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Congregations ...

Coming home to Oklahoma!

This Christmas marked three 
years at First Christian Church, 
Duncan, Oklahoma, since my return 
to pastoral ministry. It’s proving 
one of the happiest times of my 
life, and proving me correct about 
some unscientifi c hunches I’ve had 
about ministry and churches. I like 
being correct.

The congregation is 106 years 
old in a county seat that’s suff ered 
its share of economic retraction. 
Still, we’ve welcomed over 130 new 
members into our church family, 
and celebrated the return of a lot of 
folk who had been inactive for a long 
time. The prospects of continuing 
both conditions in this New Year 
look good. There are some common 
sense reasons for this.

One reason is this congregation 
hasn’t had more than its share of 
pastors. Ministers tend to come and 
enjoy long service and so the church 
has chances to grow and avoid undo 
periods between ministers. For 
another, when the situation arises 
they seek services of the regional 
minister and are prett y good about 
taking his advice. Such practices 
help over time.

It helps that lay leaders can lead, 
and do. Various groups know their 
work, do it, and stay within budget. 
If asked, I help, but more often I stay 
out of the way. This works because 
the church has usually chosen lead-
ers without a lot of other agendas. 
Everything in the world doesn’t 
have to be a cause for a church 

fi ght. People don’t long remain, or 
certainly join, churches involved in 
a pitched batt le.

The elders meet every month 
and focus att ention on the com-
munity’s spiritual life. We pray for 
people and call on them. Of course, 
this means members might see 
someone I’d miss or another gets the 
chance to be more helpful than I. I 
don’t think of them as my assistants; 
rather, I am one of them. I promise 
that’s an important distinction for 
Disciples.

We have Sunday school and 
work hard to make it viable during 

The Rev. Arnold C. Nelson, Jr. conducts a baby dedication. Photo courtesy of First 
Christian Church, Duncan, Okla.
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A word (or two) from Ron Degges

Join Disciples 
on Facebook 
and become a 
member of the 
Disciples Home 
Missions page. 
Get started 
today at www.
facebook.com

Ron Degges

This issue of the Disciples’ Advocate is all 
about congregational life. You pastors and 
church leaders, members and friends, of our 
3,700-plus congregations are out there on 
the front lines proclaiming the gospel from 
your doorsteps to the ends of the earth. Your 
health and vitality extends the mission of 
Christ. You are resett ling refugee families, 
building homes for low income members 
of your communities, supporting food 
pantries, providing shelter for the home-
less, hosting interfaith dialogues, speaking 
up at City Council and State Government 
meetings. You name it and you are involved

This is one reason why it is imperative 
for us in the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) to continue being missional, giving 
ourselves away in service to others. The fi rst 
act of being missional is to make everyone 
feel welcome and important in the life of the 
church. I mean ‘everyone,’ regardless of a 
person’s color or ethnic background, regard-
less of whether a person is male or female, 
regardless of whether the person is a baby, 
child, youth, young adult, REGARDLESS! 
We have a holy obligation to be passionate 
about inclusion and righteously indignant 
against all forms of exclusion.

PBS Journalist Bill Moyers was inter-
viewed sometime back. He was asked what 
single item concerns him the most. This, in 
part, is what he had to say:

Inequality. Nearly all the wealth created 
in America over the past 25 years was 
captured by the top 20 percent of house-
holds. Meanwhile, working families 
fi nd it harder and harder to make ends 
meet. Young people without privilege 
and wealth struggle to get a footing. 
Seniors enjoy less and less security 
for a lifetime’s labor. We are racially 
segregated in every meaningful sense 
except the lett er of the law . . .

Moyers continues,
This wasn’t to be a country where the 
winner takes all. Read the Declaration 

of Independence, the Preamble to the 
Constitution, the Gett ysburg Address. 
We were going to be a society that 
maintained a healthy equilibrium in 
how power works— and for whom. 
Although my parents were knocked 
down and almost out by the Depression 
and were poor all their lives, I went to 
good public schools. My brother and I 
made it to college on the GI Bill. When 
I borrowed $450 to buy my fi rst car, I 
drove to the public university on public 
highways and rested in public parks 
along the way. America was a shared 
project and I was just one of its benefi -
ciaries. But a vast transformation has 
been occurring, documented in a series 
of recent studies. The American Political 
Science Association, for example, fi nds 
that ‘increasing inequalities threaten 
the American ideal of equal citizenship 
and that progress toward real democracy 
may have stalled and even reversed.’

He continues,
So here is the deepest crisis as I see it: 
We talk about problems, issues, policy 
solutions, but we don’t talk about what 
democracy means—what it bestows 
on us, the power it gives us— the 
astonishing opportunity to shape our 
destiny. I mean the revolutionary idea 
that democracy isn’t merely a means of 
government, it’s a means of dignifying 
people so they have a chance to become 
fully human. Every day I fi nd myself 
asking, ‘Why is America forsaking its 
own revolution?’
Inequality is alive and well in America 

and in the life of the church. For this reason, 
we who love America and the church must 
do a bett er job of spreading around the bless-
ings we have received to those who have not 
been welcome into the inner sanctuaries of 
both public and congregational life.

Continued on page 3. See Degges.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com


3

The Disciples’ AdvocateVisit www.discipleshomemissions.org

Spring 2011

Letters
Letters may be 
sent to:

Disciples 
Advocate
c/o DHM
PO Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN
46206-1986
or:

editor@dhm.
disciples.org

Continued on page 39. See Letters.

December 16, 2010
via DHM website

“When a congregation believes that 
their mission is to ‘keep the doors open’ and 
spends 97 percent of its income supporting 
itself, there is a large need for an att itude 
adjustment”.

Ron, I couldn’t agree more with Rick’s 
article in the last “Advocate”, and with 
your own thoughts in your own article. 
Too many churches think their only job is 
to maintain buildings and pay staff . I fear 
that we’re not really being the Church the 
21st century needs if that’s all we’re doing. 
I feel blessed that Open Hearts Gathering 
focuses on neither of these things. I hope 
and pray we never have to.

“Jesus, looking at [the rich man], loved 

him and said, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell 
what you own, and give the money to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
then come, follow me.’ (Mark 10:21)

I get the feeling we can’t really be Jesus’ 
disciples if we’re holding on to our “stuff ” 
so tightly. I get the feeling that buildings 
and salaries may fi t into this. I’ve valued 
beginning this journey with The Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) this year. I just 
hope it can still be around for the rest of our 
journey together.
Dennis Teall-Fleming is Pastor of Open 
Hearts Gathering, and new church plant in 
Gastonia, N.C.

Degges Continued from page 2

A few years back I was greeted on the 
street by a member of my church who 
had missed att ending Morning Worship 
services for over a month. In a desperate 
spirit of resignation, she told me that she 
had been approached by a few members 
of the congregation and told that she and 
her grandchildren were no longer welcome 
to att end worship at the church. I listened 
as the story unfolded, identifi ed the par-
ties involved, and determined to broker a 
meeting between the opposing parties. I 
learned that rather than being a community 
of forgiveness, my congregation had become 
a community of judgment and intolerance. 
We had our work cut out for us.

Let me invite you, each of you, to join 
me and the other contributors to this issue 
of the Disciples’ Advocate to join me in recom-
mitt ing our lives and church to following 
the high ideals of Jesus where no one is ever 
left behind or kicked out, but where all are 
welcome to come and feast at the bountiful 
table of God—rich and poor, young and old, 
long time member and newcomer, Asian, 
Hispanic, Islander, African American, Gay, 

Lesbian and Transgender. Come, let us 
work together in spite of our poor learning 
experiences and prejudices, to make our 
church unapologetically open, affi  rming, 
and passionate about the all inclusive love 
of God and Christ.

Recommitt ing ourselves to build such 
a church as this will not be easy. It never 
has been and never will be. There will 
be confl ict and dissent as we grow in our 
understanding of what it means to be an 
inclusive Christian community in the 21st 
century world. The mission to become such 
an inclusive community will stretch us to 
our breaking point but not beyond it. For 
we will, with God’s help, become strong at 
our broken places. 

As we have entered a new year of mis-
sion and ministry as the Disciples of Christ, 
let us begin by affi  rming the cherished 
democratic ideal of equality, the Christian 
ideal of inclusiveness, and the human fact 
that when we fl ub it all up we can ask for 
God’s forgiveness and the forgiveness of 
others and do bett er the next time around.

Unapologetically yours,
Ron Degges

“Why is 
America 
forsaking 
its own 
revolution?”

– Bill Moyers

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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The 2011 Disciples Seminarians Conference welcomes all M.Div. students who have 
completed at least one year of study. Scheduled for March 31-April 3 at the Scarritt -Bennett  
Center in Nashville, Tenn., this conference gives ministerial students opportunities to 
meet other new Disciples leaders, and learn how the church can help them and the con-
gregation or organization they lead to minister faithfully and eff ectively.

The conference aims to provide seminarians with a “toolkit for ministry” by high-
lighting programs supporting congregational transformation and 
ministerial leadership. Participants will have the opportunity to 
learn about the Search and Call process and other ways the general 
ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) provide 
resources for church leaders. 

Information on travel stipends and registration is available. 
Held every two years, the Disciples Seminarians Conference 
is sponsored by Disciples general ministries and organized by 
Higher Education & Leadership Ministries. 

Duncan Continued from page 1

a challenging time for Sunday morning 
Christian education. However, we don’t 
put all our eggs in that basket. Christian 
education happens for younger children 
during worship services.

LOGOS meets on Wednesdays and 
it’s a Godsend. We participate in VBS, and 
our children and youth go to camps and 
conferences.

We had two Sunday services and now 
there are three. Each one’s a signifi cant expe-
rience. This takes work. The earliest is more 
casual and depends on fewer lay leaders. 
We sing a lot of older hymns. Should you 
think this is only for older members you’d 
be wrong. Younger people come, too. The 
second service takes Chalice Worship as its 
model. It’s the larger service at this time, and 
not declining. The third and newest service 
is contemporary. This third service takes 
a lot of energy, causes a lot of frustration, 
off ers a boatload of promise and provides 
a lot of joy. Again, if you presumed this 
contemporary service is confi ned to youth 
and young adults you’d be wrong. We’ve 
invested signifi cant money into facilities 
for this but it’s off ered new opportunities 

to serve our community and provide bett er 
youth ministry.

Mission is being learned all over again; 
we go on mission trips. There are experiences 
for adults and youth and all serve to help 
others while teaching skills that help us at 
home. For a long time this congregation has 
been engaged in local ministries that mean 
a lot to us, and where we sense we make a 
diff erence.

The above eff orts, conditions and reali-
ties fall under the category of “no brainers.” 
Here’s something else that also should: I love 
these people. I enjoy them and appreciate the 
privilege of serving Christ in this time and 
place with them. Oddly enough, they can 
tell. They give me trust and friendship and 
whatever respect I earn and I’m grateful for 
it. They can tell. I’d join this church. I have!
The Rev. Arnold C. Nelson, Jr. is senior 
pastor of First Christian Church in Duncan, 
Okla. Arnold, originally from Clarksville, 
Tenn., is a former president of Disciples Home 
Missions and was the founding editor of the 
Home Mission Advocate now known as The 
Disciple’s Advocate. He lives with wife, Kelly, 
and two daughters in Duncan.

“For a long 
time this 
congregation 
has been 
engaged in 
local ministries 
that mean a 
lot to us, and 
where we 
sense we make 
a difference.”

Disciples Seminarians Conference 
set for March 31-April 3

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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OLDER CHILDREN & YOUTH

Tour of Life 
A Baptism and  
Confirmation Journey  
by Jeff  Wright   
Lead Pastor, Heart of the 
Rockies Christian Church 
(DoC), Ft. Collins, CO

 9780827236615,  

   $10.99, 56pp INVITE ■ EQUIP ■ SEND

Scan this with  
your smartphone  

to see more!

Find details, download samples, and get 
special discounts on these and other resources 
for baptism and membership preparation at 

www.ChalicePress.com

OLDER YOUTH AND ADULTS

Travel Guide to Christian Faith 
by Dawn Darwin Weaks  
Co-Pastor, Raytown Christian Church 
(DOC), Raytown, MO

Before You Go  
 9780827217218, $3.99, 16pp

Traveler’s Edition 
 9780827217201$11.99, 48pp

Tour Leader  
 9780827217195, $11.99, 32pp

OLDER CHILDREN & YOUTH

Passage into Discipleship  
by Christopher W. Wilson  
Executive Sr. Minister, Rush 
Creek Christian Church (DoC), 
Arlington, TX

 978-08272-30088
   $14.99, 128pp

NEW! Resources for Baptism and Membership Preparation

We welcome singles, twice-divorced, 
under thirty, fi lthy rich, poor as dirt, can’t 
sing, married with pets, unbeliever, skeptics, 
seekers, doubters, conservatives, liberals, 
left-out, de-churched, Protestant, Catholic, 
middle-age, orthodox, heretics, workahol-
ics, screaming babies, older than dinosaurs, 
obsessive compulsive, tourists, and you!!!

We are a community of human beings 
living together as neighbors. Within our 
family we have warts, scars, pimples, lumps, 
brokenness, burdens, disappointments and 
zits. But each person is working daily to 
try and imitate Christ’s example. We are a 
people where burdens are shared, joys are 
celebrated, failures are forgiven, brokenness 
is understood, and hospitality is off ered to 
everyone. We believe we are to fi rst love 
God, and then love our neighbor.

Won’t you be my neighbor?

We believe every person, who comes 
into the circle of this special fellowship, is 
sent by God. It is not by accident that we 
have the joy of meeting you. Because God 
has arranged this meeting by the urging of 
the Holy Spirit, we want to express Christ’s 
love to you with genuine, heartfelt warmth. 
We are eager to actually meet you, and we 
are excited to share the marvelous ways 
God is working in the church.

It won’t take you long to discover that 
this is truly a family, rich in the relationships 
that matt er the most. Growing together, we 
worship, we serve, we laugh, we cry, we 
learn and we reach out to the world with 
life-transforming truth. We are reaching out 
to you as well.

Our doors are open. Our hearts are 
open too. If you’ve been thinking, praying, 
searching and hoping for a place to belong, 
we say, “Welcome Home!”

Welcomes!
At a recent pastor’s retreat, sponsored by the Alabama-Northwest 
Florida region, Judy Dudley handed these “welcome” scripts to our 

editor, Ron Degges. We thank Judy for 
sharing them with us.

“Our doors 
are open. 
Our hearts 
are open 
too.”

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
http://www.ChalicePress.com
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The Easter Offering supports the General Ministries  

of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

 

This offering is received in most congregations April 17 and 24.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org


7

The Disciples’ AdvocateVisit www.discipleshomemissions.org

Spring 2011

I am an atheist. 
Sure lots of people have 
heard me talk about 
God, write favorable 
things about God, pray 
and worship. And it 
was all sincere. Still I 
am an atheist. I’m an 
atheist the way the 

members of the early church were atheistic. 
Atheism was one of the central charges of-
fi cials of the Roman Empire made against 
Christians. They were vilifi ed for “irreligi-
osities” and “sacrilegium.” Christians were 
regarded atheists because they rejected the 
gods of the state. They refused to honor the 
religion of the empire. The charge of atheism 
was at least as much – if not more – about 
politics as it was religious.

I am an atheist in the same way. I reject 
the religion of the state, the civil religion. 
This religion is expressed in the national 
mott o “In God We Trust” which is printed 
on currency. It is found in the words of the 
Pledge of Allegiance, “under God.” It is 
expressed in the incessantly evoked phrase, 
“God Bless America.” It is refl ected in the 
claims of those who say that the constitution 
was inspired by God. It fi nds its way into 
speeches of politicians and proclamations 
of Presidents. This god is more form than 
substance, more decoration than an expres-
sion of spiritual depth.

Consequently, I can’t fret alongside 
those who fear that the word “God” will 
be dropped from the Pledge of Allegiance. 
I don’t share the concern of those who 
worry that “In God We Trust” won’t appear 
prominently enough on coins. I have no 
investment in such things and wonder why 
any Christian would see them as important. 
I don’t believe in the god of fl ag pledges and 
national mott os. Such a god is not the God 
revealed in Jesus Christ.

Civil religion is the façade of god that 
overlays the nation-state. It provides the 

On being boldly atheistic
justifi cation, not just for the passion of pa-
triotism, but for its more virulent expression, 
religious nationalism. Devotion to America 
and God are blended so that it is diffi  cult to 
see where loyalty to one stops and the other 
begins. Americanism and Christianity – or 
a (per)version of Christianity – become two 
sides of one coin.

The most distinctive trait of the god I 
don’t believe in is the special fondness this 
god has for America. Don’t get me wrong. I 
have a special fondness for America. For me 
it is home. It is the land where I was nurtured 
since my birth, the land where my ancestors 
have lived for at least eight generations. 
But God does not share my att achment. 
What America is not is a chosen nation 
endowed with a special divine mission. It 
is not a nation with a God-given covenant 
and an exceptional role in history. America 
is not a nation guided by the providential 
care of God in ways other nations have not 
experienced.

A lot of people think otherwise. Nearly 
six of every ten residents in the United States 
believe that God has bestowed a special 
role on America. Among white evangeli-
cal Christians, over eight in ten hold this 
belief. This was revealed mid-November 
this year in a study conducted by the Public 
Religion Research Institute in conjunction 
with the Brookings Institution. Neverthe-
less, I don’t believe that the god who has 
elevated America to a special place above 
the nations is the God of the Bible.

The study reveals something particu-
larly disturbing about those many who do 
believe in this god of American exception-
alism: “Americans who believe God has 
granted America a special role in history 
are signifi cantly more likely to say military 
strength rather than diplomacy is the best 
way to ensure peace, and to say torture can 
be justifi ed.” Clearly the god they believe in 
has a propensity to support violent solutions 

Continued on page 8. See WATTS

“Americans 
who believe 
God has 
granted 
America a 
special role 
in history are 
signifi cantly 
more likely to 
say military 
strength rather 
than diplomacy 
is the best 
way to ensure 
peace, and to 
say torture can 
be justifi ed.”

– Public 
Religion 
Research 
Institute

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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looked with favor on the lowliness of his 
servant…. He has brought down the pow-
erful from their thrones and lifted up the 
lowly; he has fi lled the hungry with good 
things, and sent the rich away empty. (Luke 
1:46-48b, 52-53)

 These words certainly don’t point us 
toward the sort of god named in the mott o 
of a global superpower or in the “God bless 
America” refrain or in the fl ag pledge. The 
ceremonial presence of the word “god” in 
national rituals and rhetoric is unimport-
ant to me. Any devotion given to this god 
is misguided. The god of American excep-
tionalism deserves no faith or support from 
Christians. We need to be boldly atheistic 
toward this god so that we might be utt erly 
faithful to the God revealed in Christ for the 
reconciliation of the world.

Craig M. Watt s is the minister of Royal Palm 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
Coral Springs, Florida, Co-Moderator of the 
DPF Executive Committ ee and the author 
of the book Disciple of Peace: Alexander 
Campbell on Pacifi sm, Violence and the State 
(Indianapolis: Doulos Christou Press, 2005).

Watts Continued from page 7

to international problems and is less reliant 
on nonviolent approaches.

 Because of all this, I remain an atheist. 
At least I’m an atheist insofar as belief in 
the god with a preference for America is 
concerned. On the other hand, I am con-
vinced that “in Christ God was reconciling 
the world to himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19). 
This God saves by enduring suff ering, not 
by infl icting it. I have an abiding faith in the 
God for whom every nation is as special as 
America and before whom all of them are 
“like a drop from a bucket and are accounted 
as dust on the scales” (Isaiah 40:15). The 
god of American exceptionalism is not the 
God revealed in Jesus Christ, despite the 
insistence of many devotees to this god.

 The God who “so loved the world” 
(John 3:16) is a God who has never shown 
a preference for the biggest, the strongest 
or the richest. To the contrary, as Mary the 
mother of Jesus proclaimed, even as he was 
kicking about within her, 

My soul magnifi es the Lord, and my 
spirit rejoices in God my savior, for he has 

Rev. Watts paper 
was originally 
published by the 
Disciples Peace 
Fellowship. One 
can visit their 
website at 
www.dpfweb.org/    
and sign up for 
regular blog 
feeds.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
http://www.dpfweb.org/


9

The Disciples’ AdvocateVisit www.discipleshomemissions.org

Spring 2011

A day in the life of ...
...refugees

1. Flee for our lives.
2. Find a place to safely hide.
3. Find safe water to drink.
4. Find food for our children.
5. Find shelter for the night.
6. Worry about friends and family left behind.
7. Thank God we’re still alive.

...a congregation 
resettling a 
refugee 

1. Pack up several families and their kids and 
head to the airport.

2. Wait for the delayed plane to arrive.
3. Hold up balloons and a sign saying welcome 

in the refugee’s language.
4. Give handshakes and hugs all around when the refugees fi nally 

arrive.
5. Load up the refugees’ one suitcase and head to the apartment 

the church set up.
6. Explain, through an interpreter, the essential fi rst-day’s infor-

mation about things in the apartment and contact information.
7. Thank God for this opportunity to welcome strangers who will 

become friends.

Waiting at Phoenix 
Airport in 2002 for 
Somali Bantu refugees. 
Photo by Imam Ahmad 
Al-Shqeirtat.

Fleeing refugees 
in Africa. Photo: 
UNHCR

Jennifer Riggs has been 
Director of the Disciple 
Refugee Ministries 
since 1981. Photo 
courtesy of DHM.

...DHM’s Refugee & 
Immigration Ministries 

1. Receive the biographical information on a refugee family from 
 Church World Service.
2. Realize that this family is going to need the help of a church 
 as they are resett led into the United States.
3. Call a church to see if they are willing to help and discover that this is not a priority 

for them.
Continued on page 10. See REFUGEES

“Thank 
God for this 
opportunity 
to welcome 
strangers who 
will become 
friends.”

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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Something started during a summer day 
in the life of Peachtree Corners Christian 
Church located in the suburbs of Atlanta, 
Ga. And it started out with only a box of Va-
cation Bible School supplies— some crafts, 
a children’s Bible, and of course snacks. It 
also started out with only a couple of vol-
unteers who knew that every week during 

the summer months there 
were hundreds of children 
walking through the doors 
of Norcross Cooperative 
Ministry (NCM), the local 
community ministry. It also 
started out with a small 
congregation that thought 
“we don’t have enough 
children— or volunteers—
to host a Vacation Bible 
School.” 

What this one day in the life of a church 
in June 2007 has become, since then, is a 
full-fl edged Vacation Bible School held for a 
week each summer. What is diff erent about 
this VBS is that it is not held at the church’s 
location, but rather, at the busy ministry 
known as NCM. The boxes have grown into 
carloads of supplies; the two volunteers have 
expanded into two dozen; the number of 
children served has grown from 25 to 150; 
and the church which thought “we don’t 
have enough” has discovered that there 
is always enough of God’s Spirit when it 
comes to helping those in need. 

Refugees Continued from page 9.

4. Call another church and discover that they are hurting fi nancially and are certain 
they don’t have the funds to help.

5. Call another church and discover that they have an interim pastor who thinks the 
church should wait until they have their new pastor.

6. Call another church and discover that they are fi nancially struggling but have a pas-
sion for mission and want to help.

7. Thank God that there are congregations that have a passion for mission.
If your congregation has a passion for mission, learn more about refugee resett lement at 
www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/RIM-Resett lement. 

A summer day in the life . . .
The program has made a diff erence in 

the life of children at NCM. But it has also 
made a diff erence in the life of Peachtree 
Corners Christian Church. Bethanne Brown, 
the project’s coordinator, explained. “Be-
cause we were a small church, we had lost 
confi dence in what we could do compared 
to bigger churches. Taking VBS to Norcross 
Co-op was one of those ‘can do’ things where 
we saw how we could impact people.” 

It’s been exciting to see the church’s 
participation in and support of the program, 
she explained. “You see the faces of the chil-
dren and the parents and you know you’re 
doing something right. And that gets people 
hooked. People get excited and passionate 
about it, and look forward to doing it the 
next year,” she said, adding, “This VBS is 
the essence of what VBS should be.”
Rev. Kathy McDowell is the pastor of Peachtree 
Corners Christian Church in Norcross, GA, 
where she has served since February 2007. 
Prior to entering the ministry her journey has 
included a couple of other stops working in non-
profi t journalism and as a stay-at-home mom. 
Her family includes husband, Dave, and their 
three young adult sons. 

All photos courtesy 
of Peechtree Corners 
Christian Church, 
Atlanra, Ga.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/RIM-Resett
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Ecumenical partnership makes 
refugee sponsorship possible for a 
small congregation

First Christian Church in Minneapolis 
recently sponsored a refugee family from So-
malia. First Christian is a small congregation, 
and although many members expressed 
support for the idea of sponsorship, only a 
few people signed on to actively participate 
in the work. But thanks to a strong net-
work of ecumenical partners in the metro 
area, First Christian was able to help Nur 
Gaamey and his family (wife, three sons, 
one daughter, one daughter-in-law, one 
granddaughter) sett le in and start moving 
ahead in their new home and homeland. 

 Refugee Services, a department of 
the Minnesota Council of Churches and 
an affi  liate of Church World Service, was 
First Christian’s number one partner. Staff  
members met for several months with First 
Christian people to go over the whole pro-
cess of sponsorship, explain in detail the 
tasks and timelines involved, and in general 
off er constant support and help.

 First Christian sponsors took on the 
responsibility of meeting the family at the 
airport when they arrived and providing 
transportation in the fi rst weeks to all the 
many agencies that helped the family get 
sett led – hospitals and clinics for medical 
checkups, county offi  ces for welfare assis-
tance, orientation classes for instruction in 
using city buses and city services. 

 Within two weeks of arrival, the family 
moved into 
a four-bed-
room apart-
ment, which 
happened to 
be in a brand-
new afford-
able housing 
complex built 
by Mayfl ower 
Community 

Congregational Church. Spirit of Joy Chris-
tian Church rounded up a houseful of 
furniture and delivered it to the apartment 
building. Several members of Mayfl ower 
were on hand to move the furnishings into 
the apartment, excited to see the fi rst resi-
dents in their housing project. 

 Plymouth Creek Christian Church 
presented a welcome basket fi lled with 
household items to the family, and both 
First Christian and Spirit of Joy collected 
cold-weather clothing in anticipation of the 
cold Minnesota winter ahead. The family 
spent one morning at the Catholic Basilica, 
where the St. Vincent De Paul organization 
runs a shoe program. The family members 
fi lled out the necessary paper work and 
were given vouchers to take to a local K-
Mart, where each family member received 
a new pair of winter boots. They spent an-
other afternoon at the clothes closet run by 
Central Lutheran Church, where they fi lled 
bags with sweaters and other clothing. The 
family acquired a bicycle at First Christian’s 
annual rummage sale. 

 After three months, the family is op-
erating much more on its own, thanks to 
the continuing help from Refugee Services, 
occasional transportation help from First 
Christian friends, and ongoing support from 
the local Somali community. All the family 
members are improving their English, the 
three grown men in the family have jobs 
and the youngest son is winning awards 
for math and artwork at his school. 

 Alone, First Christian probably wouldn’t 
have felt ready to help this family, but be-
cause of the many ecumenical partners who 
stepped up to lend a hand, we were able to 
be of service. 
Martha Harris is an Elder and member of the 
refugee committ ee, First Christian Church, 
Minneapolis, Minn.

Nur Gaamey and 
part of his family 
after moving in to 
apartment. Photo by 
Warren Westphal of 
First Christian Church 
in Minneapolis, Minn. 

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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For more information 
about Global 
Ministries, visit  
globalministries.
org/

A congregation dying to know
Every journey begins with one step. For 

Ridglea Christian Church in Fort Worth, 
Texas, that journey is to the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the fi rst 
step was choosing to use the “Journey to 
Congo” Vacation Bible School (VBS) cur-
riculum. Litt le did they know just how far 
that fi rst step would take them but months 
later, Ridglea Christian Church continues to 
seek ways to educate, advocate, and provide 
support for sisters and brothers on the other 
side of the globe, sisters and brothers who 

The Kids-to-Kids Journey to Congo material can be found at 
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/fi les/FCM-K2KCongo2010HiRes.pdf

they have not met, and may never meet, 
but for whom they lift their voice crying 
out for justice. 

VBS was held in June of 2010 using the 
“Journey to Congo” curriculum which was 
writt en by Diane Spleth and Susan McNeely 
for the Indiana Region’s Congo partnership, 
and adapted by Kaye Edwards for Kids To 
Kids. Ridglea Christian Church found the 
curriculum on the Global Ministries web-
site. But they didn’t stop there. In addition 
to programming for children during VBS, 
Ridglea also off ered an adult study group 
refl ecting on issues in the Congo and Global 
Ministries partnerships there. VBS closing 

Amazing Feets in Forth Worth, Texas. Photo courtesy of Bob and 
Beth Morris of Ridglea Christian Church.

day included “Amazing Feets” – a 5K and 
1K Fun Run organized by Ridglea Christian 
Church which drew about 65 participants 
from the church and community. The 
proceeds of the race were sent to Global 
Ministries, designated for partners in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

In the months that followed, Ridglea 
Christian Church continued to fi nd ways 
to learn more and do more to bring light to 
situations in the DRC. They watched and 
discussed movies and studied the DRC as 

part of the New Day study in 
Women’s Ministry groups. 
They used the DVD from the 
Global Ministries Congo Sym-
posium to lead a three-week 
Bible study and discussion. 
Church members participated 
in the “Cell Out” Campaign 
in October, turning their cell 
phones off and recording 
their voicemail message to 
tell about the use of minerals 
from the Congo in phones and 
other electronics. The mining 
of these minerals is fueling a 
war in Congo and most who  

        are so reliant upon the technology 
have no idea. Individuals have urged the 
U.S. to support the International Violence 
against Women’s Act and to seek an end to 
violence against women and children and 
bring an end to the armament of militias 
and the fl ow of confl ict minerals.

On World Communion Sunday, Ridglea 
Christian Church hosted a group from “In-
visible Children,” a group helping rehabili-
tate child soldiers in Uganda and the DRC 
and pushing for bett er U.S. public policy 
and advocacy for these regions. Along
with the Brite Student
Association, Texas Christian

Continued on page 13. See THE WORLD

Global 
Ministries is 
committed 
to critical 
presence and 
that is meeting 
God’s people 
and creation 
at the point of 
deepest need: 
spiritually, 
physically, 
emotionally, 
and/or 
economically. 

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/fi
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University’s (TCU) Offi  ce of Re-
ligious and Spiritual Life, and 
the TCU student group, “The 
Whistlers Society,” Ridglea hosted 
“Falling Whistles” who spoke 
about the work they do in reha-
bilitating child soldiers in the DRC with 
Congolese-run agencies. 

Church members have spoken to others 
in the community and off ered presenta-
tions at a community-wide Church Women 
United gathering and for an organization 
at TCU. 

In 2011, Ridglea Christian Church plans 
to seek more understanding about critical 
presence in the world. Global Ministries is 
committ ed to critical presence and that is 

The World 
Continued from page 12.

meeting God’s people and creation at the 
point of deepest need: spiritually, physi-
cally, emotionally, and/or economically. The 
church also planned to have some members 
in att endance at the Global Ministries Border 
Conference in February. 

In the beginning, no one knew what 
all a “Journey to Congo” would entail. In 
recent years, many have said that the church 
is dying. After witnessing the response to 
this journey, one would have to say that the 

church is not dying… it is simply dying to 
know. Ridglea Christian Church is grateful 
for the opportunity to know our neighbors 
all over this world. 

Sarah Riester is program associate for 
Resource Development at the Division of 
Overseas Missions (Global Ministries) 
in Indianapolis. Riester is a member of 
Allisonville Christian Church in Indianapolis 
where she lives.

Photos of Vacation 
Bible School (VBS) 
at Ridglea Christian 
Church, Fort Worth, 
Texas, courtesy of 
Bob and Beth Morris 
of Ridglea church.

Disciples 
Women’s 
study 
available

A study on 
“Refugees 
in and from 
Greece and 
Turkey” is 
available for 
Disciples 
Women’s 
groups 
at www.
discipleshome 
missions.org/ 
pages/RIM-
Material.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
http://www.discipleshome
http://www.discipleshome
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Christianity at its Best!

Most Disciples congregations that resett le 
refugees are located near Church World Service 
Immigration and Refugee Program (CWS/IRP) 
offi  ces and, therefore, can resett le through the 
Disciples Refugee and Immigration Ministries. 
However, not being near a CWS/IRP offi  ce hasn’t 
stopped University Christian Church in Boise, 
Idaho, from resett ling refugees arriving to their 
community through another agency.

Our congregation has been assisting 
refugees for many years. The fi rst refugees 
we helped were the Hmong, an ethnic group 
from Laos. Later, several families from 
Russia sett led in Boise and received our 
help. Several of these families still live here 
and their children att end college. They are 
business owners and have become valued 
members of the community. We are now 
ministering to families from the Congo 
and Burma.

Several of the refugees and their ex-
tended families att end our church and par-
ticipate in church programs and activities, 
including three of the current families from 

Burma. One of the “lost boys of Sudan” and 
his wife att end church, and he is now our 
custodian. The church quilting group as-
sisted him in gett ing his wife to the United 
States by auctioning off  a quilt they had 
made as well as quilting for others. The 
custodian and his wife recently welcomed a 
daughter to their family. Our church family 
continues to grow!

These refugee families fl ee their native 
countries because of persecution and their 
desire for freedom. Many have been in 
refugee camps for years, some as long as 
seven to 10 years. They are very grateful 
for the freedom they have and any help 
they are given. They are givers and hard 
workers. They face adversity with smiles 
on their faces. Each of them works hard to 
save the $700 necessary to pay for citizen-
ship applications. Many save money to go 
to school and college, to make themselves 
bett er Americans.

 When they become part of our Uni-
versity Christian Church family, they have 
found a family and friends that can help 
them. This is Christianity at its best. Anyone 
can be a missionary in his or her own com-
munity. It is very rewarding work and the 
recipients are very grateful.

By Jolene Johnstun, member of University 
Christian Church in Boise, Idaho.

Benson Anthony, Gabrielle Atim Benson and Mary 
Benson. Photo by Jim Kirby, pastor of University 
Christian Church in Boise, Idaho.

“These refugee 
families fl ee 
their native 
countries 
because of 
persecution 
and their desire 
for freedom. 
Many have 
been in refugee 
camps for 
years, some as 
long as seven 
to 10 years.”

VBS at University 
Christian Church in 
Boise, Idaho. Photo 
courtesy of University 
Christian Church.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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Find details, download samples, and 
get special discounts on these and other 
resources for small group studies at 
www.ChalicePress.com
800-366-3383

INVITE ■ EQUIP ■ SEND

With You Always [God’s Critical Presence]
With You [in person]
With You [in scripture]
With You [in partnership]

 8 sessions for flexible scheduling
 Mission stories & Bible study for adults & 

older youth
 Mission stories from India, Haiti, & Africa
 Featuring India — map, facts, & local 

recipes
 English and Spanish editions

  

2011-2012 Nuevo Dia para los Cristianos
Small Groups

2010 RIM resettlement
Refugee and Immigration Ministries Resett led 1,204 refugees during 2010 

from the following countries:

Afghanistan   13
Bhutan 163
Burma 233
Burundi     4
Cambodia     7
Cuba 170
Democratic Republic of Congo   34
Eritrea   30
Ethiopia   10

Former USSR    22
Haiti     4
Iran   86
Iraq 313
Liberia     2
Palestine     9
Somalia   97
Vietnam     7  

Looking for congregations that have had immigration conversations!
Has your congregation set aside time for a conversation about immigration?  DHM’s Refugee 
and Immigration Ministries (RIM) is looking for congregations that have had immigration 
conversations to learn how the conversations have been received and to look for persons who 
might be able to share their experiences with other congregations at General Assembly this 
summer.  If your congregation has had an immigration conversation, please send an email to 
Jennifer Riggs, Director of RIM, to tell her about your experience at jriggs@dhm.disciples.org.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
mailto:jriggs@dhm.disciples.org
http://www.ChalicePress.com
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One of the many gifts of 
hard economic times

Greater Cooperation

DHM and The Disciples Seminary Foun-
dation have combined resources to make 
available a Korean translation of the book, 
Young Children and Worship, by Jerome 
Berryman and Sonja Stewart. This is the 
basic text book that is used for the program, 
Children Worship & Wonder. One of the 
translators, Soo Yun, has begun off ering 
the Children Worship & Wonder Program 
in her own Korean congregation and in an 
Anglo congregation as well. 

Soo Yun says, “I give thanks for the won-
derful opportunity to att end the Children 
Worship & Wonder Story Teller Training 
in Gilbert, Arizona. The experience was re-
ally great and it rekindled my passion for 
children’s ministry. Last Sunday, I did the 
“Story of the Light” with the kids and it was 
amazing to watch them paying att ention 
and listening to the story. I had a few kids 
with extreme ADHD and behavior problems 

and even they were paying att ention. The 
kids and I are very much looking forward 
to Children Worship & Wonder. I will be 
running the Children Worship & Wonder 
program three times on Sundays, twice 
during the Anglo service and once during 
the Korean service.”

Children Worship & Wonder training 
events, along with the book, Young Children 
and Worship, are now available in Korean 
and Spanish as well as English. Making the 
needs of children a priority, and opening 
ourselves to the gifts of children, always 
brings new life to congregations. And this 
program is revitalizing churches all across 
North America.

If you have questions or need additional 
information on any aspect of family and 
children’s ministry, please contact Kaye 
Edwards, kedwards@dhm.disciples, 434-
832-1119.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
mailto:kedwards@dhm.disciples
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Includes live music CD  and adult learning component

Happenings in Family and Children’s Ministries
Join Disciples Care for Children E-

Group, http://groups.google.com/group/
disciples-care-for-children?hl=en, and join 
Disciples Care for Children on Facebook to 
keep up with what is happening in Fam-
ily and Children’s Ministries and to share 
your ideas.

Save the date!
The fi fth Children Welcome! Conference is 

happening February 23 -25, 2012 in Kansas 
City.  The theme is “Turning Stumbling 
Blocks in to Building Blocks of Faith.” This 
is a joint conference with the Presbyterian 
Church USA.  If you have suggestions for 
workshops and/or speakers, contact Kaye 
Edwards, kedwards@dhm.disciples.org; 
434-832-1119.

Vacation Bible School
Don’t forget that there are a number of 

FREE Vacation Bible School Curriculums 
available through DHM.  Find information 
at www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/
FCM-VBS.

New Resources
A downloadable hard copy of the Kids 

to Kids Missions Program is now available.  
Check it out at: www.kids2kidsmissions.
org/art-smart-page.php.  

WRITTEN BY:
Diane Spleth and Susan McNeely

ORIGINALLY PRODUCED BY:
The Region of Indiana Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada.

ADAPTED FOR KIDS TO KIDS BY:
Kaye Edwards, Director of Family and Children’s Ministries,

Disciples Home Missions, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  
in the United States and Canada

www.Kids2KidsMissions.org 

A children’s curriculum for VBS or  
Rotation Church School

Adapted from Congo Connection!

Journey to Congo

http://globalministries.org/ 

Young Children and Worship is now avail-
able in the Korean language.  You can pur-
chase online or order a CD.  Contact Wilma 
Shuffi  tt , wshuffi  tt @dhm.disciples.org; 888-
346-2631 for additional information.

Resources to help children make 
the transition from Children Worship & 
Wonder to the church’s congregational 
service of worship are available at www.
discipleshomemissions.org/pages/FCM-
TransitonalResources.

Christian 
Family Week 
Resources will 
be available 
soon.  

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
http://groups.google.com/group/
mailto:kedwards@dhm.disciples.org
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/
http://www.kids2kidsmissions
http://www.Kids2KidsMissions.org
http://globalministries.org/
mailto:@dhm.disciples.org
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/FCM-TransitonalResources.Christian
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/FCM-TransitonalResources.Christian
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/FCM-TransitonalResources.Christian
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/FCM-TransitonalResources.Christian
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Is everybody happy?
The conventional wisdom of the Ameri-

can culture says that the ultimate goal in life 
is happiness. If I am not happy then the world 
is out of kilter and this profound wrong must 
be righted. It is our Constitutional right to 
pursue happiness. It is God’s job to make 
sure we live lives that are comfortable and 
problem free. God’s job is to make sure we are 
happy. In business it is generally understood 
that a company’s responsibility is to make 
sure customers are satisfi ed – that they are 
happy. Everyone knows that the customer is 
always right. This also applies to the church.

The church, as long as I have been ob-
serving the church (about 50 years), seems to 
follow right along with the cultural norm. If 
someone in the life of the church is unhappy 
about anything all they have to do is bring 
their unhappiness to the att ention of the 
church leadership and then stand back and 
watch the show. Apologies are immediately 
extended. The church machinery cranks up 
to make sure that whatever changes need 
be made are made and any unacceptable 
changes that are being proposed are stopped 
from being pursued. No one rests until ev-
eryone is happy. It never seems to occur to 
anyone that this is an incredibly senseless 
approach to doing ministry and being the 
church. 

I propose that your personal happiness 
(and mine) is not the goal, is not the driving 
force, of God’s church. My proposition is that 
the mission and goal of the church is much 
larger and farther reaching than yours and 
my personal gratifi cation. I believe we (the 
Church) are on a mission from God. And, 
church transformation will not happen, 
cannot happen, until we embrace God’s mis-
sion and vision for the church. Until we do, 
we will just continue with the status quo of 
maintaining our facilities, maintaining our 
programs and maintaining our members. 
The heart of our ministry will continue to be 
making sure everyone is happy and nobody 
is rocking the boat. It is a happy, comfy, safe 

way to do church. It is also an ungodly way 
to do church.

I have been reading The Orange Code. 
It is the story behind the “unbank,” ING 
Direct. In the chapter, “You Say You Want a 
Revolution?” the story is told of the company 
CEO, Arkadi Kuhlmann, working a shift 
at the bank’s call center, as was his habit. 
A woman on the phone was demanding a 
printed monthly bank statement, something 
the bank doesn’t provide to enable them 
to keep costs down so they can off er their 
customers higher rates on their savings. The 
woman had a large account that she seemed 
to think gave her leverage. The woman, 
gett ing crankier by the minute, informed 
Arkadi that the law demanded that she get 
a printed statement. Arkadi corrected her, 
“The law says you have the right to own a 
gun, but it does not say you have the right 
to a printed bank statement every month.” 
Her reply was, “Has nobody taught you that 
the customer is always right?” She obviously 
didn’t know who was on the other end of the 
phone. The CEO of ING Direct responded, 
“That’s it. You’re not ready for this way of 
banking.” And he closed her account. He 
fi red a customer. What was he thinking?

Because Kuhlmann started ING Direct as 
a mission to “save the saver” he approached 
a business model with some unconventional 
thinking. His approach is an approach that 
we of the church must start considering if we 
are going to lead the church into transfor-
mation. Most churches function to keep the 
present membership content. Our mission 
is to make sure everyone is happy. Even a 
cursory reading of the New Testament will 
serve to completely debunk this ludicrous 
concept of church. The church’s marching 
orders are found in the gospel of Matt hew: 
‘Then Jesus came to them and said, “All au-
thority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Continued on page 19. SeeTransformation.

“It never 
seems to occur 
to anyone 
that this is 
an incredibly 
senseless 
approach to 
doing ministry 
and being the 
church.”

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” (Matt hew 
28:18-20) There it is; clear and concise. Go 
and make a diff erence in this world. Spread 
the amazing news that God loves you and 
there is a healthier, Godlier way of living.

Our job is not to please every whim of 
every person who wants something from us. 
We are going to have to get a white-knuckled 
grip on God’s mission for our church and 
decide that we won’t let go of it for anything. 
When we are being driven by a Godly vision 
we do not divert the ship because someone 
isn’t enjoying the cruise. Can you imagine 
a U.S. Navy ship being diverted from its 
mission because one of the sailors didn’t 
like the way things were going? Can you 
imagine someone in the fi rst century church 
complaining and threatening to leave the 
church because they didn’t like the music 
or because someone changed the order of 
worship? Instead we are to do our very best 
to do worship in a way that honors God and 
att racts unbelievers into the presence of God. 
Whether the present membership “enjoys the 
worship” or is “comfortable” in worship is 
a secondary concern.

I realize that such an approach is contrary 

Transformation 
Continued from page 18.

to everything we know about doing church. 
Could it be that my proposals sound radical 
because we, the church, have been off  course 
for such a long time we have come to accept 
our wrong thinking as correct? As so aptly 
stated by Tom Bandy, “… many churches 
have dropped out of the Christian move-
ment to become ecclesiastical institutions.” 
As ecclesiastical institutions our mission 
has become survival of the institution and 
making sure those served by the institution 
are pleased with the services provided. But 
Christianity is, in fact, a movement of people 
called to change the world.

But, like I said, we of the church are go-
ing to have to do some radical thinking from 
a completely diff erent perspective if we are 
going to bring transformation and new life 
to our quickly dying institutional churches. 
A litt le cosmetic touching up of how we do 
church is not going to bring transforma-
tion. Transformation must begin at our very 
foundations.
Bill McConnell has been the Lead Pastor of 
Legacy Christian Church in Harrison, Ohio 
for nineteen years. He is the author of Renew 
Your Congregation: Healing the sick and 
raising the dead, published by Chalice Press.
Portions of this article appeared in an article, 
“Who or What is Driving this Congregation?“ 
on The Columbia Partnership website, www.
thecolumbiapartnership.org/

ELMC public education committee 
offers a Lenten study guide

The NCC’s public education committ ee 
of Education and Leadership Ministries 
Commission invites you to download a 
new Lenten study guide, Journey to Lent, 
Journey to Learn: A Refl ection on Public 
Education in God’s World Today — for 
personal devotion or as the basis for group 
study, in a Lenten refl ection group, an 
adult education class, a social action com-
mitt ee, a commission on Christian educa-
tion or a women’s group.  www.ncccusa.
org/2011lentenguidepubed.pdf

   Wednesday, April 20  Reflect
   Scripture: Isaiah 50:4-9
   The Tongue of a Teacher

   Rev. Garland Pierce, Associate General Secretary,  
   National Council of Churches, African Methodist Episcopal  
   Church

Centering Prayer

Gracious and giving God, you have gifted everyone. Please show me how to use 
the gift(s) given to me to work toward your justice and encourage those in need. 
Open now your revelation to me. Cause me to go deeper in your word. Make 
clear your call. In the name of the Master Teacher, Jesus, Amen.

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 

with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens-wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.   Isaiah 50:4

The message shared in this beginning of a servant’s song of Second Isaiah had to be quite 
powerful to a dislocated, disinherited people, trying to exist in exile. It offers meaning to 
their suffering as well as offers the challenge of deep discipleship. We all are gifted by God.  
Here the servant notes the gift of “the tongue of a teacher” (NRSV) or “an instructed tongue” 
(NIV).  The powerful gifts to God’s disciples are hearing and speech. To be certain these gifts 
are not solely the physical abilities of hearing and speech but the deeper gifts of perception 
and knowing in one’s being and the ability to express truth as revealed. These gifts are given 
not for our well being alone but “to sustain the weary with a word.”  The dislocated and 
disinherited are to be lifted up. The “over the counter” children and the “throw aways” must be 
counted.  

Historically, the period of Lent has been a time of instruction for those new to the Christian 
faith. Early on, this period of instruction led ultimately to the baptism of these “instructed” 
converts—their formal rite of passage into the faith community.  

As disciples, our teaching and instructed tongues must speak truth to power in an effort to 
lift not to tear down. The insight which we gain which equips us to witness to the truth is not 
necessarily a quick or easy process.  The servant’s wisdom came through suffering. Ours may 
come through deep examination of complex issues and concerns. Ours may come from sitting 
with suffering for a little while.

Present conversation about public education often dangerously oversimplifies the problems 
and the proposed solutions. In the NCC Pastoral Letter, this warning and invitation is offered, 
“We ask you to partner with us to challenge the unfair and detrimental language of the current 
discourse in educational reform, to re-examine untested assumptions about public education 
policy, and to ensure that untested models of school reform are not imposed from above in 
our nation’s most fragile school districts. Too often criticism of the public schools fails to 
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Wednesday, April 13  Reflect
Scripture: John 9: 1-41
A Limited Vision 
Ms. Martha Bettis Gee, Presbyterian Church, USA

Centering Prayer

 “Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth Thou hast for me. . . Open 
my eyes, illumine me, Spirit Divine!”  Amen.  
(from “Open My Eyes, that I May See”, Clara  H. Scott)

“Surely we are not blind, are we?” (John 9: 40b)

Such a miraculous event as the healing by Jesus of the man blind from birth should spark 
only awe and thanksgiving in those who observed it. Why, then, did this amazing good 
news engender such doubt and skepticism in so many people? The neighbors seemed only 
interested in what they couldn’t see- the healer himself. The Pharisees, experts in the law, 
were focused on just how the law has been broken and the dilemma of how one who broke 
the law could heal. Rather than admit that their traditional assumptions about the law might 
need to be changed, they preferred to deny that God could act through such a one. The 
healed man’s parents were frozen by a fear of the establishment that kept them from testifying 
to the truth. And in the face of this miracle, the authorities in the end kicked the poor man 
out rather than acknowledge the evidence that should have been clear to them. 

Today, our vision for public education is limited by the language and values of the 
marketplace, an approach that may work for producing and marketing products but not 
for the nurturing of a child to achieve his or her full potential. Like those whose lives were 
circumscribed by adhering to the letter of the law, our policy makers have adopted practices 
and measures more appropriate to shaping a product than  the forming of citizens who value 
the common good. And having adopted so wholeheartedly largely unvalidated measures to 
improve public education, there is a danger our policy makers may be unwilling to see if these 
approaches fail our children.

In the words of the NCC Pastoral Letter “… the language of business accountability is used 
to talk about education, a human endeavor of caring… As people of faith we do not view our 
children as products to be tested and managed but instead as unique human beings, created 
in the image of God, to be nurtured and educated.”  We—and our policy makers—have 
a tendency to look for quick fixes and for self-styled visionaries who claim to have all the 
answers. The reality is that complex problems require a concerted community effort where 
schools that are succeeding willingly share models that can lead to success. Competition 
where some schools win and others fail stifles the collaboration that benefits all children. 
Meanwhile places where there is good news about education—public schools where children 
are thriving and good teaching is the hallmark—go unnoticed and unheralded.
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   Wednesday, April 6    Reflect
   Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13  
   Are All Your Sons Here?
   Rev. Andrea Hargett, African Methodist Episcopal Church

   Centering Prayer

 God, come and awaken my spirit that I may perceive  
 as you perceive. Amen.

Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” (1Sam. 16: 11a)

King Saul was rejected by God (1 Samuel 15:10) and Samuel is commanded to anoint his 
replacement. This narrative tells the story of David’s anointing, the anointing of one who 
would be considered the unexpected choice to replace the King who was the people’s choice. 
Samuel is less than enthusiastic; he expresses his reluctance to go to Jesse’s home to anoint 
one of his sons. Even though the same God commands Samuel to anoint Saul, Samuel has 
serious reservations about following new divine orders. At Jesse’s house Samuel’s mindset 
and assessment reflect limited understanding about God’s plan. One by one the sons come 
and the prophet Samuel is sure the son before him is “the one.”  Each time God responds in 
the negative until all have been presented. Samuel is then challenged by the outcome and 
asks; “Are all your sons here?”

The story contains an unexpected conclusion. People are surprised. What might the reasons 
be for their shock? Why are we surprised when the “least likely “are chosen? 

The naked truth is that even when we have been endowed with power from on high, well 
educated, elected to high political offices, appointed as church or community leaders, given 
authority and power to create pathways to successful futures, we have difficulty perceiving as 
God perceives. 

Our systems of public education insist on assessing students without digging deeper to 
understand the potential hidden by current means of evaluation. The value and worth of 
collaborative parental and community engagement in developing effective funding policies 
and learning strategies for all of our children is poorly understood. Consequently, many 
children have been left behind or passed over as unworthy of the blessing an equitable 
opportunity to learn provides. Are all your sons here? No. 

The concern to bring all of our children forward is reflected in the NCC Pastoral Letter, which 
calls on President Obama and the members of Congress to respond to the current misguided 
direction of education reform. “We are concerned today when we hear the civil right to 
education being redefined as the right to school choice, for we know that equitable access to 
opportunity is more difficult to ensure in a mass of privatized alternatives to traditional public 
schools or in school districts being carved apart into small schools of choice.” “As a people 
called to love our neighbors as ourselves, we seek the optimal way to balance the needs of 
each particular child and family with the need to create a system that secures the rights and 
addresses the needs of all children.”
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Wednesday, March 30 Reflect
Scripture: Matthew 25:31-45
When Did We Seek You?  
When Did We Perceive You?
Ms. Julie Taylor, Women’s Division, United Methodist Church

Centering Prayer
In these moments, help me, O Holy One, to understand as you understand.  
Amen.

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you 

did it to me.  (v. 40)

This is a passage used most often to justify all the works of charity. It is the measurement of 
how the church does mission and ministry. What church has not utilized this Scripture for 
a youth work project or missions emphasis?  It is the basis for any social justice emphasis 
embraced by the church. Jesus provides a long teaching segment in this part of Matthew, and 
here he is providing one of the key elements of the nature of God – that the Spirit lives in “the 
least of these.”  

As the judgment of this passage unfolds, Jesus is dividing people into two groups.  When the 
questions are asked, they have the same criteria – what did you do for the hungry, thirsty, 
stranger, naked, sick and imprisoned?  Both groups respond that they did not recognize Jesus 
that way.  Mother Teresa once offered this prayer, 

“Mary, Mother of Jesus, give me your heart so beautiful, so pure, so 
immaculate, so full of love and humility that I may be able to receive Jesus in 
the Bread of Life, love Him as You loved Him, and serve Him as You served 
Him, in the distressing disguise of the poorest of the poor. Amen.”  

 (http://home.comcast.net/-motherteresasite/prayers.html)
  

But Jesus does not seem at all concerned with whether He was recognized by either of these 
groups.  His focus is on what they did or did not do. When we encounter others, how deeply 
do we search and what do we do?

I have always been touched by these responses. At times I have asked this question of myself 
– when have I encountered Jesus?  Do I encounter Him in the face of the homeless, the 
hungry, the sick, the prisoner, the stranger?  Search deeper, I tell myself. Get to the essence 
of a person who might be bruised, drunk, asleep, depressed, angry, complacent, lethargic, 
fidgety, ignorant or defiant.  What is deep within the person I encounter?  What is really there?
This teaching of Jesus is reminding us of the importance of really valuing what God perceives 
in others. Jesus tells us to search deeper than the outside of a person. The truth is deeper 
than the surface and this judgment in this passage demonstrates that well.   

Today there is a plethora of information about public education available. It is mentioned 
in campaign speeches, though perhaps more for effect and seldom with any real effort to 
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 Wednesday, March 23  Reflect
 Scripture: John 4: 1-30
 In Spirit and in Truth – Race, Class,  
 Gender Aside
 Ms. Julie Taylor, Women’s Division, United Methodist Church

Centering Prayer

Help me, O God, in these moments of reflection, to focus on You and You 
alone.  Let my heart be still from the worries of today so that I can hear your 
Spirit’s voice speaking to my heart.  Thank you for your grace and peace.  
Amen.  

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 

and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him.  (v. 22)

The “Samaritan Woman” is one of the most well-known and told biblical stories.  The 
conversation between her and Jesus is an interesting contrast in behavior.  First, we must 
understand that women in that day were considered less than men, more like property.  
Second, we must understand that Samaritans were hated by Jews and vice versa because 
they remained in Israel during the time when Israel was overthrown and many of them 
intermarried with the “foreigners” during this time.

As we read this account, we can discern the realities of the situation. The woman herself notes 
two distinct hesitations Jesus should have about talking with her. She asks him, “How is it that 
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”  Later, in verse 27, the author notes the 
disciples’ puzzlement that Jesus was speaking to a woman and even speculates about their 
unspoken questions.  

It was a pattern of Jesus to reach out to and recognize the marginalized and despised – 
Samaritans, lepers, tax collectors, poor, women, mentally ill, demon possessed, and so forth. 
Jesus reached across the Jewish prejudice against race and gender and ability and religion 
to engage human beings. Acts 1:8 follows Jesus’ story with some of his last words that power 
will be sent to his disciples so they can be his witnesses to “Jerusalem, Judea, SAMARIA and 
the uttermost parts of the earth.”  In this Jesus is covering more than just the typical Jewish 
understanding of “where” the good news was to be shared; it was with those they knew, those 
familiar, those far away but also those they despised. The story of Acts relays the response of 
the early disciples to truly follow Jesus’ intention in 9:31. It says, “So the church throughout 
all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up …”  We know that this new 
Christian faith opened itself as Jesus did. Christians reached out to the marginalized with the 
love of God.  

The conversation between Jesus and this woman is a bit cryptic but she is direct and clear in 
what she asks. On his part, Jesus is pushing her to a much deeper truth. He is getting to the 
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 Wednesday, March 16  Reflect
 Scripture: Exodus 17: 1-7

 Resources in the Wilderness
 Ms. Martha Bettis Gee, Presbyterian Church, USA 
 

 
Centering Prayer

Come, Holy Spirit. As you worked in and through Moses to release the 
water deep within the wilderness rock, make me receptive to your will. 
Break open my mind to receive Your Word. Amen.

The Lord said to Moses, . . . “Strike the rock and water will come out of it, so that the 

people may drink.” 

Moses did so . . . (Exodus 17: 5a, 6b and c)

After the hardships of slavery, the uncertainties of plagues and the angel of death 
passing in the night, after the terror of the flight and the crossing of the Red Sea, the 
Israelites were facing the hard reality of life in the wilderness—not for days or weeks, 
but for months and years. Freedom came with a price, and that price was not knowing 
where the next meal would come from. And now, there was no water either—none at 
all. It was natural to be discouraged, and to cry out to God. If God was really there, 
then surely the Holy One would provide for their needs, if necessary making water 
materialize out of thin air. 

But God is not the One to be put to the test. In response to the Israelites’ cries, God 
responded to Moses, not with advice on how to deal with the people’s complaints, 
but with directions on how to find water. Rather than a miraculous flood of water out 
of nowhere, God worked in and through Moses to release the water coursing through 
deep rock formations. 

The issues that impact public education today can seem like an intractable wilderness 
experience, too. The more we try to break free into real solutions, the more we seem to 
wander further and further away, aimlessly drifting toward barrenness instead of life. If 
God really cared about the fifty million children in our public education system, we say 
to ourselves, God would provide for their needs, if necessary making the will and the 
resources materialize out of thin air. 

As it was in the wilderness, so it can be with the things needed to make our public 
schools the best they can be for all children. Like the water deep within the rock in 
the wilderness, it is not for lack of material resources that our schools languish. The 
resources our children so desperately need are there, but too many children in too 
many schools lack access to them. The children of privilege and prosperity often have 

  Wednesday, March 9  Reflect
Scripture: Philippians 4:2-9

Think on These Things
Rev. Garland Pierce, Associate General Secretary, National Council of Churches,  
African Methodist Episcopal Church

Centering Prayer

Compassionate God, cause me to have a mind more like that of Christ.  Cause 
my thoughts to dwell in things that edify others and myself and glorify you.  
The honorable, just, pure, pleasing, commendable and excellent things—make 
these the subjects of my thoughts, my words, and my actions. In Christ’s 
name, Amen.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 

is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 

praise, think about these things. (Philippians 4:8)

Here we have a teacher’s challenge to his students. Paul writes to the faith community of 
Philippi, with whom he has taught, worshipped, served, and struggled. It is clear that there 
are struggles in this faith community, without and within. As Paul encourages two leaders 
in the community in particular to find resolution to their differences, he also commends 
the faithful response of gentleness. Likewise, he encourages prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving. This teacher reminds the community of the principles he has taught and the 
ways of relating to one another in community. 

Paul then lifts up principles or standards—truth, honor, justice, purity, that which is pleasing 
and commendable, excellence, and that which is worthy of praise. Many biblical scholars 
note that these principles were not exclusive to the Christian faith but were lifted as ideals 
even in the broader Greek culture. Such principles certainly reflect the mind of Christ; but, 
what are we to make that these standards are not exclusively Christian? Might Paul have been 
signaling to the Philippian Christians and Christians today that there are standards of relating 
in community that can serve as common ground for our work for the common good?

The notion of common good seems to have been lost as of late in a climate of rigid partisan 
alignment and vitriolic debate on one social issue or another. Often there seems to be 
little agreement and even less tolerance to hear out and discuss differing opinions and 

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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(Upper left) Xose Escamillo, pastor of Casa de Oracion 
(host congregation) welcomes conference participants 
to his church. (above) Leaders of UCC and Disciples 
Mexican churches came to share their perspectives 
with conference participants. (below) Pollution caused 
by Maquiladoras plants in a border community. (left) 
Participants visited Casa de los Pobres, a facility run 
by a few nuns that assists people deported from the 
United States to Mexico. Photos by David Vargas.
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Statement of the participants of
Turning Walls into Tables: A Border Conference

Feb. 13, 2011
Our Confession

We are members of Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ congregations in 
the U.S., together with leaders of the Disciples and Congregational Churches of Mexico, 
who have gathered in San Diego, California, February 10-13, 2011 to participate in the 
conference “Turning Walls into Tables”. Here we traveled to Tijuana, Mexico and visited 
communities living in the shadow of the border wall, subjected to the poverty and abuse 
created by the maquiladora economy of the borderlands, the North American and Central 
American Free Trade Agreements (NAFTA and CAFTA), and other global economic 
policies. We have heard stories of dislocation and distress from those forced to leave 
families and homes to risk the dangerous migration to the border, and often across it to 
fi nd work in the U.S.

As members of the Community of Faith we have come together as a diverse group 
interconnected by the fact that we are all created in the image of God. Yet we confess that 
we build walls where we should build bridges. We create barriers of division because 
of our perceived diff erences. We acknowledge that we have helped build this wall and 
many others that cut across God’s creation.

We confess as the Body of Christ that we have failed to live out the words of Jesus, 
to love God and to love our neighbors as ourselves (Mark 12:31), and to off er hospitality 
to the Stranger as we would Christ (Matt hew 25:35). We have not done enough to turn 
the walls of our world into tables of shared love and reconciliation.

Our Call
Based on our experiences along the borderlands of San Diego/Tijuana, presentations 

by border and immigration experts, participation in workshops and theological refl ec-
tion, we call on our two denominations and their congregations to be more welcoming 
of all migrants by:

• Learning about the borderlands of Mexico and the U.S., and the vibrancy and the 
challenges of life here, including the root causes that push and pull migrants to 
the U.S., and the devastating impact of the separation wall on families and com-
munities, the environment and natural life;

• Opposing the militarization of the border and the confl ation of migrants with 
terrorism;

• Providing humanitarian assistance to immigrants in need, especially those who 
risk the journey of terror across the U.S./Mexico border;

• Speaking out against economic practices that make corporate profi t more impor-
tant than respect for human life;

• Speaking out against unjust state and local immigration policies in communities 
across the country, and advocating for national immigration reform that is just, 
fair and compassionate;

• Speaking out against anti-immigrant att itudes within our congregations and 
broader society, especially those directed at the undocumented;

Continued on page 24. See Our Call.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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A gift of just $1,000 
starts a named 
permanent fund at 
the Christian Church 
Foundation. A 
Permanent Fund Gift 
Agreement allows 
the donor to direct 
annual distributions 
to charitable causes, 
thereby providing an 
ongoing stream of 
funds for ministry in 
perpetuity. To learn 
more, contact the 
Foundation at (800) 
668-8016 or at www.
disciples.org/ccf.

Our Call Continued from page 23.

• Building relationships through immersion experiences with communities along 
both sides of the U.S.-Mexico borderlands, and by seeking to engage and share 
ministry with Hispanic and Latino/a communities in cities across the U.S., whether 
immigrant or not;

• Reviewing our ideas, assumptions and language regarding the “other” and what 
it means to be “American,” “citizen,” and even “Christian”; and

• Providing the resources needed within our denominations to make immigrant 
pastors and congregations full partners in ministry.

Our Commitment
We commit to identifying the walls that exist in our communities—from language, 

education, residency and economic disparity, to other political, religious and social 
boundaries. These walls impede the creation of God’s Realm on earth.

We commit our congregations to changing walls that divide into tables of welcome 
for everyone, regardless of immigration status.

We commit ourselves to respond to the gospel call to welcome the stranger, for we 
have become even more aware that we are “no longer strangers and aliens, but citizens 
with the saints, and also members of the household of God” (Ephesians 2:19).

“Inhabit Conference” about mobilizing 
people for missional communities

TransFORM Network (www.trans-
formnetwork.org) and The Parish Collec-
tive (www.parishcollective.org) are joining 
forces to host “Inhabit Conference,” a West 
Coast regional gathering on missional com-
munity formation, Friday-Sunday, April 29-
May 1, 2011, at Mars Hill Graduate School in 
Seatt le, Washington. Hope Partnership for 
Missional Transformation, a collaborative 
eff ort of Church Extension, Disciples Home 
Mission and Higher Education Leadership 
Ministries, is involved in sponsoring and 
promoting the event.

Launched in fall 2009, TransFORM held 
its fi rst regional gathering earlier this year 
in Washington, D.C., which was att ended 
by around 250 people. Participants in that 
gathering took up an impromptu collection 
to help fund a similar West Coast Gathering, 
which yielded $1,000 to help get this April 
2011 event off  the ground.

The Parish Collective, which began in 
Fall 2008, held a series of city-wide gather-
ings (in conjunction with Forge Canada) 
in June 2010 in four Pacifi c Northwest cit-

ies — Edmonton, Vancouver, Seatt le, and 
Portland.

The network organizers for TransFORM 
and The Parish Collective are very excited to 
be working together now on a regional event 
to focus on training and mobilizing people 
to form missional communities of practice 
with a special emphasis on rootedness in 
neighborhoods and a robust theology of 
place. Thanks to Mars Hill Graduate School 
for their hospitality in hosting this event. 
Visit www.inhabitconference.com for more 
details, including registration information.

Please contact Steve Knight, Hope 
Partnership for Missional Transformation, 
sknight@churchextension.org for more 
information.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
http://www.disciples.org/ccf
http://www.disciples.org/ccf
http://www.trans-formnetwork.org
http://www.trans-formnetwork.org
http://www.trans-formnetwork.org
http://www.parishcollective.org
http://www.inhabitconference.com
mailto:sknight@churchextension.org
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DHM 2010 list of donors
With gratitude and appreciation, Disciples Home Missions lists the people and orga-

nizations who made donations to our mission work. With our general ministry partners, 
we promote diversity, growth, renewal, and leadership throughout the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). These gifts make our work possible.
Rev. Rebecca K. Littlejohn Anniston, Ala.
Stewart & Sarah Draper Birmingham, Ala.
Janet MacKenzie Gurley, Ala.
Nancy M. Stayman Huntsville, Ala.
Brenda Matkin Laceys Spring, Ala.
David G. Aichele Madison, Ala.
Pennie Doss Glendale, Ariz.
East Mesa Christian Church Mesa, Ariz.
Rev. & Mrs. George L. Harrison Sun City, Ariz.
Rev. Douglas R. Bland Tempe, Ariz.
Revs. William & Mary Jacobs Tempe, Ariz.
Chaplain Allen L. Cunningham Tucson, Ariz.
Suzanne Delap Tucson, Ariz.
Rev. David C. Hedgepeth 

& Monica Hardcastle Tucson, Ariz.
George & Janet Tolman Tucson, Ariz.
First Christian Church, 

Disciples Women Minstries Tucson, Ariz.
Patricia L. Bell Fayetteville, Ark.
Ronald & Judith Anderson Goodyear, Ark.
Linda D. Kline Houston, Ark.
Amy Beans Rogers, Ark.
Lynn Chastain Altadena, Calif.
Dan Crawford Altadena, Calif.
Rev. Larry W. Hixon Altadena, Calif.
Rev. & Mrs. Alan Hilberg Bakersfi eld, Calif.
First Christian Church Bakersfi eld, Calif.
Juliet Kniff en Berkeley, Calif.
Norma Torres Berkeley, Calif.
Th e Table Berkeley, Calif.
Rev. Janice L. Seymour Chatsworth, Calif.
Diane Terrell Chico, Calif.
Wendy Bayer-Divine Claremont, Calif.
Dan & Frances Genung Claremont, Calif.
Th omas J. Liggett Claremont, Calif.
Mr. & Mrs. Hallam Shorrock Claremont, Calif.
Don & Linda Shelton Duarte, Calif.
Rev. Dr. Joseph Driskill El Cerrito, Calif.
Linda R. Olson Fairfi eld, Calif.
James & Helen Bailey Fullerton, Calif.
Laura Furlong Geyserville, Calif.
Karen M. Cullen Glendora, Calif.
First Christian Church Glendora, Calif.
Chaplain Robert M. Grove Idyllwild, Calif.
Akira and Martha Suzuki Inglewood, Calif.
Torrey Pines Christian Church La Jolla, Calif.
Sandy Hansen Laguna Niguel, Calif.
Judy Row Lakewood, Calif.
Greg Hill Morro Bay, Calif.
Rev. Dr. Dennis Short Newport Beach, Calif.
Sara Steen Oakland, Calif.
Mills Grove Christian Church Oakland, Calif.
Louise Hall Orange, Calif.

Christian Church of Pacifi c Grove Pacifi c Grove, Calif.
Rev. Richard K. Miller Palm Springs, Calif.
Rev. Dr. B. A. Sullenger Palm Springs, Calif.
First Christian Church Pasadena, Calif.
Lou Ann Hughes Roseville, Calif.
Juanita Cope San Francisco, Calif.
Jill K. Foster Torrance, Calif.
Vacaville Christian Church Vacaville, Calif.
Janet Fountain Milton, Nova Scotia, Canada
Don D. & Shirley Brewer Arvada, Colo.
Raymond & Martha Hermanstorfer Arvada, Colo.
Kathryn L. Rodriguez Denver, Colo.
Rev. & Mrs. William J. Nottingham 

 Highlands Ranch, Colo.
Lakewood Christian Church Lakewood, Colo.
Michael D. Grubbs Peyton, Colo.
Revs. Robert & Linda Crump-Bertram Th ornton, Colo.
North Congregational Church New Hartford, Conn.
Chaplain Cecil R. Richardson Bolling AFC, D.C.
Katherine Blaisdell Washington, D.C.
Paula Edwards Washington, D.C.
Mary J. Th omas Washington, D.C.
John N. Hope Brooksville, Fla.
Karen Lyda Clearwater, Fla.
Wilma Wilhelm Clearwater, Fla.
Royal Palm Christian Church Coral Springs, Fla.
Susan Brague Deland, Fla.
Chaplain Fernando Morales Deltona, Fla.
First Christian Church Ft. Walton Beach, Fla.
Annette Mannin Greenacres, Fla.
Sara A. Brooks Jacksonville, Fla.
Richard & Linda Hull Jacksonville, Fla.
Bill Kenley Lakeland, Fla.
Marilyn S. Kenley Lakeland, Fla.
Harriet & Alexander Fletcher Lehigh Acres, Fla.
Liberty Christian Church Miami, Fla.
First Christian Church Naples, Fla.
Russell K. Adams Ocala, Fla.
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Hillery Orlando, Fla.
Richie Sanchez Orlando, Fla.
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Barr Palm Bay, Fla.
First Christian Church Pensacola, Fla.
Joan C. Lawton Sarasota, Fla.
Mary E. Lawton Sarasota, Fla.
Suzanne A. Fischer St. Petersburg, Fla.
Frances H. Gay St. Petersburg, Fla.
Clarence L. Hanna Jr. St. Petersburg, Fla.
Tracey L. Lawler St. Petersburg, Fla.
Harry & Mareida Kingsbery Winter Haven, Fla.
Rev. Betty C. Brewer-Calvert Atlanta, Ga.
John M. Bryant Atlanta, Ga.
Ann B. Doster Blue Ridge, Ga.

Continued on page 26, see Donors
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Donors Continued from page 25.

Dr. Cynthia L. Hale Conyers, Ga.
Suemarie Bass Forrester Decatur, Ga.
Lynda Brooks Decatur, Ga.
Jamie & Clifton Ray Decatur, Ga.
Kathy M. McDowell Lilburn, Ga.
Christopher Goss Marietta, Ga.
Barbara G. Duren Sandy Springs, Ga.
Janice L. Hanson Waynesboro, Ga.
Frances E. Shumake Winder, Ga.
Stan & Jan Witherington Winder, Ga.
First Christian Church, 

Christian Women’s Fellowship Burley, Idaho
Debbie Lasher Hardy Eagle, Idaho
United Church of Moscow Moscow, Idaho
Barbara Taylor Nampa, Idaho
Ruth L. Warr Nampa, Idaho
Christian Church of Arlington Heights 

 Arlington Heights, Ill.
Joseph & Ellen Culpepper Bloomington, Ill.
Clayton Jackson Bloomington, Ill.
Elizabeth G. Zumwalt Bloomington, Ill.
Gloria F. Hernandez Carlock, Ill.
Dyanne Miller Carthage, Ill.
University Place Christian Church, 

Disciples Women Champaign, Ill.
Martha Shine Chicago, Ill.
Harvey & Sybel Th omas Chicago, Ill.
John Baird Decatur, Ill.
Central Christian Church Decatur, Ill.
First Christian Church Edwardsville, Ill.
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ Elmhurst, Ill.
Minta Colburn Eureka, Ill.
Charlotte L. Noe Eureka, Ill.
Susan J. Gullickson Evanston, Ill.
Flanagan Christian Church Flanagan, Ill.
Doris F. Edwards-Klenke Granite City, Ill.
Rev. Ron McNeill Granville, Ill.
William Deutsch Harmon, Ill.
Marcia Kibler Jacksonville, Ill.
Dorothy C. Rueff  Jacksonville, Ill.
Church of Christ Uniting Lexington, Ill.
Evelyn F. Hale Lovington, Ill.
David E. Hunter Mt. Prospect, Ill.
Idris M. Scott Olney, Ill.
L. Arvil Bass, Jr. Peoria, Ill.
Luke W. Rastetter Peoria, Ill.
Doris Forcum Princeton, Ill.
David A. Geenen Rock Island, Ill.
Heather Bieker Rockford, Ill.
Beverly Drillinger Springfi eld, Ill.
First Christian Church Alexandria, Ind.
Rev. Ross H. Walters Avon, Ind.
Gary Ochs Bedford, Ind.
Rev. Helen Enari Bloomington, Ind.
Nelson Steele Bloomington, Ind.
Rev. John B. Hart Bristol, Ind.
Lynn Gosnell Brownsburg, Ind.
Chesterfi eld Christian Church, 

Joyful Servants Sunday School Class Chesterfi eld, Ind.
Chesterfi eld Christian Church Chesterfi eld, Ind.
Sheryl Elston Columbus, Ind.

Barb Younce Eaton, Ind.
Marla and Michael Wills Elkhart, Ind.
Katie Griffi  n Evansville, Ind.
Nadine Burton Fishers, Ind.
Floyds Knobs Christian Church Floyds Knobs, Ind.
John & Kristy Ohneck Fort Wayne, Ind.
Fred & Winifred Muddiman Greenville, Ind.
Connie Metts Greenwood, Ind.
Michael Pennanen Hammond, Ind.
Abby D. Adams Indianapolis, Ind.
Barbara Bozymski Indianapolis, Ind.
Billye P. Bridges Indianapolis, Ind.
Eugene & Evelyn Brown Indianapolis, Ind.
Betty Moore Browning Indianapolis, Ind.
La Marco Cable Indianapolis, Ind.
Patricia Case Indianapolis, Ind.
Janet S. Casey-Allen Indianapolis, Ind.
Rev. Joyce B. Coalson Indianapolis, Ind.
Carol Q. Cosby Indianapolis, Ind.
Mr. & Mrs. James Craddock Indianapolis, Ind.
Rev. Ronald J. Degges Indianapolis, Ind.
W. Joel & Karon Duffi  eld Indianapolis, Ind.
Judy Dunson Indianapolis, Ind.
Ruth D. Heimer Indianapolis, Ind.
Angela K. Herrmann Indianapolis, Ind.
Timothy James Indianapolis, Ind.
April Johnson Indianapolis, Ind.
Harold Johnson Indianapolis, Ind.
Karen Jones Indianapolis, Ind.
Linda McCrae Indianapolis, Ind.
Susan McNeeley Indianapolis, Ind.
Stuart & Sylvia Mill Indianapolis, Ind.
Lonna Owens Indianapolis, Ind.
Huberto & Arlene Pimentel Indianapolis, Ind.
Robert & Louella M. Reinhardt Indianapolis, Ind.
Kathryn M. Riester Indianapolis, Ind.
Robert & Kathryn Riester Indianapolis, Ind.
Sarah Riester Indianapolis, Ind.
Margie Shepherd Indianapolis, Ind.
Robert F. Sieck Indianapolis, Ind.
Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins Indianapolis, Ind.
Geunhee Yu Indianapolis, Ind.
Allisonville Christian Church Indianapolis, Ind.
Central Christian Church Indianapolis, Ind.
National Convocation, Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) Indianapolis, Ind.
National Convocation, 

Minister’s Wives/Husbands Indianapolis, Ind.
Rev. & Mrs. William Jewsbury Kokomo, Ind.
Murrell M. Pigg Lebannon, Ind.
Rex & Vicky Maddy Martinsville, Ind.
John K. Carmichael, Jr. Muncie, Ind.
Delbert & Phyllis Crocker Nashville, Ind.
Joseph M. McElveen New Albany, Ind.
Main Street Christian Church Rushville, Ind.
Rev. Ann Windley Seymore, Ind.
Martha Carroll South Bend, Ind.
Dustin Estes Speedway, Ind.
Christian Church CWF Guild Summitville, Ind.
Chaplain John C. Neece Tell City, Ind.
Joseph Grieb Terre Haute, Ind.
William & Elizabeth Hine Terre Haute, Ind.

Continued on page 27, see Donors

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org


27

The Disciples’ AdvocateVisit www.discipleshomemissions.org

Spring 2011

Donors Continued from page 26.
Mary (Cay) Long West Lafayette, Ind.
Jan Rybka West Lafayette, Ind.
Janet Lott Ames, Iowa
Rev. Robert Terry Halstead Davenport, Iowa
First Christian Church Davenport, Iowa
Charles & Barbara Bare Des Moines, Iowa
Capitol Hill Christian Church Des Moines, Iowa
Jeff rey & Kelly Fett Donnellson, Iowa
Billy & Dena Gregory-Burchett Donnellson, Iowa
Craig & Susan Krebill Donnellson, Iowa
Susan McCracken Fairfi eld, Iowa
Sheryl Butler Glenwood, Iowa
Susan Duncan Marshalltown, Iowa
Patricia D. McDonald Muscatine, Iowa
Julie Bishop Gibson Newton, Iowa
Carolyn J. Martin Ottumwa, Iowa
Ruth A. Lang Sioux City, Iowa
Faith United Church of Christ Tripoli, Iowa
Ronald Howard Keith Woodbine, Iowa
Doyle Coff man Abilene, Kan.
Doyle & Marilyn Coff man Abilene, Kan.
Chaplain Christine Edwards Atwood, Kan.
First Christian Church Augusta, Kan.
Dr. & Mrs. John Walker Bonner Springs, Kan.
Jo Ann Chance Cheney, Kan.
John F. Smith Lansing, Kan.
Alice Leak Leavenworth, Kan.
First Christian Church, 

Disciples Men Leavenworth, Kan.
First Christian Church, 

Disciples Women  Leavenworth, Kan.
First Christian Church Manhattan, Kan.
Jean Hassman McPherson, Kan.
Joanna Hime McPherson, Kan.
Pat Wheeler McPherson, Kan.
Rev. Laura K. Dargitz Newton, Kan.
Herschel & Shirley Dugan Olathe, Kan.
John & Kirby R. Gould Olathe, Kan.
James Crowe Overland Park, Kan.
George and Arthea Saller Overland Park, Kan.
Cheryl Tinkler Pittsburg, Kan.
Clydene Young Salina, Kan.
Shirley Cook Topeka, Kan.
Loy & Janie Jones Topeka, Kan.
Rev. Linda M. Kemp Topeka, Kan.
Carrie J. Lancaster Topeka, Kan.
Robert & Mary A. Langston Topeka, Kan.
Barbara Runge Topeka, Kan.
Shelton Memorial Christian Church Ulysses, Kan.
Gladys Hoefer Wichita, Kan.
David & Allison Longman Wichita, Kan.
Rev. Dr. William H. McConnell Wichita, Kan.
June E. Moore Wichita, Kan.
James W. & Mary Th elman Wichita, Kan.
Hillside Christian Church Wichita, Kan.
Larry and Deborah Sivis Ashland, Ky.
Rev. Patricia Hatfi eld Covington, Ky.
Eloise V. Renaker Dry Ridge, Ky.
Erlanger Christian Church Erlanger, Ky.
Deborah K. Sivis Flatwoods, Ky.
Kathryn Voiers Flemingsburg, Ky.

Anne H. Hilen Frankfort, Ky.
John Opsata Frankfort, Ky.
Louise Price Georgetown, Ky.
Dr. & Mrs. Wayne Bell Lexington, Ky.
Donald K. Gillett Lexington, Ky.
Georgia Meece Lexington, Ky.
G. Philip Points Lexington, Ky.
Sarah Renfro Lexington, Ky.
Sharon Warner Lexington, Ky.
Twin Pines Christian Church Lexington, Ky.
Caroline Martinson Louisville, Ky.
Middletown Christian Church Louisville, Ky.
Lavece Hughes Nicholasville, Ky.
Dennis J. Gray Paducah, Ky.
Susie L. Gray Paducah, Ky.
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Congleton Richmond, Ky.
William A. McKenney Richmond, Ky.
Bennett D. Poage Richmond, Ky.
Michael E. Karunas Baton Rouge, La.
Dick & Beverly Longo Metairie, La.
Debra Joseph New Orleans, La.
Jackie Valentine Shrevesport, La.
First Christian Church, 

Christian Women’s Fellowship Slidell, La.
Starbucks Andover, Mass.
Jean H. Vandergrift Boston, Mass.
Timothy Longman Cambridge, Mass.
Patricia Pepper Cambridge, Mass.
Bill & Lee Longman Watertown, Mass.
Sara Hindsley Greenbelt, Md.
Joan N. Sidell Takoma Park, Md.
Luz Maiuri Williamsport, Md.
Revs. Russell & Barbara Fuller Ann Arbor, Mich.
Leroy & Brenda Etheridge Detroit, Mich.
Helen C. Dilworth Fenton, Mich.
Woodgrove Brethren Christian Parish Hastings, Mich.
Rev. & Mrs. Jon Lacey Holt, Mich.
Mr. & Mrs. Irvin W. Green Ypsilanti, Mich.
Linda Lewis-White Ypsilanti, Mich.
Paul & Alyce Mahoney Cottage Grove, Minn.
Patricia Ann Carter Minneapolis, Minn.
Warren & Karen Westphal Minneapolis, Minn.
Jay B. Hillestad Prairie, Minn.
Terry Marvin St. Paul Park, Minn.
Edith J. Seefeldt St. Paul Park, Minn.
Mary M. Hurlocker White Bear Lake, Minn.
Patricia Parker Itta Bena, Miss.
Norweida Roberts Jackson, Miss.
Ann T. Pickett Moss Point, Miss.
Mississippi Christian 

Missionary Convention Natchez, Miss.
Samuel & Ann B. Heltzel Vicksburg, Miss.
Aff ton Christian Church Aff ton, Mo.
Dianne Revels Camdenton, Mo.
Community Christian Church Camdenton, Mo.
Paula Conrad Clinton, Mo.
Bonnie Zager College Park, Mo.
Rev. and Mrs. H. J. & F. V. Brown Columbia, Mo.
Broadway Christian Church Columbia, Mo.
Sally A. Robinson Columbia, Mo.
Cynthia Wilshire Eldon, Mo.
Andrew Olree Florissant, Mo.
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Chaplain James Storie  Ft. Leonard, Mo.
Gregory S. Th ogmartin Ft. Leonardwood, Mo.
Federated Church Hamilton, Mo.
George & Norma Gleason Independence, Mo.
Christian Church of Mid-America Jeff erson City, Mo.
Carolyn Gooden Kansas City, Mo.
Mary Lou Kegler Kansas City, Mo.
Community Christian Church Kansas City, Mo.
Hickman Mills Christian Church Kansas City, Mo.
New Song Church Kansas City, Mo.
Swope Parkway United Christian Church Kansas City, Mo.
Lake Ozark Christian Church Lake Ozark, Mo.
H. David Williams Liberty, Mo.
First Christian Church Marshall, Mo.
First Christian Church  North Kansas City, Mo.
Rev. A. C. Cuppy Raymore, Mo.
Rev. & Mrs. Eugene Frazier Raymore, Mo.
Mr. & Mrs. Ian McCrae Raymore, Mo.
Dale & Betty Miller Raymore, Mo.
Denise Olmstead Raymore, Mo.
J.P. Channels Raytown, Mo.
Chaplain Margaret Gaylor Springfi eld, Mo.
Evelyn Nichols Springfi eld, Mo.
National Ave. Christian Church Springfi eld, Mo.
Brenda J. Hines St. Joseph, Mo.
Janet Hall St. Louis, Mo.
Th omas & Emily Pearce St. Louis, Mo.
Carl & Donna Philips St. Louis, Mo.
Suzanne Webb, 

Union Avenue Christian Church St. Louis, Mo.
Northwest Area Women’s Ministries Trenton, Mo.
Revs. Steven & Donna Doan Troy, Mo.
Gene B. Bates West Plains, Mo.
Chaplain Michael E. Gilbert Great Falls, Mont.
Rev. Ronald C. Greene 

& Ruth Fletcher Great Falls, Mont.
Randall Gene Knowles Great Falls, Mont.
Jean Muir Great Falls, Mont.
Gene Derryberry Asheville, N.C.
Rev. & Mrs. Pablo Stone Black Mountain, N.C.
Jacqualyn C. McHenry Burlington, N.C.
Mary Talbert Cary, N.C.
Danyse Kingsbery Charlotte, N.C.
Eleanor Bradshaw Clinton, N.C.
Eric & Patricia Gass Columbus, N.C.
Mary M. Brannon Dudley, N.C.
Mary Kay Hennessey Fayetteville, N.C.
Elizabeth Keeney Fayetteville, N.C.
Katherine Townsend Goldsboro, N.C.
John M. Von Almen Goldsboro, N.C.
Penny B. Ziemer Goldsboro, N.C.
Rev. Sekinah Hamlin Greensboro, N.C.
Sandra Woodruff  Greensboro, N.C.
Sylvia Overton Greenville, N.C.
Valorie W. Sullivan Greenville, N.C.
Sandra C. White Greenville, N.C.
Robert P. Kennel Holly Springs, N.C.
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Burton Hurdle Mills, N.C.
Babs Gordon Jamestown, N.C.
Karen D. Nolan Morrisville, N.C.
Sandra K. Daniels Newport, N.C.

Rev. Nancy Carol Stahl Newton, N.C.
Gwen Williams Raleigh, N.C.
Marilyn F. Williams Raleigh, N.C.
Lois Bayer Sanford, N.C.
Ida W. Williams Tarboro, N.C.
Mary H. Williams Tarboro, N.C.
Jane Worsley Washington, N.C.
St. John’s Church of Christ Washington, N.C.
Valerie Melvin Wilson, N.C.
Daisy R. Chambers Winston-Salem, N.C.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ward Winston-Salem, N.C.
Chaplain L. C. Steve Chisolm Albuquerque, N.M.
Barbara A. Free Albuquerque, N.M.
Stephen K. Goss Albuquerque, N.M.
Stephen & Carrie Miller Albuquerque, N.M.
Jan & Ralph Stone Jemez Springs, N.M.
First Christian Church Las Cruces, N.M.
H. Wesley Perkins Ithaca, N.Y.
Lynda Serene Jones New York, N.Y.
Margaret E. Rice New York, N.Y.
Mildred S. Newman Williamsburg, N.Y.
Teresa Olberding Falls City, Neb.
Freeda Romine Falls City, Neb.
Rev. & Mrs. N. Dwain Acker Lincoln, Neb.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Few Lincoln, Neb.
Rev. Glenda D. Moore Lincoln, Neb.
Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Raleigh J. Peterson Lincoln, Neb.
First Christian Church Lincoln, Neb.
First Christian Church North Platte, Neb.
Kenneth & Lois LaFon Omaha, Neb.
First Christian Church Scottsbluff , Neb.
Doris M. Bennett Genoa, Nev.
First Christian Church, 

Christian Men’s Fellowship Las Vegas, Nev.
Dennis Bartek & Joann Carver Akron, Ohio
First Christian Church Chillicothe, Ohio
Fifth Christian Church, 

Christian Women’s Ministries Cincinnati, Ohio
Mr. & Mrs. Roscoe Dickerson Cleveland, Ohio
Juanita L. Potts Cleveland, Ohio
Nellie J. King Cleveland, Ohio
Bethany Christian Church Cleveland, Ohio
Barbara L. Dewey Clyde, Ohio
Candace J. Seaman Clyde, Ohio
Rev. & Mrs. Kenneth W. Coy Columbus, Ohio
George & Barbara Wilburn Columbus, Ohio
First Community Church Columbus, Ohio
Central Christian Church Coshocton, Ohio
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Hively Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
J.R. & Margy Patterson Dayton, Ohio
Washington Avenue Christian Church Elyria, Ohio
United Christian Church Englewood, Ohio
Lauren Mae Odell-Scott Kent, Ohio
First Christian Church Lisbon, Ohio
Rev. & Mrs. Nathan Smith Maineville, Ohio
Mr. & Mrs. David Harlow Munroe Falls, Ohio
Ledgewood Christian Church Novelty, Ohio
William Spangler Painsville, Ohio
Marcia Naugle Portage, Ohio
Dennis L. Brown Ravenna, Ohio
Evelyn R. Smith Shaker Heights, Ohio
Jack Sullivan Shaker Heights, Ohio
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Rev. and Mrs. C. Edward Weisheimer Shaker Heights, 

Ohio
Freda Kramer Wadsworth, Ohio
James Rivers Wadsworth, Ohio
Hugh Morgan Warren, Ohio
Central Christian Church, 

Christian Men’s Fellowship Warren, Ohio
Joanne Howard Westerville, Ohio
Connie J. Long Worthington, Ohio
Elizabeth P. Edmondson Xenia, Ohio
Kathryn Lucille Wilson Xenia, Ohio
Victoria Kumorowski Zanesville, Ohio
Aline Christian Church Aline, Okla.
Ruth Spurgeon Bartlesville, Okla.
Leslie Dotson Broken Arrow, Okla.
Helen Franklin Claremore, Okla.
Rev. Diane Baker Dallas, Okla.
First Christian Church Duncan, Okla.
Dorothy Messenger Edmond, Okla.
First Christian Church Elk City, Okla.
Joe & Sarah Jones Hulbert, Okla.
Mildred Gee Midwest City, Okla.
Kathleen E. Simmons Midwest City, Okla.
Rev. Donna Compton Oklahoma City, Okla.
Brenda Frazier Oklahoma City, Okla.
Clayette Tucker Oklahoma City, Okla.
Rev. & Mrs. John M. Imbler Tulsa, Okla.
Richard & Peggy V. Ziglar Tulsa, Okla.
Bethany Christian Church Tulsa, Okla.
First Christian Church Yukon, Okla.
Bud & Janice Ames Corvallis, Ore.
Kathleen Holmston Hood River, Ore.
Arthur & Mary Lou Campbell Medford, Ore.
Linda Payne Portland, Ore.
Lynchwood Christian Church Portland, Ore.
Cynthia O. Arnold California, Pa.
Lisa J. Buday California, Pa.
Chestnut Hill Church Coopersburg, Pa.
Violet M. Dietz Macungie, Pa.
Wanda McMahon Monongahela, Pa.
Beverly Bojaciuk Philadelphia, Pa.
Frances Minnis Philadelphia, Pa.
Diane Scott Taylorstown, Pa.
Mary L. Lattyak Volant, Pa.
Ethel B. Branham Charleston, S.C.
Chaplain Irene Albritton Columbia, S.C.
Jim Hockman Columbia, S.C.
Amanda Jones Columbia, S.C.
F. Torrance Osgood Columbia, S.C.
Nancy A. Raley Columbia, S.C.
Shirl Schiff man Columbia, S.C.
Julia Kennedy Reevesville, S.C.
Harreitte Elmore St. George, S.C.
Barbara Wright St. George, S.C.
Gordon Renfro Chattanooga, Tenn.
Mara Grisham Cleveland, Tenn.
Alice H. Weber Knoxville, Tenn.
De Lois E. Broady Memphis, Tenn.
Central Christian Church, 

Christian Women’s Fellowship Memphis, Tenn.
Gina Waters Mt. Juliet, Tenn.

Darlene Bowman Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Kathryn A. Davis Nashville, Tenn.
Kathy Jeff ries Nashville, Tenn.
Chaplain Gene Lovelace Nashville, Tenn.
May F. Reed Nashville, Tenn.
K. K. Wiseman Nashville, Tenn.
Barbara Wilson Oak Ridge, Tenn.
First Christian Church Paris, Tenn.
Aline F. Summerlin Signal Mountain, Tenn.
Sharman Hartson Springfi eld, Tenn.
Community Christian Church Aledo, Texas
Virginia McKissick Arlington, Texas
Rush Creek Christian Church Arlington, Texas
Patricia Burnham Austin, Texas
Beverly Bethune Lawson Austin, Texas
Dollene Price Azle, Texas
Chaplain Shawn L. Edwards Baytown, Texas
Mildred R. Merriman Beaumont, Texas
Jacquelin V. Singh Cedar Hill, Texas
Sherley Collier-Walker Dallas, Texas
Mr. & Mrs. Derry C. Henry Dallas, Texas
Sharon E. Howell Dallas, Texas
Hiroo & Akiko Nakahara Dallas, Texas
Joe & Nancy Stalcup Dallas, Texas
Phyllis J. Allen Fort Worth, Texas
Karen Anderson Fort Worth, Texas
Rev. & Mrs. Frank Helme Fort Worth, Texas
Mary Maxine Palmer Fort Worth, Texas
Emmet & Judith Smith Fort Worth, Texas
Sydney & George Wirsdorfer Fort Worth, Texas
Christian Church in the Southwest Fort Worth, Texas
Sharon Bush Galveston, Texas
Central Christian Church Galveston, Texas
Ruth King Garland, Texas
First Christian Church, Disciples Women Garland, Texas
Joan Turman Holliday, Texas
Chaplain Bill Bross Houston, Texas
Sarah Doty Houston, Texas
Rev. & Mrs. John D. Malget, Jr. Houston, Texas
Ellen B. Mitchell Houston, Texas
Memorial Drive Christian Church Houston, Texas
James & Lynne Haley Kingwood, Texas
Chaplain Stephen A. Sanders Lewisville, Texas
Timothy & Donna Griffi  n McKinney, Texas
Tommy Cole, Jr. Mesquite, Texas
Kathryn L. Sherrill New Braunfels, Texas
Carol Adams Pasadena, Texas
Antoni & Ana Aquino Pfl ugerville, Texas
Margaret A. Blitch Port Arthur, Texas
Jack & Cathy Robertson Richardson, Texas
Linda Toll Richmond, Texas
Rev. Dr. & Mrs. David A. Baker Round Rock, Texas
Vivian Gee Round Rock, Texas
Lelia M. Hairston San Antonio, Texas
North Central Christian Church San Antonio, Texas
Western Hills Christian Church San Antonio, Texas
Donna Williams Snook, Texas
Herbert & Suzanne Stanfi eld Lynskey Spring, Texas
Julie Craddock Bragg Winnsboro, Texas
Chief of Chaplains Douglas Carver Arlington, Va.
Jeannine Schroeder Arlington, Va.
Lawrence Schreiber Ashburn, Va.
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Rebecca Highfi eld Ashland, Va.
Madelyn R. Logan Ashland, Va.
Sharon B. Carrow Axton, Va.
Bedford Christian Church Bedford, Va.
Joyce Allen Burke, Va.
Colonial Christian Church Colonial Heights, Va.
West End Christian Church, 

Christian Women’s Fellowship Danville, Va.
Philippi Christian Church Deltaville, Va.
Diane K. Sullivan Forest, Va.
Rev. Marilyn R. Taylor Forest, Va.
Carolyn S. Schwarz Glen Allen, Va.
Robert & Nita Floe Hempfl ing Lynchburg, Va.
Sue Hundley Lynchburg, Va.
Lee Parker Lynchburg, Va.
Christian Church in Virginia Lynchburg, Va.
Mr. & Mrs. Morton D. Haynes, Jr. Martinsville, Va.
Mt. Olive East Christian Church Martinsville, Va.
Gregory & Peggy Ott Mechanicsville, Va.
Donald L. Richardson Mechanicsville, Va.
Trinity Christian Church Mechanicsville, Va.
Jennifer Larson Norfolk, Va.
Richard M. Hedrick Prince George, Va.
Mary D. Jackson Reston, Va.
Colonial Place Christian Church Richmond, Va.
Carol Clarkson Roanoke, Va.
Jennie Sue Murdock Salem, Va.

Laurel Hill Christian Church Strasburg, Va.
Edith Hazel Moody Vinton, Va.
Mary Keith Yorktown, Va.
Mary Lewis Webb Randolph, Vt.
First Christian Church Beckley, W.V.
Ruthann M. Dorsey Charleston, W.V.
Rae Browning Ft. Ashby, W.V.
Donald and Joyce Leak Camano Island, Wash.
E. Wesley Veatch Clinton, Wash.
Rev. Sandra Messick Edmonds, Wash.
George Crawford Gig Harbor, Wash.
Stephen D. King Lake Forest Park, Wash.
Chaplain Jonathan Fisher Lakewood, Wash.
Leonard & Janet Richardson Mountlake Terrace, Wash.
Chaplain William W. Utterback Renton, Wash.
Rev. & Mrs. Robert Clarke Brock Seattle, Wash.
Rev. Joan Dennehy Seattle, Wash.
Nancy J. Irvin Seattle, Wash.
Barbara Suder Seattle, Wash.
Marsha Wilson Seattle, Wash.
3 Story Church Seattle, Wash.
University Christian Church Seattle, Wash.
Chaplain & Mrs. Steven R. George Spanaway, Wash.
Wilhelmina L. Watkins Vancouver, Wash.
Th omas Yates Vancouver, Wash.
David B. Bell White Swan, Wash.
Neil W. Deupree Janesville, Wis.
Pitney Bowes 

DPF 2010 list of donors
With gratitude and appreciation, Disciples Home Missions lists the people and orga-

nizations who made donations to the Disciples Peace Fellowship. To learn more about 
the ministry of the DPF go to the website at www.dpfweb.org/.
Rebecca Littlejohn Anniston, Ala.
Community Christian Church Tempe, Ariz.
William & Mary Jacobs Tempe, Ariz.
David Hedgepath & Monica Hardcastle Tucson, Ariz.
George & Janet Tolman Tucson, Ariz.
Raymond & Mary Ellen Kennon, Jr Tucson, Ariz.
Larry Hixson Altadena, Calif.
Adelle Lemon Berkeley, Calif.
Frances Genung Claremont, Calif.
Hallam Shorrock Claremont, Calif.
Rhodes & Lois Th ompson Claremont, Calif.
Th omas J Liggett Claremont, Calif.
Wendy Bayer-Divine Claremont, Calif.
Joseph Driskill El Cerrito, Calif.
Mary Lou & Richard Ober Elk Grove, Calif.
Ray Akin Hacienda Heights, Calif.
Akira & Martha Suzuki Inglewood, Calif.
Myra Lawrence Jackson, Calif.
Edwin & Mariette Linberg LaVerne, Calif.
Nancy Davis Los Angeles, Calif.
Greg Hill Morro Bay, Calif.
Dennis Short New Port Beach, Calif.
Richard Miller Palm Springs, Calif.
Doug Smith & Kate Moyer Pomona, Calif.

Darwin & Mary Mann San Diego, Calif.
David Downing & Eddie West San Diego, Calif.
Charles & Nadine Elswick Tarzana, Calif.
Louise Johnson Vallejo, Calif.
Katherine Davis W Covina, Calif.
Ray & Martha Hermanstorfer Arvada, Colo.
Kathryn Rodriguez Denver, Colo.
Bill & Pat Nottingham Littleton, Colo.
Katherine Blaisdell Washington, D.C.
Jack & Midge Barnes Bradenton , Fla.
Cathy M Roller Bradenton Beach, Fla.
Royal Palm Christian Church Coral Springs, Fla.
Anna Colwell Fernandina, Fla.
Linda & Richard Hull Jacksonville, Fla.
First Christian Church Naples, Fla.
William & Donna Barr Palm Bay, Fla.
Ken & Nellie Dean Seminole, Fla.
Les & Elaine Hanna St Petersburg, Fla.
Sumarie Bass Decatur, Ga.
Frances Shumake Winder, Ga.
Stan & Jan Witherington Winder, Ga.
Ann Hansen Boise, Idaho
Terry Halstead Davenport, Idaho

Continued on page 31, see DPF Donors

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
http://www.dpfweb.org/


31

The Disciples’ AdvocateVisit www.discipleshomemissions.org

Spring 2011

DPF Donors Continued from page 30.
Charles & Barbara Bare Des Moines, Idaho
Christian Church of Arlington Heights 

 Arlington Heights, Ill.
Terry Foland Asroria, Ill.
Joseph A. Culpepper Bloomington, Ill.
Harvey & Sybel Th omas Chicago, Ill.
John & Janet Baird Decatur, Ill.
Charlotte Noe Eureka, Ill.
Minta Colburn Eureka, Ill.
Ron McNeill Granville, Ill.
William Deutsch Harmon, Ill.
Dorothy Rueff  Jacksonville, Ill.
Leah Hunter Mt Prospect, Ill.
Idris Scott Olney, Ill.
Lisa Hadler Ottawa, Ill.
Ross Walters Avon, Ind.
Helen Enari Bloomington, Ind.
Roger Heimer Bloomington, Ind.
Michael & Marla Wills Elkhart, Ind.
Katie Griffi  n Evansville, Ind.
David & Carolyn McCracken Greenfi eld, Ind.
Michael Pennanen Hammond, Ind.
Abby Adams Indianapolis, Ind.
Arthur Hanna Indianapolis, Ind.
Betty Moore Browning Indianapolis, Ind.
Bob & Sue Bates Indianapolis, Ind.
Carol Cosby Indianapolis, Ind.
Caroline Cox Indianapolis, Ind.
Central Christian Church Indianapolis, Ind.
Charles Goss Indianapolis, Ind.
Christian Church in Indiana Indianapolis, Ind.
Downey Avenue Christian Church Indianapolis, Ind.
Eugene & Evelyn Park Brown Indianapolis, Ind.
Harold Johnson Indianapolis, Ind.
James Hiogginbotham Indianapolis, Ind.
Joel & Karen Duffi  eld Indianapolis, Ind.
Judy Dunson Indianapolis, Ind.
Kristen Bates-Scott & Dan Scott Indianapolis, Ind.
Linda McCrae Indianapolis, Ind.
Nancy Dickinson Indianapolis, Ind.
R. F. Sieck Indianapolis, Ind.
Robert & Holly Sieck Indianapolis, Ind.
Robert & Kathry Riester Indianapolis, Ind.
Robert & Louella Reinhardt Indianapolis, Ind.
Ruth D Heimer Indianapolis, Ind.
Susan McNeely Indianapolis, Ind.
La Marco Cable Indianapolis, Ind.
Sarah Reister Indianapolis, Ind.
Will & Marcia Jewsbury Kokomo, Ind.
Murrell Pigg Lebanon, Ind.
Delbert & Phyllis Crocker Nashville, Ind.
Bennett Poage Richmond, Ind.
Ann Windley Seymour, Ind.
William & Elizabeth Hine Terre Haute, Ind.
Christine Edwards Atwood, Kan.
John & Kathy Walker Bonner Springs, Kan.
Jean Hassman McPherson, Kan.
Laura Dargitz Newton, Kan.
Herschel & Shirley Dugan Olathe, Kan.
John & Kirby Gould Olathe, Kan.
George & Arthea Saller Overland Park, Kan.

James Crowe Overland Park, Kan.
Cldene Young Salina, Kan.
Loy Paxton & Janie Jones Topeka, Kan.
David & Allison Longman Wichita, Kan.
Patricia Hatfi eld Covington, Ky.
Albert & Martha Pennybacker Lexington, Ky.
Dona Renfro Lexington, Ky.
John & Carol Rawls Lexington, Ky.
Madge Adams Lexington, Ky.
Philip & Loris Points Lexington, Ky.
Sharon Warner Lexington, Ky.
Vickie Batzka Lexington, Ky.
Wayne & Virginia Bell Lexington, Ky.
Faye Feltner Louisville, Ky.
Lavece Hughes Nicholasville, Ky.
John Congleton Richmond, Ky.
Michael Karunas Baton Rouge, La.
Beverly Longo Metarie, La.
Starbucks Andover, Mass.
Timothy Longman Cambridge, Mass.
Bill & Lee Longman Watertown, Mass.
Laird Th omason Rockville, Md.
Russell & Barbara Fuller Ann Harbor, Mich.
Leroy & Brenda Etheridge Detroit, Mich.
Helen Dilworth Fenton, Mich.
Jon & Melba Lacey Holt, Mich.
Karen & Warren Westphal Minneapolis, Minn.
Patricia Carter Minneapolis, Minn.
Harch & Frances Brown Columbia, Mo.
Ron Faust Gladstone, Mo.
George & Norma Gleason Independence, Mo.
Community Christian Church Kansas City, Mo.
New Song Church Kansas City, Mo.
Jonne Long Kansas City , Mo.
A. C. Cuppy Raymore, Mo.
Dale & Betty Miller Raymore, Mo.
Denise Olmstead Raymore, Mo.
Ian McCrae Raymore, Mo.
National Avenue Christian Church Springfi eld, Mo.
Clela Anderson St Louis, Mo.
Howard & Darlene Goodrich St Louis, Mo.
Katherine Reynolds St Louis, Mo.
Ronald Greene & Ruth Fletcher Great Falls, Mont.
Karen Frank-Plumlee Lincoln, Mont.
Pablo Stone Black Mountain, N.C.
Eric & Patricia Gass Columbus, N.C.
Mary Kay Hennessey Fayetteville, N.C.
Jim & Ann Burton Hurdle Mills, N.C.
Sandra Kay Daniels Newport, N.C.
Barbara Free & Jay Johnson Albuquerque, N.M.
Stephen & Carrie Miller Albuquerque, N.M.
Ralph & Jan Stone Jemez, N.M.
First Christian Church Las Cruces, N.M.
Aletta Wilson Mesilla Park, N.M.
Riverside Salem UCC/DOC Grand Island, N.Y.
Wesley Perkins Ithaca, N.Y.
Lynda Serene Jones New York, N.Y.
Margaret Rice New York, N.Y.
Mildred Newman Williamsville, N.Y.
Cotner College Lincoln, Neb.
Raleigh Peterson Jr. Lincoln, Neb.
Rodney & Glenda Moore Lincoln, Neb.
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Joann Garver & Dennis Bartek Akron, Ohio
Daniel & Barbara Norman Chillicothe, Ohio
Disciples Christian Church Cleveland Heights, Ohio
George & Barbara Wilburn Columbus, Ohio
Ken & Judy Coy Columbus, Ohio
Bob & Elva Hively Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
J. R. Patterson Dayton, Ohio
Jonathon Moody Garrettsville, Ohio
Terry & Louise Neubert Kent, Ohio
Katherine Rule Madeira, Ohio
Nathan & Karen Smith Maineville, Ohio
Bill & Peggy Spangler Painesville, Ohio
Edward & Annabelle Weisheimer Shaker Heights, Ohio
Connie Long Worthington, Ohio
Dorothy Messenger Edmond, Okla.
Joe Jones Hulbert, Okla.
Donna Compton Oklahoma City, Okla.
Bethany Christian Church Tulsa, Okla.
John & Toni Imbler Tulsa, Okla.
Myrna Jones Tulsa, Okla.
Richard & Peggy Ziglar Tulsa, Okla.
Bud & Jan Ames Corvallis, Ore.
Carol Burkhalter Eugene, Ore.
Phyllis Weare Eugene, Ore.
Rod & Mary Anne Parrott Hood River, Ore.
Art & Mary Lou Campbell Medford, Ore.
Linda Manzo Langhorne, Pa.
Connie Th urber Newtown, Pa.
Clarence Grisham Cleveland, Tenn.
Christian Women’s Fellowship, 

Central Christian Church Memphis, Tenn.
Glen and Joyce Stewart Nashville, Tenn.
Kathryn A. Davis Nashville, Tenn.
Kathy Jeff ries Nashville, Tenn.
Patricia Burnham Austin, Texas
Diane Baker Dallas, Texas
Pat & Frank Helme Fort Worth, Texas
University Christian Church Fort Worth, Texas

Ruth King Garland, Texas
Ellen Mitchell Houston, Texas
Peggy Beardin Houston, Texas
Sarah Doty Houston, Texas
Jack & Cathy Robertson Richardson, Texas
Norma Gleason San Benito, Texas
Herb & Suzy Stanfi eld Lynskey Spring, Texas
Jeannine Schroeder Arlington, Va.
Rebecca Highfi eld Ashland, Va.
Marilyn Taylor Forest, Va.
Bob & Nita Floe Hempfl ing Lynchburg, Va.
Robert Mooty Lynchburg, Va.
Greg & Peggy Ott Mechanicsville, Va.
Curtis Wheeler Inwood, W.Va.
James Y. Brown Martinsburg, W.Va.
Len & Linda Elliott Auburn, Wash.
Joan Dennehy Bellevue, Wash.
Don & Joyce Leak Camano Island, Wash.
Donald & Joyce Leak Camano Island, Wash.
Wesley & Joyce Veatch Clinton, Wash.
Sandy Messick Edmonds, Wash.
Th omas Quigley Mukilteo, Wash.
Bob & Berlena Brock Seattle, Wash.
David Jones Seattle, Wash.
James Stockdale Seattle, Wash.
Norm & Kathy Wells Seattle, Wash.
University Christian Church Seattle, Wash.
Robert & Berlena Brock Seattle , Wash.
Ken Endersbe Spokane, Wash.
Neil & Kay Deupree Janesville, Wis.

$2.85 ea., 93A2698
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Craig 
Springs 
Camp &
Retreat 
Center

Virgina Disciples camp

30 Craig Springs 
Circle, New Castle, 
VA 24127 phone 
540.864.5768 
camp@
craigsprings.com

Family Retreat May 27-30

This is for any family unit who wants to spend 
a long weekend at Craig Springs enjoying 
their time together. Price is $60 per adult, $45 
for under 18, free for 5 yr. and under. A t-shirt 
will be provided to all paying registrants who 
register before May 15th. Application form www.
craigsprings.com/applications/2011_family_
retreat.pdf

Camp Craig Springs is the Disciples of Christ camp and retreat center for the Virginia 
region. Craig Springs is located in the heart of the Jeff erson National Forest, approxi-
mately 20 miles from New Castle, Virginia. It is approximately one hour’s drive from 
both Roanoke and Blacksburg. The website is CraigSprings.com and lists the summer 
calendar, mailing address, and has more photos. Activities. There are many activities. 
They include hiking, swimming, various sports and equipment, and work projects for a 
real change of pace. Volunteers. Craig Springs off ers work groups free food and lodg-

ing and can accommodate groups of up to 30 persons in the 
summer and up to 100-plus persons in the spring and fall. 
Most of the work is painting and carpentry but for those 
qualifi ed we have electrical and plumbing projects as well. 
Reservations. Craig Springs is a youth camping facility during 
the summer season of July and August. The camp rents its 
facilities to groups before and after this time from May until 
October. This year’s camp schedule is available for viewing 
online at CraigSprings.com. Please ask at the camp offi  ce for 
availability of dates, tour times, or any other information. 
Questions can be sent to the Camp Manager, Alisha Bennett  
at (540) 864-5768 or craigsprings@hotmail.com.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
mailto:craigsprings@hotmail.com
http://www.craigsprings.com/applications/2011_family_
http://www.craigsprings.com/applications/2011_family_
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 Mission. Camp Lakey 
Gap strives to nurture 

individuals on the 
autism spectrum with 

an enriching camp     
experience and provide 
guardians with a time of 

respite. 

Located at Christmount in Black Mountain, N.C., 
Camp Lakey Gap (CLG) is a uniquely structured 
residential camp serving individuals ages 4 to adult 
on the autism spectrum, regardless of the degree of 
disability. With a focus on camper recreation, skill 
development, family respite, and professional staff  
training, CLG provides a truly distinct approach 
of therapeutic recreation for people with autism. 
Campers thrive at CLG through the use of visually 
structured programming, development of indepen-
dent living skills, and opportunities for engaging in 
social interaction with peers in an idyllic Appalachian 
sett ing. In 2011 CLG will have 7 weeks of camp with 
each week for a diff erent age group, and two of the 
seven weeks will be designated for children with high 
functioning autism. For more information check out 
the website, christmount.org/camplakeygap or email 
the director at elsa.berndt@yahoo.com.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
mailto:elsa.berndt@yahoo.com
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Ministerial Changes
Arnold, Ryan Neil, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, Ruidoso, N.M. 
from Los Altos Christian 
Church, Albuquerque, 
N.M.
Baldwin, Wahhab, to 
pastor, Lake Washington 
Christian Church, 
Kirkland, Wash.
Brown, Michael 
Dean, to pastor First 
Christian Church, 
Woodbine, Iowa and 
Moorehead Christian 
Church, Moorhead, 
Iowa.
Clark, Dianna, to serve 
as Student Minister at 
First Christian Church, 
Creston, Iowa.
Conley, Mary Abigail, 
to pastor, First Christian 
Church, Kearney, Mo., 
from First Christian 
Church, Lawrenceville, 
Ga.
Davison, Michael 
Andrew, to serve as 
Associate Regional 
Minister to the Christian 
Church in Okla. 
Dorsey, David, to 
pastor, Riverside 
Avenue Christian 
Church, Jacksonville, 
Fla.
Dougherty, Christina, 
to pastor, Glendale 
Christian Church, 
Indianapolis, Ind.
Durbin, Paul, to 
pastor, Pilgrim Christian 
Church, Chardon, Ohio 
Goocey, Joshua 
Matt hew, to pastor, 
First Christian Church, 

Anna, Texas from First 
Christian Church, 
Wilson, N.C.
Hatfi eld, Amanda, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, Eden, NC 
from Midway Christian 
Church, Midway, Ky. 
Hays, Katie, to pastor, 
Northwest Christian 
Church, Arlington, Texas 
from First Christian 
Church, Lawrenceville, 
Ga. 
Hillyer, Carla, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, North Kansas 
City, Mo.
Hogan, Joyce, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, Sand 
Springs, Okla., from 
Brookenhaven Christian 
Church, Tulsa, Okla. 
Holland, Paul, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, Zephyrhills, 
Fla. from First Christian 
Church, Traverse City, 
Mich. 
Hoskins, Loy, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, Wagoner, Okla., 
from First Christian 
Church, Bentonville, 
Ark. 
Johnson, Timothy, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, Perry, Iowa 
from Coldbrook 
Christian Church, 
Cameron, Ill. 
Kammerer, Melinda, 
to pastor, Wabash 
Christian Church, 
Wabash, Ind., from 

First Christian Church, 
Bardstown, Ky. 
Krevens, Rebekah, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, Owensboro, 
Ky., from Irving 
Christian Church, 
Irving, Texas.
Loughridge, Johnny, 
to pastor, New Covenant 
Christian Church, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., 
from Trinity Christian 
Church, Fort Worth, 
Texas 
Meyers, Glen, to 
pastor, Exira Christian 
Church, Exira, Iowa 
from First Christian 
Church, Winamac, Ind. 
Mullins, George 
Howard, to pastor, 
First Christian Church, 
Sidney, Neb.
Needles, Roberta, 
to pastor, Memorial 
Christian Church, 
Ephrata, Wash.
Nestelroad, William, 
to pastor, First Christian 
Church, Conway Spring, 
Kan.
Nichols, Gregory, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, Lexington, 
Texas.
Nunley, Gregory, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, Belhaven, N.C.
Parker, Linda C., 
to pastor, East Side 
Christian Church, 
Evansville, Ind. 
Robertson, Craig, 
to pastor, Coldbrook 
Christian Church, 

Cameron, Ill. from Grant 
Park Christian Church, 
Des Moines, Iowa.
Salzer, Tracia, to serve 
as Youth Pastor to New 
Hope Christian Church, 
Lawrenceville, Ga.
Stark, Christopher, 
to pastor Lakewood 
Christian Church, 
Lakewood, Ohio from 
Lafayett e Christian 
Church, Lexington, Ky. 
Stewart, Arthur, 
to serve as Associate 
Minister to Creekwood 
Christian Church, 
Flower Mound, Texas. 
Thomason, Beth, 
to pastor, Madison 
Christian Church, 
Madison, Ala. 
Thorne, Jacob, to serve 
as Associate Minister 
to Broadway Christian 
Church, Columbia, Mo. 
Wait, James, to pastor, 
Northgate Christian 
Church, El Paso, Texas, 
from Central Christian 
Church, Killeen, Texas. 
Walters, Amy, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, Olympia, Wash. 
Westbrook, Anthony, 
to pastor, Winterville 
Christian Church, 
Winterville, N.C .
Wharton, Amy, to 
pastor, First Christian 
Church, Robinson, Ill., 
from Cuba Christian 
Church, Cuba, Ill.
Wrench, John, to 
pastor, Harvey Park 
Christian Church, 
Denver, Colo. 

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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Calendar

Calendar items 
may be sent to:

editor@dhm.
disciples.org

Mar. 4 World Day of Prayer

Mar. 4 – 6 Children Worship & Wonder Storyteller Training First Christian 
Church, Clarkston, Wash. T R AINER: Kaye Edwards INFOR M AT ION: 
Wilma Shuffi  t wshuffi  t@dhm.disciples.org.

Mar. 6 – 12 A Week in Poverty—an alternative spring break Sacramento, Calif. 
College students. Sponsored by Urban Spirit and University of the 
Pacifi c REGIST R AT ION FEE: $295 (includes everything) 
INFOR M AT ION AND REGIST R AT ION: www.urbanspirit.org.

Mar. 7 – 10 Black Ministers’ Retreat  North Heights Christian Church (DOC), 
Wichita, Kan. CON TAC T: Lorna Hernandez lhernandez@dhm.
disciples.org.

Mar. 8 Ash Wednesday

Mar. 8 – 23 Lent

Mar. 12 Retreat for Children Worship & Wonder Story Tellers and 
Greeters Alabama/Northwest Florida Region, Helena, Ala. 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. INFOR M AT ION: Jane Nett les abgmomo@att .net.

Mar. 13 Girl Scout Sunday

Mar. 13 Nashville General Assembly Promotion Sunday

Mar. 13 – 19 A Week in Poverty—an alternative spring break Sacramento, 
Calif. College and high school students. Sponsored by Urban Spirit and 
University of the Pacifi c REGIST R AT ION FEE: $295 (includes 
everything) INFOR M AT ION AND REGIST R AT ION: www.urbanspirit.
org.

Mar. 18 – 20 Children Worship & Wonder Storyteller Training First Christian 
Church, Anniston, Ala. T R AINER: Jane Nett les Cost $120 if received by 
March 4, 2011. REGIST R AT ION AND INFOR M AT ION: htt ps://secure.
disciples.org/cwwtmain.asp?assemblyid=67

Mar. 19 Retreat for Children Worship & Wonder Story Tellers and 
Greeters First Christian Church, 200 SE 8th St, Casey, Ill. 12 p.m. to 6 
p.m. INFOR M AT ION: Susan Sanders suznwally@hotmail.com.  

Mar. 20 Campfi re Sunday

Mar. 23 Abuse Prevention Policy: Where Do You Stand? Insurance Board 
Webinar at 11:00 a.m. or 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time. INFOR M AT ION AND 
REGIST R AT ION: www.insuranceboard.org/safety_solutions/
webinar_information.aspx

Mar. 25 – 26 Retreat for Children Worship & Wonder Story Tellers and 
Greeters Chrysalis Retreat Center, Lynchburg, Va. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
26th (25th for rest and fellowship) INFOR M AT ION: Elaine Austin 
austinrva@cox.net

Continued on page 37.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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Continued on page 38.

Continued from page 36

Mar. 25 – 28 Ecumenical Advocacy Days for Global Peace with Justice, 
Washington, D.C. T HEME: “Development, Security and Economic 
Justice: What’s Gender Got to Do with It?” IN FOR M AT ION A N D 

REGIST R AT ION: htt p://advocacydays.org/.

Mar. 31 – April 3 2011 Disciple Seminarians Conference Scarritt -Bennett  Center, 
Nashville, Tenn. INFOR M AT ION AND REGIST R AT ION: www.
helmdisciples.org/.

April 2 Retreat for Children Worship & Wonder Story Tellers and 
Greeters North Carolina Regional Academy, Barton College, Wilson, 
N.C. INFOR M AT ION: Mary Beth Harper mbharp6625@embarqmail.
com

April 8 – 9 ARK (Adults Relating to Children) Facilitator Training Chrysalis 
Retreat Center, Lynchburg, Va. T R AINER: Elaine Austin austinrva@
cox.net

April 8 – 10 Children Worship & Wonder Storyteller Training Washington 
Avenue Christian Church, Elyria, Ohio T R AINER: Debbie Walker 
COST: $120 if received by March 25, 2011. REGIST R AT ION AND 
INFOR M AT ION: htt ps://secure.disciples.org/cwwtmain.
asp?assemblyid=67

April 13 What Is Your Church Worth? Insurance Board Webinar at 11:00 a.m. 
or 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time. INFOR M AT ION AND REGIST R AT ION: 
www.insuranceboard.org/safety_solutions/webinar_information.aspx

April 17 Palm Sunday

April 21 Maundy Thursday

April 22 Good Friday

April 22 Earth Day

April 24 Easter

April 24 Earth Stewardship Sunday

April 24 Pacifi c Islander & Asian American Ministries Sunday

April 19 – May 1 Inhabit Conference Mars Hill Graduate School, Seatt le, Wash. 

May 1 – 8 Christian Family Week (United States)

May 8 Mother’s Day

May 13 – 15 Children Worship & Wonder Storyteller Training First Christian 
Church, Greenville, N.C. T R AINER: Mary Beth Harper Cost $120 if 
received by April 29, 2011. REGIST R AT ION AND INFOR M AT ION: 
htt ps://secure.disciples.org/cwwtmain.asp?assemblyid=67

May 18 Social Media: Plan, Prepare, Protect. Insurance Board Webinar at 

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
http://www.helmdisciples.org/
http://www.helmdisciples.org/
http://www.insuranceboard.org/safety_solutions/webinar_information.aspx
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11:00 a.m. or 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time. INFOR M AT ION AND 
REGIST R AT ION: www.insuranceboard.org/safety_solutions/
webinar_information.aspx

May 20 – 22 Children Worship & Wonder Storyteller Training Lexington 
Theological Seminary, Lexington, Ky. Trainers: Tracy Parker and 
Carolyn Miller COST: $120 if received by May 6, 2011. REGIST R AT ION 
AND INFOR M AT ION: htt ps://secure.disciples.org/cwwtmain.
asp?assemblyid=67

May 29 Rural Life Sunday

June 5 & 12 Pentecost Special Off ering

June 12 Pentecost

June 16 National Hispanic & Bilingual Fellowship Day

June 19 Juneteenth Sunday

June 19 Father’s Day

June 20 World Refugee Day
INFOR M AT ION: www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/RIM-WRD

July 7 – 9 Chaplains and Pastoral Counselors Pre-GA Retreat 
Scarritt  Bennett  Center, Nashville, Tenn. 
INFOR M AT ION: Anne Marie Moyars amoyars@dhm.disciples.org

July 9 – 13 General Assembly Nashville, Tenn. See website www.disciples.org/
tabId/58/itemId/739/Disciples-to-TELL-IT-through--General-
Assembly.aspx

July 14 – 18 50th Annual Convention of the Association of Disciples 
Musicians University Christian Church and Texas Christian 
University, Fort Worth, Texas. INFOR M AT ION: Rev. Gail Strunk, ADM 
President, gstrunk@fcclongview.org

Aug. 5 – 7 Children Worship & Wonder Storyteller Training First Christian 
Church, Hunstville, Ala. T R AINER: Jane Nett les COST: $120 if received 
by July 22, 2011. REGIST R AT ION AND INFOR M AT ION: htt ps://secure.
disciples.org/cwwtmain.asp?assemblyid=67

Aug. 19 – 21 Children Worship & Wonder Storyteller Training First Christian 
Church, Martinsville, Ind. T R AINER: Heather Roberts COST: $120 if 
received by August 5, 2011. REGIST R AT ION AND INFOR M AT ION: 
htt ps://secure.disciples.org/cwwtmain.asp?assemblyid=67

Sept. 23 – 25 Children Worship & Wonder Storyteller Training First Christian 
Church, Temple, Texas. T R AINER: Kaye Edwards COST: $120 if 
received by August 9, 2011. REGIST R AT ION AND INFOR M AT ION: 
htt ps://secure.disciples.org/cwwtmain.asp?assemblyid=67

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
http://www.insuranceboard.org/safety_solutions/
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/RIM-WRD
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Sept. 23 – 25 Children Worship & Wonder Storyteller Training First Christian 
Church, Salem, Va. T R AINER: Elaine Austin COST: $120 if received by 
September 9, 2011. REGIST R AT ION AND INFOR M AT ION: htt ps://
secure.disciples.org/cwwtmain.asp?assemblyid=67

These and more events are listed at www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/public-
calendar. To add your event to this calendar, send it to editor@dhm.disciples.org.

Letters Continued from page 38

January 28, 2011
Dear Warren Lynn & Scholarship Ctt e.,

Greetings! My name is Jane Stanley, 
and I am a student at Christian Theologi-
cal Seminary. I am writing today to express 
to you my gratitude for the scholarship 
support that I have received over the past 
two years. It means so very, very much to 
know that I am a member of a denomination 
which understands the fi nancial stresses 
that seminary places on a student, plus 
understands the value of investing in the 
ministry leadership of tomorrow.

Seminary has been an incredible expe-
rience to me, and continues to prepare me 
for my future in ministry. It has opened my 
mind and heart to the innumerable ways that 
God may choose to call me, and use me in 
the future to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
with the world. Knowing in the back of my 
mind that I have an extra amount of fi nancial 
assistance each semester has added to my 
ability to relax in the arms of my denomina-
tion, and know that their love and support 
of my ministry is there too.

I cannot begin to express to you how 
your generosity has assisted me during 
this time of study and preparation. I am 
eternally grateful to the Disciples Home 
Mission Scholarship Committ ee for their 
love in action by granting this scholarship to 
me, as well as the numerous other students 
that you assist each year.

In service,
Jane Stanley

Publishing fi nancial 
controls for churches 
Read more about Financial Controls for 
Churches in The Steward. This publication 
can be downloaded from the web htt p://
idevmail.americaneagle.com/UserFiles/
insuranceboard/file/newsletter%20win-
ter%2011.pdf . This publication is prepared 
by The Insurance Board.

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
mailto:editor@dhm.disciples.org
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Readers’
Survey

In the last issue of The Advocate, we presented  a readership 
survey. The survey was available online at the DHM website. And 
it is still online, so if you didn’t respond earlier, you can still do 
so. One-quarter of one percent of our mailing list have graciously 
responded so far. While this is a very, very small sampling there 
may be something to learn from the results. 

Why do folks read The Advocate? 
87% to stay informed about Disciples Home Missions news 

or events;
93% to be connected with the broader church;
60% to fi nd program ideas or resources;
53% to learn more about DHM’s work;
40% to learn promotional ideas and stragegies for my con-

gregation;
27% to fi nd ways to connect with mission opportunities;
47% to get help for my congregation; and
40% to learn about new resources for my congregation.

One respondent said they read the Advocate to ”stimulate [their] 
thinking.”

How often do they read The Advocate?
80% read every issue cover to cover;
20% read the on-line version. 

In submitt ed comments, most readers study the whole paper from 
the beginning.

80% believe The Advocate supports the ministry of local 
congregations;

87% believe The Advocate shares resources for regions and 
local congreations;

27% believe The Advocate helps congregations grow and at-
tract new members;

27% believe The Advocate provides sermon resources;
53% believe The Advocate helps congregations become in-

volved in mission;
80% believe The Advocate off ers ideas for congregational 

transformation; and
47% believe The Advocate informs readers of leadership train-

ing opportunities.

On performance, appearance and editorial organization, 
the respondents had the following responses. 

80% were satisfi ed with the organization of information;
80% were satisfi ed with the usefulness of the information;
73% were satisfi ed that the information is up-to-date and 

complete; and
73% were satisfi ed with the overall appearance of the 

publication.
Comments received from the respondents. “‘Information is not 
current; design is not reader-friendly.’ ‘Good stuff !’ ‘Arrives late 
at times.’ ‘Very good format!’ ‘[Needs] bett er use of headlines and 
article key ideas. If I can’t tell what it’s about, I don’t read it.’ ‘I 
never read anything from a Disciple Conservative.’ ‘This is the 
one publication I can count on.’”

One respondent requested that The Advocate include “More 
general ministry information on how they can help congrega-
tions.” Another said that, “the recent changes have been positive. 
Given the demise of DisciplesWorld, The Disciples Advocate has 
become more important and needs to broaden content to fi ll the 
vacuum.”

It might be worth noting that all of the fi fteen respondents, 
but four, stated that they are over sixty years of age and no one 
under thirty-one responded. To a great extent, The Advocate 
serves people who may be averse to utilizing the web as their 
news source and prefer reading a printed work. While we will 
continue to serve the people who prefer this medium as long 
as we can, it is also imperative that The Advocate examine new 
ways of reaching younger members of the denomination. To this 
end, we will be launching a Facebook version of the magazine 
in the near future.

We received survey responses from churches in Alabama, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Mississippi, Missouri, North 
Carolina and Ontario, Canada.

We would like to thank all of the people who took the trouble 
to return surveys to us by e-mail or mail. It was (and is) not a 
requirement to identify oneself in responding to this question-
naire.  For those who did identify themselves, we thank Jack 
Daniel, Sarah Draper, Ben Gerardy, Rev. Charles W. L. Hall, Rev. 
George Harrison, R. Hull, Paxton Jones and Ruth Lang.
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