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Sign up to receive e-mail alerts when a new 
“Update” is posted on the Web at: 

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/rim/WhatsNew.htm 
 
 

Update – March 31, 2009  
 
Resettlement from Gaza Strip – The Disciples Refugee and Immigration Ministries 
(RIM) has joined with other denominations through Church World Service (CWS) to 
welcome three families who fled the Gaza Strip.  These are families who already had 
strong ties to the United States.  For example, the first family was a young widow of a 
U.S. permanent resident and her six children, four of whom were born in the United 
States.  These families were admitted by the U.S. government under a program of 
humanitarian parole, and they needed assistance in making the transition to life in the 
United States.  They have been resettled by Church World Service affiliate offices who 
have received financial support from RIM and other denominations.  Their stories cannot 
be shared because they have requested privacy out of concern for relatives left behind. 

  
Burmese Arrive – Round Rock 
Christian Church in Round Rock, 
Texas welcomed a Burmese 
family of three and a single 
Burmese woman who arrived 
together.  Arriving refugees are 
booked for their flights by the 
International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) which provides 
them their travel, health, and 
identification documents in a bag 
to carry with them.  Each arriving 
family arrives at their destination 
with one of these IOM bags. 

 (Photo: Diane Breeding) 
 
Vacation Bible School Kids Help Bhutanese Kid – Each summer Disciples kids 
across the country use RIM’s Kids to Kids “Fill the Backpack” packet to learn about 
refugees and immigrants during their Vacation Bible School.  Some of them make 
welcome cards to be given to refugees when they arrive in the United States; some put 
together backpacks and send them to the Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries or to 
the Church World Service Miami office; and some contribute money to be used to help 
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refugee kids.  (To learn more about “Fill the Backpack” see 
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/rim/KidsToKids.asp.) 

Disciples United Community Church (DUCC) 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, a small (43 member) 
“emerging” congregation founded in 2001 as a joint 
Disciples and UCC congregation, agreed to resettle 
five members of the 13-member Ghimire family from 
Bhutan who immigrated to Lancaster after spending 
20 years in a refugee camp in Nepal.  (See the story 
about some of the members of this family that 
appeared in the last issue of Update.)   

One of the family that DUCC resettled was 
17-year-old Kausila Ghimire who enrolled in a high 
school health services program.  She needed a red 
polo shirt, black scrub pants, and white leather 
athletic shoes to be a part of the program.  Because 
DUCC is struggling financially, RIM provided them 
some of the funds raised by kids across the country 
so the congregation could buy the school uniform 
that Kausila needed.  Kausila dreams that she may 
one day become a nurse. 

      (Photo: DUCC) 
 
Neighbor to Neighbor Visits (April 6-17) – Faith communities across the United States 
are joining together to organize "Neighbor to Neighbor" visits with their members of 
Congress while they are at home in their districts. The purpose of these visits is to urge 
that comprehensive immigration reform be passed this year. 

You can participate by finding a small group of people to join you in visiting your 
Senators and Representative – either from your congregation or an interfaith or 
community group. Call your Members’ in-district offices and schedule meetings 
sometime when they are home during the April 6-17 Congressional Recess. You can 
find the in-district office numbers at www.house.gov and www.senate.gov.  

RIM has the following material available to help you in this process: 
·  A Neighbor to Neighbor 101 document with tips on getting started and 

setting up your visit;  
·  A Neighbor to Neighbor Messaging document with tips on structuring the 

visit and how you can talk about this issue in a way that emphasizes the 
need for humanity in our immigration laws;  

·  A report-back form that you are asked to fill out after your visit, so faith-
based staff in Washington, DC, offices can know how to best follow up 
with your Senators and Representative; and  

·  The RIM Advocacy Tips with additional information about advocacy on 
immigration issues.  

Please contact Jennifer Riggs (jriggs@dhm.disciples.org) for these documents. Also, 
please enter your visit on the calendar at www.interfaithimmigrationcal.org/. 
 
Undocumented Man Arrested During Church Service  – It was recently revealed that 
an Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agent recognized an undocumented 
man while they both were attending a church service in Texas last October.  The agent 
pulled the man out of the church service and put him into the deportation process.  In the 
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past, immigration authorities have respected the sanctity of the church and arrested 
undocumented persons only after they left the church building.   

The Disciples Refugee and Immigration Ministries program joined with other 
denominations through Church World Service to protest the violation of the sanctity of 
the church in this situation.  Concern was expressed that the U.S. Constitution provides 
for the free exercise of religion, and arresting undocumented persons while they worship 
violates the spirit of this guarantee and creates a chilling effect on their constitutional 
right to worship.  The letter called on the President to: 

·  make public the current “informal” ICE guidelines that have allowed agents to 
make arrests at churches under specific circumstances; 

·  revise those guidelines to prohibit the arrests of undocumented persons in 
churches and schools unless there is a direct and clear threat to community 
safety; and 

·  work with Congress to pass immigration reform that unites families, provides a 
pathway for undocumented immigrants to earn legal status and eventual 
citizenship, and respects the God-given dignity of all persons. 

To learn more about this issue see the DisciplesWorld story at 
http://www.disciplesworld.com/newsArticle.html?wsnID=14954. 
  
New Web-based Videos/Games 

·  “Homeland Guantanamos: the untold story of immigrant detention in the U.S.” is 
a game with videos that tell about U.S. detention centers and how people are 
treated.  It is available at http://www.homelandgitmo.com/.  

·  “A Surprise Visit” tells about a Permanent Resident mother deported and 
separated from her children.  It is available at  
http://www.breakthrough.tv/video/a-surprise-visit.  

·  “Letter to the President” is the testimony of a U.S. citizen child about the 
deportation of his father at an immigration demonstration.  It is available at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjo92AE2Tso.  

�
Obama Administration on Immigration Reform – President Obama recently met with 
the entire Congressional Hispanic Caucus, and immigration reform was the sole item on 
the agenda.  The President promised that he is working on comprehensive immigration 
reform.  Additionally, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is in the process of 
reviewing several of the Bush era immigration policies to determine if and how they 
should be used in the future: 

·  E-Verify –  E-Verify is an electronic system by which employers can check the 
social security numbers of employees to determine if the person has the proper 
documentation to be employed.  Recently, all federal contractors with contracts 
worth more than $100,000 were required to use the E-Verify system.  Other 
employers can voluntarily use the system too.  Some states (about 12 so far) are 
passing laws to require the use of E-Verify by all employers in their states.  
Additionally, attempts were made to require all companies that receive funds 
from the federal stimulus package to use E-Verify, but those efforts failed. 

The Obama administration has delayed the planned crackdown on 
federal contractors that hire undocumented persons so it can determine if the 
electronic system can handle the surge in workload.  Problems with the system 
have included: 

1. false rejection notices (especially against foreign-born workers); 
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2. employers using the system prematurely to screen job applicants rather 
than verify their status after hiring them; and 

3. employers not allowing enough time for employees to appeal their 
rejections (when mistakes are made) before firing them. 

·  Use of Local Police for Immigration Purposes – A recent GAO report 
questioned the effectiveness of a federal program that deputizes police officers 
as immigration agents.  The program (currently being used by 67 local law 
enforcement agencies) was meant to deport violent felons but has been used to 
deport immigrants who have committed minor crimes, such as carrying an open 
container of alcohol or speeding.  About 79,000 persons have been picked up by 
the program in the last three years.  The GAO report recommends clarifying the 
circumstances under which the program should be used, making sure that the 
police do not use racial stereotyping, specifying the Department of Homeland 
Security’s (DHS) supervisory role, and establishing ways to measure 
performance.  The DHS Secretary has already ordered a review of the program. 

·  Deporting Widows/Widowers – At least 200 persons currently face deportation 
under a federal policy that orders widows and widowers out of the country if their 
U.S. citizen spouse dies before their immigration application is approved.  U.S. 
law invites foreign fiancées to enter the United States, to become married to 
citizens, and to apply for legal status.  However, if the citizen spouse dies before 
the process is finalized, the widow/widower must leave, even if they had U.S. 
citizen children together.  The DHS Secretary has ordered a review of the policy. 

·  Raids  – The first raid under the Obama Administration took place in February in 
a factory in Bellingham, Washington, where 28 workers were picked up.  The 
DHS Secretary was not informed of the raid before it occurred and immediately 
ordered a review of the raid.  The Obama Administration had signaled that it 
wanted to shift immigration policy so that it would rely less on work site 
enforcement, focusing instead on employers and overall immigration reform. 

·  Inadequate Medical Care for Detainees – According to two separate reports 
released recently, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) routinely delays, 
denies, or botches medical care for detained immigrants in poorly equipped 
facilities nationwide.  The problems are blamed on unskilled or indifferent staff, 
overcrowding, bureaucratic red tape, language barriers, and limited services 
available to detainees. 

Women particularly suffered because routine reproductive care did not 
receive adequate attention in a system that emphasized emergency care and 
treating conditions that might affect detainees' deportation status. Women told 
the group's researchers that they had been shackled while pregnant, missed 
appointments for mammograms and Pap smears, or failed to receive prenatal 
care while in custody.  

According to ICE, 77 immigrants have died in detention in the last five fiscal 
years, although it did not specify the causes.  On March 11, the latest detainee 
died – a 39-year-old Mexican man.  The DHM Secretary has appointed an 
adviser to improve the system. 

·  Farm Workers –  Because of many concerns raised about the H-2A program, the 
Department of Labor has announced a proposed suspension of the Bush 
program for nine months while it reviews the legality of rules that would have 
decreased wages and worker protections for farm workers. 

 
Detention Study – The U.S. detention system has grown substantially over the last few 
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years with the building of several new detention facilities.  The Associated Press did a 
study of every person held on a recent Sunday night (January 25) and found that 32,000 
were being held, 18,690 did not have a criminal record (not even for illegal entry or low-
level crimes like trespassing), and 10,000 had been in custody longer than 31 days.    

According to a 2001 Supreme Court ruling, persons in detention must be 
released six months after their case is decided, if they cannot be deported.  About 950 
such persons were still being held.  Twelve persons had been held for three years or 
more; one man from China had been locked up for more than five years. 
 Immigration lawyers note that substantial numbers of detainees, from 177 
countries in the data provided, are not illegal immigrants at all. Many of the longest-term 
non-criminal detainees are asylum seekers fighting to stay here because they fear being 
killed in their home country. Others are longtime residents who may be eligible to stay 
under other criteria or whose applications for permanent residency were lost or 
mishandled, the lawyers say.  

Based on the amount budgeted for the year, U.S. taxpayers will pay about $141 
a day per person for their detention.  To parole them with ankle monitors would cost only 
$13 a day. 

�
Change in Border Crossers  – With the poor economy and tighter border security, 
fewer persons seem to be crossing the border without proper documentation.  Arrests in 
the last five months were down 24% from the same period last year.  On the other hand, 
several wealthier Mexicans are crossing the border to escape the violence that is 
increasing in border communities on the southern side of the border.  Kidnappings for 
ransom and random acts of drug cartel violence are motivating affluent and middle-class 
Mexicans to flee north.  Last year 2,231 Mexicans sought asylum in the United States, a 
significant increase from previous years. 
 
 

Victims of Crimes Visas  – A 2000 law promised visas to undocumented persons who 
were victims of crimes if they helped police catch their attackers.  More than 13,000 
people took advantage of the offer, but only 65 have received their status so far.  It took 
until 2007 to set the rules of procedure. 
 
States Backing Down on Immigration Laws – Some states, cities, and counties that 
plunged into the immigration debate and passed their own immigration laws are having 
second thoughts.  In Texas, Alabama and elsewhere, lawmakers have repealed or 
modified measures that cracked down on illegal immigrants or made English the official 
language. In Iowa and Utah, legislators are proposing similar reversals.  They cite 
various reasons, including the time and expense of fighting legal challenges, the cost of 
implementing the measures while tightening their budgets, and the barrage of publicity 
and accusations of racism that come with such laws. 
 
Children of Deportees – An investigation by the DHS inspector general found 
immigration officials deported 108,434 parents with children who are U.S. citizens during 
1998 to 2007.  The number may not be complete because detailed data was not kept on 
all parents who were deported. 
 
Immigrants Recruited for Military  – Immigrants who are permanent residents have 
been able to enlist in the military (about 8,000 last year) and thereby receive quicker 
processing to become U.S. citizens.  Now efforts are underway to recruit temporary 
immigrants if they have lived in the United States for a minimum of two years.  
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Recruiters expect that the temporary immigrants will have more education, foreign 
language skills, and professional expertise than many Americans who enlist.  This would 
help the military fill shortages in medical care, language interpretation, and field 
intelligence analysis.  The program will begin small — limited to 1,000 enlistees 
nationwide in its first year, most for the Army and some for other branches. If the pilot 
program succeeds as Pentagon officials anticipate, it will expand for all branches of the 
military. For the Army, it could eventually provide as many as 14,000 volunteers a year, 
or about one in six recruits.  
 
Deportations without Hearings  – Federal authorities are increasingly deporting 
undocumented persons through a fast-track deportation program known as “stipulated 
removal” which bypasses court hearings – an effort by the federal government to save 
money, reduce backlogs, and clear detention beds.  The number of detainees who 
agreed to be deported without first seeing a judge jumped fivefold between 2004 and 
2007, from 5,481 to nearly 31,554. In the first half of 2008, 17,445 speedy deportation 
orders were signed.  Nearly half of such orders since 1999 were issued in three 
detention center locations – Lancaster, Penn.; Los Fresnos, Texas, and Eloy, Ariz.   
 If detainees agree to stipulated removal, they often can be returned to their 
native countries within a few days or weeks. Challenging their deportation, however, 
could take months.  Advocates have raised concerns about the dramatic rise in fast-
track deportations, saying they have resulted in many immigrants being deported without 
knowing their rights or understanding the consequences.  About 95 percent of the 
people who agreed to the speedy deportations since 1999 were not represented by 
attorneys. 
 
Legislative Update –  
Successes:  

·  Health Care for Immigrant Children  – Advocacy efforts were successful in 
including the Legal Immigrant Children’s Health Improvement Act in the passage 
of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).  Now, legal immigrant 
children and pregnant women no longer have to wait five years before they 
become eligible for federally funded Medicaid and SCHIP.  RIM issued a Rapid 
Response Action Alert on this matter. 

·  Prayer Vigils –  More than 160 prayer vigils took place between February 13 and 
22 as part of the Interfaith Immigration Coalitions campaign to mobilize faith 
communities across the United States to pray for immigrants and immigration 
reform.  RIM invited Disciples congregations to participate in these vigils. 

·  Resettlement out of Gaza – Advocacy efforts were successful in preventing the 
passage of an amendment to the 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act, authored by 
Senator Kyl of Arizona, that would have prevented U.S. government money from 
being spent to resettle Palestinian refugees from Gaza.  RIM joined with CWS in 
sending a letter to Congress asking that this amendment not be passed. 

·  Temporary Status for Liberians – Advocacy efforts were successful in getting 
Temporary Protected Status for Liberians extended beyond March 31, 2009. 

Continuing Efforts: 
·  Temporary Protected Status for Haitians  – Efforts are underway to encourage 

that Haitians already in the United States be granted Temporary Protected Status 
until Haiti has recovered from the storms of last fall.  Such legislation would 
prevent the deportation of Haitians back to a country that is struggling 
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economically as a result of the storms.  RIM issued a Rapid Response Action 
Alert on this matter. 

·  Immigration Oversight and Fairness Act – This recently introduced legislation 
would give the Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention standards the 
force of law, provide special protection for unaccompanied minors, and increase 
the use of alternatives to detention. 

  
Action Alerts – Rapid Response Action Alerts are periodically sent by e-mail. 
You can read the latest action alerts and sign up to receive future action alerts on 
refugee/immigration and other issues at: 
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/RIM/Advocate.htm.  You can also sign up for 
similar Speak Out Action Alerts from Church World Service at: 
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=how_adv_register.  
 
Recent Church Co-sponsor – Disciples congregations partner as co-sponsors with 
their local Church World Service Immigration and Refugee Program affiliate offices to 
resettle refugees into their communities.  The following congregations have welcomed 
refugees into their communities since the last issue of “Update”.  To learn how your 
congregation can become involved in resettlement see: 
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/RIM/Resettlement.htm. 

·  First Christian Church and Northside Christian Church, Knoxville, Tennessee – a 
Rwandan woman. 

 
Stories: 

·  The DisciplesWorld Web site carried the following refugee and immigration 
ministries stories recently: 

1. “Congregations Play Key Role in Refugee Resettlement During Tough 
Times” at http://www.disciplesworld.com/newsArticle.html?wsnID=14851 

2. “New CWS Post Brings Vietnamese Refugee Full Circle” at 
http://www.disciplesworld.com/newsArticle.html?wsnID=14845 

3. “Mainline Church Leaders Express Concern over Arrest of Illegal 
Immigrant in Church” at 
http://www.disciplesworld.com/newsArticle.html?wsnID=14954  

·  The Home Mission Advocate carried the following refugee and immigration 
ministries stories recently: 

1. “An Inclusive Congregation: Sharing in Worshiping with Burmese 
Refugees” at 
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/HomeMissionAdvocate/08Autumn/6HMA0908.pdf  
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Refugee and Immigration Ministries (RIM) Material: 
The following material is available on the RIM Web site at 
www.discipleshomemissions.org/rim. 
Highlighted in red are items that RIM most strongly recommends as educational 
tools. Persons and congregations with specific questions related to being co-
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sponsors of refugees or helping immigrants may find other items more important. 
·  Click on “RIM Program” to learn about all the ministries of RIM. 
·  Click on “Resettlement” to learn about refugee resettlement into your community. 
·  Click on “Immigration Ministries” to learn how RIM can help you as you minister 

to immigrants in your community. 
·  Click on “What’s new in RIM” for our “Update,” posted four times a year.  You can 

also sign up to receive e-mail notices when “Update” is posted. 
·  New! Click on “Welcome Pledge” for a “Welcoming the World to our Doorstep” 

packet of theological reflections on immigration and a welcome pledge that 
church groups can sign to say they are welcoming of persons regardless of 
immigration status. 

·  Click on “RIM Material” for our “Refugee and Immigration Ministries Packet” 
which contains: 

1. What Does the Bible Say about Refugees and Immigrants? 
2. Root Causes of Refugee and Immigration Movements 
3. Refugee Statistics 
4. Immigration Categories (English and Spanish versions) 
5. Undocumented Persons: Should we blame or welcome them? 
6. Asylum, Detention, Deportation, and the Legal Rights of the 

Undocumented 
7. History of our Immigrant and Anti-immigrant Nation, our Immigrant 

Denomination, and our RIM program 
8. You can Minister to Refugees and Immigrants! 
9. Resources for Promoting Refugee and Immigration Ministries in your 

Congregation (includes games, role plays, songs, discussion starters, 
etc.) 

10.  Worship Materials 
11. Advocacy Tips 

·  Click on “RIM Material” for our “Refugee Resettlement Manual” for congregations 
exploring becoming a co-sponsor of refugees. 

·  Click on “RIM Material” for our “Kids to Kids: Fill the Backpack Packet” for young 
children that can be used in Vacation Bible School and other educational 
settings. 

·  Click on “RIM Material” for our posters and bulletin inserts that say: “Jesus was a 
Refugee; Alexander Campbell was an Immigrant; Who will you Welcome 
Today?” 

·  Click on “RIM Material” for study, service and worship material about refugees 
and immigrants from each year’s country of study by Disciples Women’s groups. 

·  Click on “RIM Material” for a report on our yearly refugee arrivals and the 
congregations involved. 

·  Click on “Advocacy” to see our recent Rapid Response action alerts on refugee 
and immigration issues.  You can sign up to receive future alerts by e-mail from 
RIM and/or CWS. 

·  Click on “Alternative Giving” to access our catalog of alternative gifts you can 
give friends and family members, thereby helping refugees and immigrants. 

·  Click on “World Refugee Day” to access material to use in celebrating on June 
20th (or the Sunday closest to it). 

 
Global Ministries Material: 
Iraq Resource – Global Ministries has created an Iraq resource, “From War to Peace: 
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Iraq and the Church’s Voice.”  It is available at http://globalministries.org/mee/from-war-
to-peace/.   
 
Church World Service Material: 
DVD about Resettlement – Church World Service produced a 15-minute DVD about 
refugee resettlement entitled “A Future with Hope: Welcoming Refugees.”  Along with 
other refugees and churches, the DVD features Kris Branaman, who was pastor of 
Central Christian Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and the refugee that congregation 
resettled from the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  The DVD is available free from 
Refugee and Immigration Ministries – call Jennifer Riggs or Linda Williamson at (888) 
346-2631 or e-mail jriggs@dhm.disciples.org or lwilliam@dhm.disciples.org. 
Newsletter – The CWS Immigration and Refugee Program has a newsletter called 
“Welcome,” which tells what is happening ecumenically on refugee and immigration 
issues.  From time to time the newsletter contains information about the Disciples 
ministry.  You can sign up to receive the newsletter or access it and other publications of 
CWS/IRP at http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=action_what_assist_resources_main. 
World Refugee Day – The CWS Immigration and Refugee Program provides a bulletin 
insert for World Refugee Day each year, which is observed on June 20th.  It is available 
at http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=action_what_assist_main. 
Information on Refugee Groups –  The CWS immigration and Refugee Program 
provides information on specific refugee national and ethnic groups, along with other 
resources at http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=action_what_assist_resources_aegis.  

 
Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries Material: 
Autobiography of Feliberto Pereira – I Was a Stranger: Hope for a Hidden World was 
co-written by Feliberto Pereira and Chris Kelley.  The book tells the story of Feliberto’s 
life from his escape from Cuba to his border ministry at Southwest Good Samaritan 
Ministries.  For more information about the book, see http://www.iwasastranger.org/.  For 
a study guide to the book, see http://feliberto.typepad.com/files/strangerdiscussionguide-2.pdf.  
 
Humane Borders Material: 
DVD Featuring Humane Borders – Beyond Borders: Faith and Action in the Arizona 
Desert is a 2007 DVD produced by DisciplesWorld which contains information on four 
border ministries on the Arizona/Mexico border – Humane Borders, BorderLinks, 
Samaritan Patrol, and No More Deaths.  Time: 25 minutes.  It can be borrowed at no 
cost from RIM or purchased from DisciplesWorld at: 
http://www.beyondbordersvideo.com.  
 
Presbyterian Material: 
Plan for Victims of Raids – The Presbyterian Church has developed a “Family Care 
Plan” to help congregations prepare for the possibility that someone in their 
congregation would be picked up in an immigration raid and deported.  The plan 
includes information about the rights of immigrants, how to hire an attorney for the 
person while he/she is in detention, how to plan for a durable power of attorney effective 
on detention or deportation, how to prepare for delegation of parental authority, what to 
do if a car is impounded, etc.  It is available in English at: 
http://www.pcusa.org/immigration/pdf/family-care-plan.pdf and in Spanish at: 
http://www.pcusa.org/immigration/pdf/plan-de-cuidado-de-familiar.pdf.   


