
Children in foster care of ten have no thing 
t o carry t hei r meager possessions in as 
t hey get shi f ted around f ro m one spot t o 
ano the r.  Marc Bro w n, who founded Fos-
te r Care Luggage fo r Kids in 1995, says, “ I t 
looks like they're just leaving ho me wi t h 
t rash.  No businessman takes his papers in 
a t rash bag.  No family goes on vacation 
w i t h their belongings in a garbage bag.  
We star t  ou t t h is whole ugly process wi t h 
a garbage bag w hen they're already 
scared and f r igh tened. ”  

TREASURES, NOT TRASH 

Often child ren w h o are re moved f ro m thei r homes and 
placed w i t h foste r fami lies are abused o r neglec ted.  So me 
child ren have paren ts who have sold their child 's possessions 
t o ge t cash fo r d rugs.  Owning a piece o f “ real”  luggage 
gives child ren the feel o f having a place o f their o wn w here 
t hey can keep thei r “ t r easures”  safe. 
 
 Consider purchasing sturdy duf f le bags or 
o t her “ cool ”  luggage to dona te to your coun t y's 
Division o f Family Services or the sta te Foster Care 
and Adop t ion Agency.  You could also collec t and   
dona te gen t ly used luggage. 
 
 Star te r ki ts fo r beginning your o wn local program are 
available at   ww w. sui t casesforkids.org.  (see the menu on the 
le f t-hand o f the screen) 
 

A side benefi t o f this program is that  wo men will discover more 
abou t the process and needs for fos ter services. 

As with any service project check with local agencies to be certain 
this is appropriate in your local area. 
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