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Yellow ribbon ceremony
at Wilshire Christian Church

Bill Backstrom reporting from Los
Angeles — Wilshireis the “mother”
church of the Pacific Southwest
Region. Chapman University had
its beginning at Wilshire. Thus it is
aland mark not only in beauty, but
in service.

As with many churches across
the country, the Wilshire building
expenses were beyond the ability of
the English-speaking congregation.
Presently there is an English-speak-
ing congregation — whose members
are within walking distance of the
churchbuilding, as well as commut-
ers — a Korean congregation and a
preschool “Buddy and Me.”

Fundshad been set aside for the
maintenance of the building, but
were spent forother things. When
1 first arrived as interim minister, I
thought we might be‘able meet the
needs of the building. However; it
became apparent the building costs
were beyond the congregation’s
ability.

Rev. Backstrom talks with church
member while others attach their yellow
ribbons to the ‘for sale’ sign at Wilshire.

Thus the decision was made to
sell the building. We had known
this for a time, but the impact did
not occur until the large “for sale”
signs were put up.

The Yellow Ribbon cetemony
was'somewhat spontaneous. I and
some others did not feel we could
ignore or'discount the ministry of
Wilshire ChristianChurchboth past,
present and. future. Thus, we de-
cided at the end of the first worship
serviceafter the “forsale” signs went
up that we would decorate them
and the shrubbery and outside of
the building with “yellow ribbons”
as a statement of vision and hope!

A man placed his membership
during the Yellow Ribbon ceremony.
We sang “Amazing Grace” welcom-
ing him into our fellowship.

While the sale of the building is
depressing, we were not going to
let that be the final emotion. There
is a great deal of thanksgiving for
the ministry of Wilshire and that
ministry will continue!!

The future is yet to be deter-
mined. The feeling now is thatit will
take some time to sell the building.
It is large, located, as many of our
congregations are, on a downtown
corner with no parking. On Sunday
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Have you consideredjmaking a gift to
DisciplesiHgnle Missions
in yourawill?

If so, please contactihe Rev. Ron Degges
at (317) 713-2684 01 (888) 346-2631.
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Dead line for the next issue is
December 7, 2011. Articles can be
sent to editor@dhm.disciples.org or
by mail to Disciples’ Advocate, PO Box
1986, Indianapolis, IN 46206-1986.
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