Transitional Worship
Helping Children move from Children Worship & Wonder to
Sanctuary Worship

Purpose: Transitional Worship was designed to provide the setting and opportunity in which older
children can ask questions and explore the parts of sanctuary worship in a less formal
setting. It serves as a rite of passage, following “Graduation” from Children Worship &
Wonder and preparing children and youth for full participation in Sanctuary Worship.

Setting: A room set up with chairs and a communion table (should appear similar to your sanctuary) .

Worship Resources: Similar to what is used in the sanctuary, i.e. hymnals or projected music and
bulletins

Personnel Required: Worship leader — this person should be comfortable with children and in
leading worship
Musician

Timeline: Several months ahead of time invite the worship leader and musician \/
Several weeks ahead of time send out invitation letter to children (see below)
Four Sundays that coincide with Children Worship & Wonder Orientation Sundays

Plan:

1. Invite qualified worship leader from your congregation to lead the children in Transitional
Worship.

2. Send invitations to the children and their parents, explaining Transitional Worship and
inviting them to participate. (3-4 weeks prior)

3. During each of the four Sundays of Transitional Worship, older children leave the
Sanctuary when the younger children leave for Children Worship & Wonder, but move to
their Transitional Worship space.

4. Transitional Worship progresses each week with much discussion between the worship
leader and children. The worship leader should take time to answer any questions that
may arise.

a. First Sunday — Move through the worship order discussing each part. Introduce
the bulletin and how to follow along. Make comparisons between Sanctuary
worship and Children Worship & Wonder, i.e. “What do we call this part in
W & W?”

b. Second Sunday — Move through worship order again. Concentrate on finding ‘
songs in the hymnal and how to sing a multi-verse hymn.

c. Third Sunday — Move through worship order again. Focus this week on the
scripture and sermon. Suggest ways children can become engaged in the
sermon time, i.e. following along with scripture, writing questions or
comments to discuss with the pastor, etc.

d. Fourth Sunday — Move through worship order again, but this time with the
children taking leadership, including reading scripture, leading songs, serving
at the Table, etc. Parents may be invited to participate with their children on

' this Sunday. Conclude with a celebration of transition into sanctuary
worship. Encourage parents to continue the dialogue that was begun with the
children in Transitional Worship.
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Sample Invitation “Transitional Worship.” A special time of orientation for
children leaving Children Worship & Wonder and transitioning into the service of
community worship.

Dear [Child’s name],

Congratulations en growing inte such a fine young pewson. Your friends at [name
of your chuch | are veny proud of you and want te offer all the suppext we can as

During the menth of [ | yeu are invited to attend a veny special worship,
designed just for you. This special wonship is called “Transitional Wornship” and
it is a time for you and other Children Worship & Wender graduates to. learn abiout
the wenship that takes place in the sanctuary of our chuch.

Singing, praying, Bible weading, hearing God’s steties, alone times, giving offerings,
feasting, and blessings are all paxt of waorship in the sanctuarny. In sanctuarny wox-
ship seme things are done in the same way as in Childien Wership & Wonder and
same things axe dene in a different way.

and dates of Sundays | you will learn fow to. use the hiymnal and the pew Bibile.
You will learn fow to follow the bulletin. We will talkk about things you can de te
fielp you listen closely to the seumans. We will share ion, which is very
much lfee the feast in Childrien Worship & Wender. We will tallk about and prac-
tice the many ways you might felp to lead wonship, if you wish te de se. You
might decide to take a turn at fielping to lead wership by reading scripture ex say-
ing prayers. Pethaps you will want to sewe as a gueeter and fielp to handout bul-
letins and welcome visitorns ex even sing in the sanctuarny choir.

JE you want te participate in the [# | Sundays of Tnansitional Wership please
leave worship at the end of the children’s message, on [date ] but instead of follow-
ing the younger childien to the Children’s Wornship noem, came to the [name of place
See you Sunday!

Love in Christ,
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