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Return to the Garden
Community gardening: It’s about the Earth, the 
community and the table ... and your congregation. 
Now your congregation can get resources detailing 
how  to start a community garden in your area.

Community gardening provides the link to food and 
hunger issues, sustainable living, social and eco-
justice issues, land and resource stewardship, 

spiritual practice, and a direct connection to the 
Earth.

Why start a community garden?
As our culture continues to fragment into inner-city, urban, 
and rural communities, we no longer have a shared cultural 
experience, or even a common language. Returning to the land—
by way of the garden—changes that. Whether we’re growing 
fl owers in Los Angeles or squash in Des Moines, reconnecting 
with the Earth connects us with our communities and with 
each other. In reconnecting, gardening serves to enhance our 
understanding of the Earth community in the form of an increased 
environmental consciousness.

Join Disciples who have decided to
Return to the Garden ...
Here’s how you can be involved

• Visit www.discipleshomemissions.org/ReturnToTheGarden/ for 
more information and to request or download the Return to the 
Garden resource.
• Join the discussion group:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/DisciplesReturnToTheGarden/
• Contact Angela Herrmann with questions at 
aherrman@dhm.disciples.org or (317) 713-2683
• ... or simply plant a garden (and send your photographs and 
stories to DHM).
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