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Have you considered making a gift to 

in your will?  

If so, please contact Rev. Ron Degges  

at (317) 713-2684.

“We are Disciples of Christ, 
a movement for wholeness in a 
fragmented world. As part of the 
one body of Christ we welcome 
all to the Lord’s Table as God has 
welcomed us.”

We talk about it all the time, 
have it written in our bul-
letins and maybe on our 
church marquee signs, 
but what exactly does 
“a movement for whole-
ness” actually mean? 
Why do we talk about 
a movement rather than 
a belief in wholeness, a 
desire for wholeness, or 
even a practice in whole-
ness? While a movement 
itself is simply defined as “a group 
of people working together to ad-
vance their shared political, social, 
or artistic ideas,” for Disciples, this 
movement specifically involves 
unity and inclusion at the commu-
nion table, believer baptism, and so 
much more than the foundation of 
religious practices in the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ.)

Moving for wholeness is having 
greeters at the doors; it is having visi-
tor’s classes and information desks; 
it is mission work, and support-
ing the youth and children in our 
churches; it is the ministries within 
the church—the prison ministries, 
the military ministries, the women’s 
ministries, the prayer groups, the 
youth groups, the general board and 
elders, and so much more; it is the of-
fering plate; it is every smile shared, 
every door held, and every prayer. 

What Does It Mean to Move for 
Wholeness?

The only problem with these things 
is that too often they get trapped 
within the walls of the church itself 
rather than being shared with the 
fragmented sectors of our world. 
Being a part of a movement for 
wholeness simply can’t stop inside 

of our comfort zones. It 
requires us to step out-
side of our security areas 
and to go where no one 
has ever gone before. We 
have already reached the 
700,000 members inside 
of our churches, but what 
about the 352.46 million 
outside of our walls in 
the United States and 
Canada combined? How 

are we reaching out to the 728,000 
people affected by homelessness, or 
the 165,000 orphans in the United 
States, with another 448,000 children 
in foster care, or the 67.6 million 
people who speak a foreign lan-
guage at home? We have journeyed 
a long way on our mission, and for 
that we can pat ourselves on the 
back, but we still have so far to go. 
Being a movement for wholeness 
means we must actually keep mov-
ing. We cannot settle for stagnant 
waters, or complacence, or for just 
being “good enough.” It means 
striving for radical inclusion inside 
and outside of our walls, stepping 
out of our comfort zone, placing 
ourselves into the brokenness and 
doing everything that we possibly 
can to heal our communities with 
the unconditional love that we are 
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The Disciples’ Advocate

Continued on page 6. See Word.

Rev. Ron Degges

A Word or Two from Ron Degges

Please accept my sincere thanks and 
gratitude for supporting my education 
through the Star Supporter Scholarship. 
May the Lord repay you for what you have 
done. Ruth 2:12.

Sincerely,
Larry J. Morris III
San Diego, CA

Please pass along my deepest apprecia-
tion to all those at DHM that made the recent 
gift possible. This contribution for children 
is deeply appreciated. 

The funds will be used for Camp Lakey 
Gap for people on the autism spectrum. This 
will help provide a deserving child, who 
otherwise wouldn’t have the chance, the 
opportunity to experience summer camp. 
In addition it will provide the parents with 
a much needed time of respite.

Thanks again and my God bless your 
ministry.

Yours in Christ,
Michael P. Murphy 
Christmount 
Black Mountain, North Carolina

I have been thinking about that passage 
from Exodus 16 lately and of our church’s 
need to keep Moving Forward, the theme 
for this issue of The Disciples’ Advocate. 
Hear the words of the text:

“The whole congregation of the Israelites 
complained against Moses and Aaron in 
the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, 
‘If only we had died by the hand of the Lord 
in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread: for you 
have brought us out into this wilderness 
to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
[Exodus 16:2,3]

Whenever I think of this passage, I 
think of the heremitic monk living alone in 
the desert, speaking only three phrases in 
sixty years. Every twenty years the Bishop 
would come by for a visit and ask how 
things are going. Twenty years into his 
ministry, the hermit said to the bishop, “Bed 
hard.” Twenty years later, the hermit said, 
“Food Bad.” After another twenty years the 
hermit replied, “I quit.” It is rumored that 
the Bishop responded to the hermits third 
response: “I’ve known you for sixty years 
and all you’ve done is gripe, gripe, gripe!” 

Do you know someone whom you will 

never ask the question, “How are you doing 
today?” If you ask you know that you will 
get a two hour run down on every sore joint 
and medical malady. My ninety-four year 
old grandmother, Freda, a life-long Disciple, 
asked her doctor, “Doc, tell me the truth. I 
want to know why my neck hurts so bad?” 
After thinking it over, the doctor replied, 
“Freda, I think there’s no doubt about it : 
you’ve had a mid-air collision with a B-52 
bomber.” Grandmother Freda responded, 
“Now doctor, I’m very serious about this.”

Let me be serious about this, too: Com-
plaining about our stake in life; singing the 
blues; longing for the good, old days, that 
were probably not all that good or all that 
long ago; looking backwards to re-walk 
those imagined primrose paths of serenity 
and tranquility; and, expressing our dissat-
isfaction with who we are and what we have 
not been able to accomplish, is not unique 
to our generation but is as old a story line 
as that of the Hebrew people. 

According to all accounts, between the 
exodus from Egypt and settlement in the 
land of Canaan, Israel wandered in the 
wilderness for some forty years. Not only 
did Israel wander, Israel griped. The scene 
played out in Exodus 16 will recur over 

Continued on next page.

In the Mail

Disciples Home Missions  
is now on Facebook! 
Follow us for resources on . . . 

www.facebook.com/discipleshomemissions ● www.discipleshomemissions.org 

●  Missions & Volunteering 
●  Congregational Transformation 
●  Support for Clergy & Lay Leaders 
●  Faith Formation & Education  

●  Justice & Advocacy 
●  Scholarships & Grants 
●  Ministry Resources for Women, Men,  

Children, Families, Youth & Young Adults  
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Words cannot express my gratitude for 
your scholarship for the 2015-16 academic 
year. You give me hope and I pray you can 
feel the appreciation and the sense of ac-
complishment in helping others. 

I am now in my fifth semester in the 
pursuit of a Masters of Divinity Degree 
at Phillips Theological Seminary. I was 
awarded the Christian (Disciple of Christ) 
Junior’s Honor Student at Phillip’s last year 
as well as the Professor’s Book Award in 
my New Testament class, so you can see 
that your gift will not be wasted. Being the 
youth minister at Western Hills Christian 
Church in San Antonio, with your support I 
can impress the importance of an education 
and a continued sense of urgency in God’s 
mission to the children I have in my charge.

I work two jobs to put myself through 
school, so I thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for walking this journey with me.

Sincerely,
Maggie Mossler 
Canyon Lake, Texas

Let us then with confidence draw near to the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need. -- Hebrews 
4:16 (ESV)

As the New Year begins with hopes 
anew, we are excited to wish you a won-
derful year ahead. This season is a time of 
exploring new horizons and the genesis of 
emerging dreams. Thank you for your direct 
support of John Ray in the amount of $1,000. 
We hope that your kind and generous sup-
port will help you to rediscover new faith, 
garner hope and exhibit strength to rejoice 
in the simple pleasures that life has to offer. 
We are grateful for your decision to support 
the growth of transformational leaders that 
impact church, community and the world 
because of their training at CTS.

CTS is dedicated to providing schol-
arship support for the next generation of 
scholars and practitioners pursuing theo-
logical, counseling and pastoral education. 
We deeply appreciate both your kindness 
and your clear demonstration of commit-
ment to this community. Let us be grateful 
for all those that share their gifts, because 
we are collectively enriched by their giving. 
Let us also be grateful for even our needs, 
so that we may continue to learn from the 
generosity of others.

We are especially thankful that your gift 
represents budding possibilities for those 
we serve. You are a vital part of our CTS 
community and we thank you for inspiring 
and impacting deserving students.

Peace and Blessings, 

Aimée A. Laramore 
Director of Seminary Advancement 
Christian Theological Seminary 
Indianapolis, Indiana

P.S. We appreciate your generous sup-
port of John Ray – his ministry, his experi-
ence and the CTS Mission.

"I haven't been to "class" in a decade, 
but tomorrow morning I will start a con-
tinuing education class through the Des 
Moines Pastoral Counseling Center. The 
class is "Organic Ministry" and my profes-
sors are Tim and Lori Diebel. We will meet 
at their farm Taproot Garden, just south of 
Norwalk, on the first Monday of the month 
for the next 9 months. Our day will be spent 
in "classroom time," eating lunch together, 
personal reflection and light farming work.

It's going to be a lot of fun and deeply 
rewarding, and I'm thankful to Disciples 
Home Missions for providing me with a con-
tinuing education grant to make it happen!"

Travis Stanley 
Norwalk, Iowa

(Travis is a Disciples' clergy who received 
a Clergy Continuing Education Grant from 
DHM for this experience. To learn more 
about these grants, visit the DHM website at: 
www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm/clergy/
scholarships

In the Mail Continued from previous page.
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Gathered on the lawn outside an aging 
church building, a mix of church members 
and non-members began to work. Previ-
ously, they had a wild idea. So, they asked 
permission. Church leadership said, “Sure! 
Go for it. Sounds 
great!” Originally, 
just a possibility. 
A passion-turned-
Calling that, hope-
ful ly,  might  be 
shared for the ben-
efit of others. Now, 
it was moving from 
idea to manifest min-
istry.

Over the next 
couple hours, a path-
way for prayer, a 
labyrinth, was paint-
ed on the church lawn. After that, over the 
next several weeks, many church members 
came to walk and pray, think and let-go of 
stress, run and dance and walk and stand-
still; open themselves up more-fully to 
Holy Spirit in their lives. Many folks who 
had never-before experienced walking a 
labyrinth said, “thank you” for a holy and 
unexpected experience in their lives. The 
church lawn ultimately returned to a blank 
slate of green growth after a few weeks of 
mowing. But, new seeds were planted. Oth-

Moving Forward: Facilitating Congregational Life
ers are asking new “what if’s” to help this 
congregation continue moving forward in 
mission and ministry.

Every congregation has many moments 
when folks come to their pastor or lay lead-

ership with an idea, 
seeking permission 
to try “it” out.  One 
noticeable marker 
for thriving congre-
gations, as opposed 
to congregations 
sliding into decline, 
is an attitudinal and 
practical mix of two 
things; discerned 
permission giving, 
and invitational-
solicitation to share 
gifts within and 

through the church.  
Thriving congregations are communi-

ties in which leadership is good about notic-
ing what gifts individual members actually 
have and enjoy sharing with others, even 
if such gifts need encouragement, nurture, 
and support.  So also, through invitation 
and being open to others’ ideas, thriving 
congregations tend to be good about affirm-
ing all positive visions for ministry that rise 
out of the faith community.  

Congregations seeking to thrive should 
discern whether their culture is one that 
too-often says “no.”  And, if so, leadership 
should spend time considering how the 
congregation can strategically transform 
into a realm in which most “what if” ideas 
are met with efficient, affirming and sup-
portive leadership discerning how such 
visions might actually prove helpful for the 
church to move forward in ministry. May 
we be open to, and discover, more-affirming 
ways in which we can say “yes” to God’s 
Spirit seeking to breathe new life into our 
mission of grace in this world.

Rev. Warren Lynn,  
Executive Minister for Christian Vocations 
Disciples Home Missions

We have an app now, Disciples! Available 
in both the Apple store and Google 
Play (for Android users), you can 
download this handy tool either 
by going to http://disciples.org/
app or searching for Disciples of 
Christ BlueBridge on either site 
(This may be more challenging 
since we are new to the stores and 
don't have a lot of reviews yet to 
move us up in the ranking.)

Not only will we be providing 
app-only content, but this will be 
invaluable to General Assembly participants 
next summer as we beef up the content for the 
event as it approaches.

Well, look at that!
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The 2017 General Minister and President 
Search Committee is at work on behalf of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The 
Search Committee is populated by lay and 
clergy persons representing the church. The 
members are: Monique Crain Spells (IN), 
Danny Gulden (GA), Bill Jennison (NW), 
Mary Lou Kegler (GKC), Young Lan Kim 
(PSW), Tom Perring (PSW), Susan Morris 
(NE), Allison Enari (IN), Tony Rodriguez 
(FL), Lori Tapia (AZ), and Jackie Bunch 
(Chairman, OH).

During the Search Committees’ first 
two-day meeting, the committee felt that 
it was important to hear from the Church 
by engaging persons - from the local pews 
through the General Church - in this process. 
In order to achieve this, the Search Com-
mittee put together a survey that went out 
in February to the entities of the church, 
seeking responses to the questions.

To be inclusive of all the voices in the 
Church, the survey was translated into Span-
ish, Korean, and French. One thousand six 
hundred twenty persons (1,620) responded 
to the survey helping the Committee give 
shape to the Job Description for the next 
General Minister and President of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ).

The Job Description and application 

instructions went out on May 19. Clergy, 
who feel called to this position, will have 
until July 10, 2016 to submit the application 
packet and have their completed papers in 
the Search and Call Process.

All completed applications will be 
screened during July and early August, 2016.  
Once the Screening Process is complete, the 
Search Committee will interview the suc-
cessful candidates in late October 2016 and 
then recommend 2 to 5 persons to the Ad-
ministrative Committee to be interviewed in 
February, 2017. From this second interview, 
one name will be forwarded to the General 
Board. The final decision will be made by 
the General Assembly in Indianapolis, Ind., 
July 7 to 13, 2017.

Given the great task bestowed upon  this 
Committee, the Committee asks that you 
keep the Search Process in your prayers and 
that you pray for the person God is calling 
to lead the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ).  

To follow the Search Process, we invite 
you to visit the Search Process page at http://
disciples.org/ogmp/search-committee/.

Jackie Compton Bunch
Chairman, Search Committee

Search for GMP Moves Forward
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As I serve and walk in acompañamiento 
(accompaniment) with my brothers and 
sisters from Latin America, I have witnessed 
firsthand the beauty, richness, resiliency, 
resourcefulness, and creativity that allow 
these communities to move forward and 

thrive. However, I 
have also witnessed 
their struggles, pains, 
and sorrows as they 
try to survive through 
multiple and complex 
oppressive systems 
that discriminate, 
marginalize, victim-
ize, and dehumanize 

them, vehemently conspiring against their 
well-being. 

As immigrant Hispanic families try to 
navigate these systems and try to survive 
the clutches of systemic racism, oppression, 
and dehumanization, they also deal with the 
by-product of this struggle: mental health 
stressors like anxiety, anger, depression, 
post-traumatic stress, and maladaptive 
behaviors like domestic violence and ad-
dictions, to name a few. 

Even when this is a very real, constant, 
and painful reality for many Latin American 
immigrants in this country, like Isaiah, I de-
clare that God is doing a new thing! Partner-
ships with the Marion County Public Health 
Department “Healthy Start” program and 
the Center for Interfaith Cooperation and 

AmeriCorps IRSC (Immigrant Refugee 
Service Corps) “Faith Health 
Initiative” pilot program are al-
lowing our church to reach out 
to Hispanic young couples who 
are dealing with the challenges of 
becoming parents and struggling 
financially, and to connect the 
various immigrant communities 
with available healthcare ser-
vice—including mental health—in 
partnership with communities of faith. My 
ultimate goal is to create a space in which 
faith and clinical mental health counseling 
in Spanish could be provided for these im-
migrant communities. 

As people of faith, and as people of 
privilege, let us never forget the connection 
between access to affordable mental health 
services and social justice. Our actions and 
inactions always have consequences, and the 
most vulnerable, “the least of these,” are the 
ones neglected who suffer. Let us continue 
to pray and work together for whole and 
healthy immigrant communities. 

Learn more about the NBA Mental 
Health Affinity Group at nbacares.org/
mental-health. 

Rev. Héctor J. Hernández, Interim Pastor, 
Iglesia Nueva Creación, Indianapolis, IN
Guest Blogger, NBA Mental Health Affinity 
Group

Our Actions and Inactions Always Have Consequences

Héctor J. Hernández

Con tu mano y la mía. 
With your hand and my 
hand. Digital Art by: 
Héctor J. Hernández    

and over again all the way from Egypt to 
Sinai, and then from Sinai to the banks of 
the promised land. The people persistently 
complain and the Lord continually does 
what God does best – understands, provides 
gracious care, and preserves the people. 

I am so glad that God is a God big 
enough to take all we have to dish out, and 
then more. Complaints are lodged at God 
throughout the biblical narrative. Jonah 
complained and ran. Then he complained 
again, pouting underneath the disappear-
ing gourd. Job, on an ash heap, goes round 
and round with God, as well as his so called 
friends and comforters. In more than fifty 
Psalms there is recorded both individual 

and corporate lamentations. 
I am not so much concerned with the 

griping that goes on as I am with the discon-
tent it breeds. We live in an age still waiting 
to be named. But if I were to name it for you 
today, I would call it the age of discontent. 
Our satisfaction quotient is so low that we 
are not satisfied with anything. Recent polls 
of voters indicate that discontent with the 
status quo is driving us to poor decision 
making. Discontent is only useful if it leads 
us to a time of contentment. Left all by itself, 
discontent just breeds more discontent.

In church lingo, there is much discontent 
to go around: discontent with the direction 

Word Continued from page 2.

Continued on page 11. See Word.
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The United Church of Christ and the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
will gather for the 
National Youth Event 
in Coronado Springs 
Resort in Lake Buena 
Vista, Fla., from July 
26 until July 30.  
A Fresh Type of Worship

This year’s theme focuses on various 
elements of belief. Thousands of attendees 
will immerse themselves in innovative wor-
ship experiences, including:

1.	 Believe in the Earth
2.	 Believe in Each Other
3.	 Believe in the Unconventional
4.	 Believe in the Prophetic
5.	 Believe in Justice
6.	 Believe in Your Story
7.	 Believe in You(th)!
The worship team is excited to have 

programs not only designed for youth, but 
also featuring youth speakers and liturgists. 
Poets. Spoken-word artists. Activists. You 
won’t want to miss the variety of inspira-
tional voices at NYE!
Volunteer!

The UCC and DOC are encouraging 
Florida residents to get involved with the 
event! If you are interested in volunteering, 
please email youth@ucc.org. Volunteers 
need to either be paid attendees of the event 

or able to commute to and from the event.
Stay Connected

Social media will be a major component 
of NYE. Everyone is encouraged to tag the 
following accounts and use these hashtags 
when they post for NYE:

Facebook:
United Church of Christ:
“United Church of Christ”
www.facebook.com/UnitedChurchofChrist
Twitter:
United Church of Christ:
“@UnitedChurch”
https://twitter.com/unitedchurch
United Church of Christ Youth:
“@theuccyouth”
https://twitter.com/TheUCCYouth
Instagram:
@UnitedChurchofChrist
Hashtags:
#NYE2016
#Believe2016

Let Us Hear How You’re Getting Ready!
If you’re getting ready for NYE and 

want to share your thoughts about belief, 
tag the UCC in a photo or video on Twitter 
(@unitedchurch) or Instagram (@united-
churchofchrist). You could be featured on 
screen at NYE!

Please send any questions to youth@
ucc.org. We look forward to seeing you in 
Florida this summer! 

National Youth Event: A Place to Believe!

Disciples Home Missions  
is now on Facebook! 
Follow us for resources on . . . 

www.facebook.com/discipleshomemissions ● www.discipleshomemissions.org 

●  Missions & Volunteering 
●  Congregational Transformation 
●  Support for Clergy & Lay Leaders 
●  Faith Formation & Education  

●  Justice & Advocacy 
●  Scholarships & Grants 
●  Ministry Resources for Women, Men,  

Children, Families, Youth & Young Adults  
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QC Family Tree has been doing the 
work of community building for 10 years, 
rooted in Enderly Park, a West Charlotte 
neighborhood that bears the wounds of 
racial oppression and economic injustice. 
The rich culture, strong advocacy, commit-
ment to intergenerational leadership, and 
voice are just some of the reasons that the 
West Side is so great. 

Resilient as we are, ours is also a neigh-
borhood where higher levels of poverty, 
school segregation, displacement, pollu-
tion, and lack of Internet 
connectivity challenge us. 
As a result, our community 
is fragile. 

Over the years, we’ve 
witnessed a particular story 
repeat itself over and over. 
Ambitious and driven young 
leader, romanced with the 
idea of helping others and fixing problems, 
comes in on the scene. He sets up his agenda, 
calls in his people, imposes his fix-it plan 
on others. When that doesn’t work, he takes 
on a mash-up identity, puts on a different 
dialect, changes his wardrobe. Quickly, 
he becomes disenchanted. Folks aren’t 
responding to his gestures. Things aren’t 
changing in big enough ways or as rapidly 
as he’d hoped. In no time, the once dreamy 
fella vanishes like fog, leaving us to grieve 
over yet another loss, yet another recovery.

Finally, this time, things were different. 
Realistic yet hopeful, this seasoned mother-
activist full of passion and righteous anger 
comes into view. She didn’t just show up. 
She’s been here all along, tending the soil, 

Finding Our People
marching to the beat of the justice drum. 
She chooses to be boldly and authentically 
herself while also acknowledging her deep 
connection to this place and these people. 
She draws her tribe into relationship. Her 
listening and observant spirit draw even 
more into the fold. She is one of us—rooted, 
kinfolk, freedom fighter.

What happens next is surprising and 
not. The organization that employed our 
Freedom Fighting Sister made drastic 
changes in a matter of hours. Without 

stable income, her housing 
is threatened. Our progress 
slows. We scramble to put 
pieces of healing together, 
grieving yet another loss 
of a job. With no notice, 
we volunteers now have to 
shoulder additional respon-
sibilities. We do what we can 

to recover again.
The thing is, this time, things are differ-

ent! Our flame is not snuffed out. We are 
fighters. We will find a way. The rug may 
have been pulled out from under us, our 
hearts may be wounded, but our roots are 
deep, and the possibilities are many. Our 
Sister’s voice is still loud and clear: “What 
we need is here. We can do this together!” 

And so, together, we march on...
Learn more about the NBA Incubate 

Initiative at nbacares.org/incubate.

Rev. Helms Jarrell
QC Family Tree, Charlotte, NC
NBA Incubate Initiative

2016 Calendar of Events
July 8-10	 Sessions 2016	 Fort Worth, TX
July 14-16	 National Hispanic and Biligual Assembly	 Coral Gables, FL
July 17-22	 Association of Disciple Musicians	 Evansville, IN
July 21	 Pre-Convocation Lay & Clergy Leadership Institute 	 Kansas City, MO
July 21-24	 24th Biennial Session of the National Convocation	 Kansas City, MO
July 26-30	 National Youth Event	 Orlando, FL
	     United Church of Christ & Disciples of Christ
August 3-6	 North American/Pacific Asian Disciples Convocation	 Sunnyvale, CA
Aug. 26-28	 ¡Missionworks!	 Indianapolis, IN
Sep. 1-Oct. 31	 2017 Clergy Continuing Education Grant Application Dates
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The regional staff, presidents, constitu-
ency leaders and other women’s leaders meet 
each January for the 
Disciples Women’s 
Leadership Council. 
This year it was in 
Daytona Beach. These 
leaders accomplish a 
lot of work in a short 
time.  The president 
of the DWLC is the Rev. Dr. Christal Wil-
liams, who kept the group on task while 
surrounding the event with worship and 
celebration of God’s presence.

Information was shared for the plans of 
the IDWM Executive Committee to begin 
DWConnect. DWC will bring together wom-
en in each region who are a mixture of those 
well-seasoned in Disciples Women’s Min-
istries, and women who are less involved 
or only tangentially involved, to learn from 
one another and build relationships. 

These learning opportunities will inform 
the Executive Committee as to what is next 
for women’s ministries and what resources 
or support is needed, while also providing 
an opportunity for education on current 
and historical women’s ministries. (#DW-
Connect) Pat Donahoo, Executive Director, 
and Marilyn Williams, President of IDWM, 
shared information about what this might 
look like and how it will help us prepare 
for the future.

Time was also taken during this gather-
ing to participate in a Mission First reflection. 
The group was led by Cathy Myers-Wirt, 
who directed our activities and created a 

space for conversation and sharing. Once 
again we noticed the importance of com-

munity in what we do and 
where we hope to go in the 
future.

In February, Disciples 
Women and DHM celebrat-
ed the ministry of Beverly 
Ledwon, Ministry Associ-
ate for Disciples Women, 

who retired after many years of faith-
ful service. The 
women of DWLC 
and many oth-
ers sent pictures, 
cards, and well-
wishes that were 
presented to Bev-
erly in a memory 
book at a Disciples 
Center celebration 
in her honor. We 
are grateful for all 
she has done and 
the support she 
has offered women 
across the U.S. and Canada.

At the end of February, Disciples Women 
also welcomed Elizabeth Clough as our 
Ministry Associate to continue support of 
women’s ministries. Elizabeth is working 
hard and doing well to get her arms around 
this ministry. 

Rev. Patricia Donahoo 
Executive Director 
Disciples Women

Cathy Myers-Wirt

Kathy McDowell

  Loria Tapia, Pat Donahoo and Marilyn Williams Beverly Ledwon, Chesla Nickelson, Regenia Smith 
and Pat Donahoo

Beverly Ledwon at 
retirement reception 

News from Disciples Women

Christal Williams 
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I am delighted to introduce myself 
to you through the Disciples’ Advocate. 
As I am beginning my work as Disciples 
Home Missions’ Coordinator of Justice 
and Advocacy for Children and Families. 
I feel the spirits of my Disciples forbearers 
fluttering around me. To serve you in 
this capacity is to come home to my roots 
and live out the “feisty” activist spirit of 
my great-great grandfather, the Rev. Otis 
Harrison Gould, who ministered with 
Alexander Campbell and my great aunt 
Annie Gould, who served as Dean of 
Women first at Hiram College and then 
Chapman College. Now, I suspect that they 
could scarcely imagine what it means that 
I have just started a Justice For Children 
blog (www.disciplesjustice4children.org) 
or put together a new online Kids2Kids 
intergenerational  project guide to help 
families and churches understand and 
respond to the Flint Water Crisis, (www.
docfamil iesandchildren.
org/#!kids-to-kids/cy43) much 
less that I have posted about 
them all over Facebook, but 
surely activist pastor the Rev. 
Albert Pennybacker, who 
baptized me at Shaker Heights 
Christian Church some 50 
years ago, knows what an 
important justice and advocacy ministry 
DHM is launching online through its Family 
and Children’s Ministries “for just such a 
time as this.”

The simple fact is that our hi-tech, 
networked, fear mongering media driven 
world calls parents, caregivers, teachers and 
grandparents to wake up and start media 
literacy and faith-based justice advocacy at 
home and church at an early age. Hope is 
a pick and shovel virtue which needs us to 
“dig in”! Our families and children need 
intimate, honest caring cross-generational 
relationships in which young and old alike 
can appreciatively share their core values, 
hopes and dreams, as well as their feelings, 
experiences and concerns. We need these 
same relationships across cultures, races 

and religions as well and I believe that it is 
our job in faith communities to initiate these 
relationships.

Won’t you join me? I 
know that the way is not 
easy, so please know that 
your feedback - com-
ments and concerns - are 
as important to me as 
what I write and create. 
I hope some of you will 
join me in my GA work-
shop next summer so we 
can chat face to face. 

I am blessed to be a frequent after school 
caregiver for my 3 and 5 year old grandsons 
as well as a pastor of a small church (www.
christianuniontruro.org) so rest assured, 
your challenges are mine. So, let’s journey 
together in helping our children and grand-
children creatively work through their fears 
and frustrations by learning about justice 

issues and how to make a dif-
ference in the world Jesus-style. 
It is never too early (or too late) 
to help children partner with 
God and Jesus and a quest for 
“shalom (healing and whole-
ness, peace and justice for all 
God’s children).

In partnership with other 
ministries of the Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ) my goal is to provide you 
with faith-based educational and advocacy 
resources for a variety of relevant concerns 
such as racial and economic justice; welcome 
for immigrants and refugees; eco-justice; 
equal employment justice (especially for 
persons with disabilities), and prevention 
of gun violence, non-violent communication 
and action and peacemaking. Please plan 
to connect with me either by my blog or at 
kepperly@dhm.disciples.org.

Rev. Kate Epperly, Coordinator
Justice and Advocacy for Families and Chil-
dren’s Ministries
Disciples Home Missions

Kate Epperly

Justice for Children
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With over 60 million people displaced worldwide and nearly 20 million refugees, 

We invite you to join the National Refugees Welcome Campaign 
that seeks to provide hope in the midst of the largest refugee crisis the world has faced since WWII!

Faith communities from multiple backgrounds, refugee resettlement organizations, refugee and 
human rights leaders, and organizations that work with refugees have formed a partnership to 
provide a vibrant welcome to refugees among us, and to encourage our country to continue to 

respond to the world’s crisis by offering hospitality to most vulnerable refugees in need. 

The goal of the Refugees Welcome Campaign is to provide opportunities for refugees to share their 
experiences with faith and community groups to:

•	 build friendships among diverse cultures and faiths
•	 strengthen public and private welcome of our refugee neighbors
•	 promote refugee integration and leadership
•	 celebrate refugees’ community contributions

Take the next step and join the Refugees Welcome initiative today!   www.refugeesarewelcome.org

We invite you to consider hosting events to welcome refugees!
We encourage you to contact: Disciples Refugee & Immigration Ministries

at sstanley@dhm.disciples.org or (202) 957-7826, for further support and information about how 
to welcome refugees in your area and state. Also for more information about how to sponsor 

refugees near you and how to support immigrant rights in you area.

National Refugee Welcome Campaign

Continued from page 6.Word 
your congregation or denomination is moving; 
discontent with your Pastor and his/her leadership 
style; discontent with all those new people com-
ing through your doors; discontent with children 
running through the halls; discontent with babies 
crying in worship; discontent that the church does 
not seem like the same church you joined thirty or 
more years ago; discontent that we are growing 
older and grayer and do not know what to do to 
turn things around; and/or, that we do know what 
to do but refuse to do it.

It is no accident that the first name given to those 
who followed Jesus was that they were followers 
of ‘the way’ or ‘the road.” They probably had just 
as many complaints as the Israelites and as we do. 
But when they found the way and the road, it be-
came for them their hope. It is what moved them 
forward. As my colleague, friend, and retired church 
executive, Don Sarton would say, it is what moved 
them ‘onward.” 

I love that great story about the Mission Board 
Executive who was talking to the great Living-
stone, of Stanley and Livingstone greatness, who 
were missionaries to the continent of Africa. The 
Executive said, “Dr. Livingstone, is there a good 
road to where you are? If so, we have a couple of 
men who would like to come and help you.” David 

Livingstone replied: “If they need a good road, don’t 
send them. I need men who can come, road or no road.” 
I often think that our women would have not thought 
twice as to whether there was a road or not. By the way, 
Disciples Women did just go. They helped give rise to 
our Disciples missionary movement!

If we are to move forward as a church it is imperative 
that we stop looking through the rear view mirror of what 
has been and start looking through the front windshield 
of what is yet to be. Kierkegaard would challenge us to 
take a ‘leap of faith’ into the future. Cicero would call us 
to gaze to that ‘somewhere beyond the stars.’ And it is 
our faith that calls us to walk forward into uncertainties 
of all kinds with the surety that God is with us always, 
even to the end [Matthew 28:19,20]. 

We know what kind of church we have been.  We also 
know what kind of church we are. The question is: What 
kind of church is God calling us to become? We can only 
discover this as we move forward into God’s future. I do 
hope you enjoy this issue of The Disciples’ Advocate and 
articles about all the ways our church is moving forward 
to glorify God, serve humanity, and replace the discon-
tentment of this age with a hope that is eternal. 

Moving forwardly yours,
Ron
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Clergy Institute
•	 Preaching and “Public Health:” Serious Preaching in Dangerous Times, the 

Rev. Dr. Brad R. Braxton, Program Officer for Religion in the Public Sphere at 
the Ford Foundation in New York, New York. 

Lay Leaders Institute 
A series of workshops to inspire and strengthen your gifts and passions:

•	 Coaching: The Key to Unlocking Hindsight, Insight and Foresight
•	 21st Century Congregations Must Have a Transformational Leadership
•	 The D-n-A Experience: Discerning & Affirmed in Your Call
•	 Do You Hear the Call? Opportunities to Serve with Global Ministries
•	 Hello? Living into Your Call

Young Adults
•	 Mobilizing for Change in the 21st Century

Cost for the Pre-Convocation Event is $50 
(includes breakfast and lunch)

July 21, 2016 - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sheraton Overland Park Hotel at the Convention Center

6100 College Blvd., Overland Park, KS 66211 
(Kansas City area)

nationalconvocation.org to register

Dr. Brad R. Braxton

National Convocation 24th Biennial Session 
July 21 to 24, 2016

Workshops Include:
•	 Black Lives Matter - The Revolution and Resolution
•	 Black Men’s Health “ Taking Control”
•	 From One to Another: Creating a Legacy Society
•	 Giving in to the Yearning: Writing the Stories of Relevant Engagement and Sus-

tainability for our Congregations
•	 Disciples Colleges and Universities: Heritage and Opportunities
•	 How to Develop a Heritage Moment: Celebrating Black History Every Sunday
•	 Maximizing Social Media for Ministry
•	 Prayers, Pills, Principalities: An Honest Conversation Addressing Mental Health 

in the Black Church
•	 Reassembling Dislocated Lives - Women’s Struggle after Sexual Violence in 

Eastern Congo
•	 The Resurgence of Radicalism in the Black Church
•	 Villains, Visionaries, and Victims: Women Who Transcended Vulnerability
•	 Your Pension Fund Benefits

Young Adults
•	 To Pimp A Butterfly
•	 Tradition vs. Traditionalism

Friday Workshop A (3:20 - 4:20 pm)	 Workshop B (4:30 - 5:30 pm)
Saturday Workshop C (10:00-11:00 am)	 Workshop D (11:10 am - 12:10 pm)

Thursday Session I (10:15 am - 12:15 pm)	 Thursday Session II (1:15 - 3:15 pm)

Pre-Convocation Lay and Clergy Leadership Institute
24th Biennial Session of the National Convocation

Visit: nationalconvocation.org to 
register and for program and speakers 
information for the Biennial Session

July 21, 2016
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Speakers include 
Todd Adams        Alvin Jackson         Newell Williams        Warren Carter        Rita Nakashima Brock. 

Song leaders include Dean Phelps and John Malget. 

•	 Come if you are a man who wants to rediscover this God who calls us by name.
•	 Come if you are a man who wants to learn how to build better Men's Fellowship 

Groups.
•	 Come if you are a young man who is looking at Texas Christian University as 

your future school.  ($100.00 Scholarships are available)
•	 Come if you are a parent of someone looking at Texas Christian University.
•	 Just COME! 

Agenda includes 
•	 Hearing about “Being a Man in the Local Church” from Todd Adams and “Three Big Mis-

takes Churches Make” from Newell Williams.
•	 Workshops both introspective and practical, repeated so all can participate. We will learn about 

“Soul Care” with Rita Nakashima Brock and “Fiduciary Responsibility” with Todd Adams.
•	 Optional activities will include: a bus tour of Fort Worth, a walking tour of the TCU campus, 

or a mission project at a local food pantry.
•	 Alvin Jackson will rally us at the beginning and lead us in Sunday morning worship with 

proclamation and hope as we set off for home knowing that we have been called by name 
and with new experiences to share where we hang our hats.

SESSIONS2016.org
For more information and to register go to: 
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The Rev. Rob Morris  has been named 
as the Executive Director of Christmount 
beginning July 5.

Morris currently serves as Senior Min-
ister at Ridglea Christian Church, Fort 
Worth, Texas. He has also served as Associ-
ate Minister at Hillyer Memorial Christian 
Church in Raleigh, N. C., and as Manager 
for Lake Brownwood Christian Retreat in 

An estimated 4,000 youth are expected 
to attend the National Youth Event (www.
uccpages.org/nye) of the United Church 
of Christ and Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) July 26 to 30 in Orlando, Fla. In 
partnership with Blessed Tomorrow (http://
blessedtomorrow.org), Green Chalice Min-
istries (www.greenchalice.org) will be there 
to listen to the hopes and fears of our young 
people and to share fun, practical, spiritual 
and theological experiences. Green 
Chalice staff will offer four workshops 
including Faithful Disruption of our 
Changing Climate, We are Just getting 
Warmed up, Christian Discernment, 
Prayerful Art and Climate Change. 

Green Chalice will also be pres-
ent in the TIE HALL the Theological, 
Interactive, Educational (TIE) Experi-
ence. Drawing from the creativity found in 
the Disney experience, this year the exhibit 
hall will be totally interactive shifting the 
space from the passive experiences of the 
past into a wonderland of spirituality, jus-
tice, arts and creation care. The youth event 
will strengthen connections of faith, justice, 

Green Chalice to Bring a Hope-filled Creation Care 
Message to 4,000 Youth this Summer. 

Weave Us Together
Association of  
Disciple Musicians 

July 17-22, 2016
University of 

Evansville  (Ind.)

www.adm-doc.org

2016 Summer 
Conference

Christmount Calls New Executive Director

and creation care. These intersections of 
justice and creation care have been written 
and spoken about for many years. Recently 
Pope Francis offered wisdom that is inspir-
ing to young and old alike in the Encyclical 
“Laudato Si” (http://w2.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.
html). “We are faced not with two separate 
crises, one environmental and the other 

social, but rather with one complex 
crisis which is both social and envi-
ronmental. Strategies for a solution 
demand an integrated approach to 
combating poverty, restoring dignity 
to the excluded, and at the same time 
protecting nature. “(5/24/15, Pope 
Francis- Laudato Si’, no. 139)

This summer Green Chalice and 
our youth will explore the best ways to ad-
dress caring for God’s people and God’s 
creation at the same time. 

Scott Hardin-Nieri 
Associate Minister of Green Chalice
Disciples Home Missions

Brownwood, Texas.
Rob is an ordained minister of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). He 
earned his MDiv at Duke Di-
vinity School and Bachelor 
of Arts at Texas Christian 
University.

Rob will succeed Mi-
chael Murphy, who retires 
July 2, 2016 after serving 33 
years at Christmount, 18 of 
those years as Executive Director.

Christmount is a retreat, camp, and 
conference center for the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) located in Black Moun-
tain, N. C. 

Rev. Rob Morris

Disciples Home Missions  
is now on Facebook! 
Follow us for resources on . . . 

www.facebook.com/discipleshomemissions ● www.discipleshomemissions.org 

●  Missions & Volunteering 
●  Congregational Transformation 
●  Support for Clergy & Lay Leaders 
●  Faith Formation & Education  

●  Justice & Advocacy 
●  Scholarships & Grants 
●  Ministry Resources for Women, Men,  

Children, Families, Youth & Young Adults  
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It was raining. In the Anbar Province 
of Iraq, one does not expect rain to be the 
defining feature of the day, but here we were, 
hiking through the mud on Easter Sunday, 

in sideways rain. Private First 
Class Miller, the Chaplain As-
sistant, carried a full combat 
load and weapon while I, the 
chaplain, carried my well-worn 
chaplain kit, stole, and Bible. 
Efficiently and carefully we 
moved from gun to gun. Ar-
riving at each emplacement, I 
would chat with the Soldiers 
who have been manning it 12 
hours a day, 7 days a week for 
months; I would remind them 
that it was not just Sunday but 
Easter Sunday and ask if they 
would like to have communion. 
The religious Soldiers were 

happy to celebrate with me; others, who 
do not claim a religious faith, were fine just 
watching. All the Soldiers were glad I came 
on that day. It was a moment of joy and 
sacred normalcy on an otherwise dreary 
day watching the sky for incoming rockets.

 I have spent three Easters in Iraq over 
the years. Each one has been unique with 
a different setting and in a different place. 
The call of a chaplain is to provide for the 
free exercise of religion as guaranteed by 
the US Constitution for all the Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Department 
of Defense civilians in their assigned unit; 

perform the rites and sacraments of their 
ordination; and advise the commander in 
the areas of religion, morale, morals, and 
ethics.  This mission exists whether I am at 
home (currently at Fort Campbell, KY) or 
here, in Iraq. This Easter, while my Soldiers 
fight yet another enemy in this place, I am 
still trudging through the mud to bring the 
presence of God. The setting may change 
and the enemy may change but we will still 
be here, present, for all.

Chaplain Jonathan R. Fisher
Fort Campbell, Kentucky

Army Chaplain Ministers in Anbar Province
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Running efficiently toward a goal re-
quires building momentum - putting aside 
bulky gear and staying focused. The Mission 
First! pilot is a little like “run(ning) with 
perseverance the race that is set before us” 
(Hebrews 12:1). It is a two-part pilot project 
to help us focus on our goal of showing 
God’s love in the world (a.k.a. mission) and 
making our structures more nimble for this 
new day.

Mission focus: The work of the Mission 
Gatherings from the spring and continuing 
this summer and fall is meant to listen to 
God’s call as we hear it through the con-
gregations and ministries across the life of 
the Church. (See the website for a gather-
ing near you.) In December, the Mission 
Council will spend several days sifting and 
discerning the rich results of the discussions 
at the gatherings. An emerging focus will 
be shared with the Church as a way of con-
necting and organizing our work together.

Nimble structures: Since the General 
Board meeting in the spring of 2015, the 
Administrative Committee has been serving 
as a proto-Governing Board (as called for 
in the Mission First proposal) – smaller in 

number than the current board, but seeing to 
the ministry of administration. In this way, 
we are putting our new wine of mission into 
fresh wineskins so both will be preserved. 
(Matthew 9:17)

Timeline: This pilot project of focus 
and administration will be evaluated at the 
February 2017 meeting of the full General 
Board. If it is judged 
to be a good way for-
ward, there will be 
changes to our gov-
erning document 
(The Design) that 
will renew the way our ministries relate in 
covenant. Those changes will come before 
the 2017 General Assembly. We will be 
putting Jesus’ words into action – “…those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it. 
(Matthew 16:25)”

This lighter, focused way of being 
Church together can propel us forward as 
we serve for love of the God who sent God’s 
only son to save the world. (John 3:16)

To learn more about Mission First, go 
to http://missionfirst.disciples.org

Moving Forward Putting Mission First!
Momentum: force of movement; impetus, as of a course of events
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DHM’s Spring Board Meeting

DHM Board Closing Worship 
and Communion with Drs. 
Charisse and Don Gillette, II!

Gilberto Collazo, President of 
Hope Partnership, making a 
presentation to the DHM Board 
of Directors!

Candyce Black, Chair of DHM 
Board of Directors, presenting 
Huberto Pimentel with a 
retirement gift from DHM!

Lon Oliver opening the DHM 
Board Meeting with a word from 
God!

Ecumenical Advocacy Days' 2016 gathering "Lift Every Voice! Racism, Class & Power" was held in Wash-
ington, D.C., April 15 to 18. The weekend was full of dynamic speakers including Disciples ministers the Rev. 
Dr. William Barber and the Rev. Amy Gopp who preached about our responsibility as people of faith to fight 
against racism and sexism in all its variations. The plenary sessions and workshops focused on voting rights, 
global trade justice and lifting the voices of the unheard. 

The gathering culminated with "Lobby Day." Faith leaders went to the offices of their congress person with 
two concerns: will you support the Voting Rights Advancement Act of 2015? and please defeat the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership trade agreement. 

The ultimate goal of Ecumenical Advocacy Days is in its full name, Ecumenical Advocacy Days for Global 
Peace with Justice. 

You can learn more at www.advocacydays.org 

EAD for Global Peace with Justice

Photo above from left: Amariah McIntosh, 
Chesla Nickelson and Sheila Spencer. The 
Indiana team for Lobby Day.

Photo above from left: Sheila Spencer and 
Chesla Nickelson at the office of Indiana 
Representative Susan Brooks.

Photo above: “Lobby Day” at the 
Ecumenical A Advocacy Days gathering.

DHM’s Spring Board Meeting. It was a spirit filled 
meeting jammed pack with information and reports 
on all the work being done through DHM staff. The 
Mission Center Directors were gathered prior to our 
Board’s meeting time and we were fortunate to be 
able to fellowship and share a meal with many of 
them as their meeting adjourned. We were blessed to 
send off Pastor Huberto Pimentel as he retires from 
the office of Central Pastor for Hispanic Ministries 
and thank him for his tireless work and many hours 
spent with our Board. The highlight of this meeting 
for many however was our trip to Cane Ridge Meet-
ing House, where we were regaled with stories of our 
Church’s early beginnings. Our time in Lexington was 
hosted by the fantastic staff at Lexington Theological 
Seminary. We were given a tour of their new campus 
location and was blessed to have their President Dr. 
Charrisse Gillette bring words of greetings and then 
Rev. Dr. Donald Gillette brought a powerful word for 
our group’s closing worship.

Candyce Black
Chair, DHM Board of Directors
Malden, Maryland
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Ministers and lay leaders from around the country came 
together March 8 to 10, 2016 in Jackson, Miss., for the 42nd an-
nual Black Ministers Retreat of the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ). The three-day event of renewal and fellowship was 
hosted by local congregations United Christian Church and Christ 
Tabernacle Church.

Attendees participated in continuing education courses, work-
shops, and daily worship on the retreat theme, “Ministry for the 
Long Haul: Self-Care and Sustenance.” Participants also had the 
opportunity to visit the historic Medgar Evers House Museum in 
Jackson with a tour facilitated by Ms. Minnie Watson of Tougaloo 
College.

The 2017 event will take place in Hannibal, Mo., March 7 to 
9, at Willow Street Christian Church. For more information, visit 
www.discipleshomemissions.org/black-ministers-retreat.

BMR 2016 was dedicated to the memory of 
Mississippi pastor, Elder Patricia Parker. 

Guest choir from East Percy Christian 
Church, Greenwood, Mississippi.

Historic home of Civil Rights leader, 
Medgar Evers.

Curator Minnie Watson at the Medgar 
Evers Home. 

DHM staff share about the ministries and 
programs of DHM. 

Worship at the 2016 Black Ministers 
Retreat in Jackson, Mississippi.

The Rev. Dr. R. Wayne Calhoun, Sr., 
making announcements.

Looking intent at the 2016 BMR is the Rev. 
Dr. John R. Foulkes. (Photo taken by DHM 
President, Ron Degges)

The Rev. Zedrick Clayton and the Rev. Dr. 
Ann Pickett Parker - tag team preachers for 
the 2016 BMR.

Black Ministers Retreat Honors Memory 
of Elder Patricia Parker

The Revs. Cherisna Jean-Marie and 
Shanay Scott.
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How does it feel when it’s time to pick up 
the tabernacle and go? First Christian Church 
in Naples, Fla., would tell you that it feels scary, 
bittersweet, energizing and empowering all 
at the same time. And, it takes courage. They 
would also tell you that, for them, the journey 
has been worth it.

Once a congregation of about 30 mostly 
retired seniors worshipping in a 22,000 square-
foot building, First Christian Naples knew that 
they needed to make decisions about their 
future direction while they still could. So, they 
called in Hope Partnership to provide their 
New Beginnings Assessment Service, which 
is designed to help a congregation assess their 
strengths and opportunities as they seek to 
answer the question, “What is God calling us 
to do and be in this time and place?” After go-
ing through the New Beginnings process with 
months of discussion, reflection and discern-
ment, the church decided that their Holy Place 
would be wherever the congregation could be 
together to connect with God and best connect 
with neighbor.   

As they discerned, the congregation also 
sought counsel from Disciples Church Exten-
sion Fund (DCEF) to help them consider their 
options related to relocating their Holy Place 
and ministry. DCEF helped them with the sale 
of their “too-much-for-them” building, at the 
same time encouraging the congregation to 
consider something other than building own-
ership while they lived into being Church in a 
different way and location. The congregation 
heeded that advice and after selling their facil-
ity to the Chabad Jewish Center, they rented 
space in a school and later in a ballet studio in 

Moving Forward…Literally!
an area that was a better fit for them.

During their four years as renters, the church’s outreach 
ministry grew. At the point where they were serving several 
thousand people a month at their food pantry, the congregation 
determined that ultimately they could operate more efficiently 
and effectively in 
their own space. 
With part of the 
proceeds from 
the sale of their 
original building 
and after a care-
ful search, the 
congregation re-
cently purchased 
and renovated a 
former piano gal-
lery on the north 
side of Naples. 
This unconven-
tional facility 
gives them the 
flexibility to do 
worship, chil-
dren’s program-
ming, food and 
other outreach 
ministries, group 
meetings and to 
share space with 
another local 
congregation—
all in the same debt-free Holy Place.  (Money left over after the 
purchase and retrofitting is invested with Christian Church 
Foundation, providing a steam of income for the church.) 

The building, which the congregation has named The Cur-
rent – Home of First Christian Church Naples, is now the Holy 
Place that the growing congregation envisioned, a Place where 
a blend of older and younger disciples from all walks of life 
and at several points in their faith journeys come together to 
worship and to engage in community and mission.  Says Rev. 
Michael Junkroski of the church’s own journey, “We believe 
we have set in motion the kind of plans that will maximize 
our potential for success. We have chosen to live by the motto, 
‘Go bold or go home.’” 

by Disciples Church Extension Fund 
and Hope Partnership

Photo above and below: New sanctuary at First 
Christian Church in Naples, Florida.

Photo above: Food pantry at First Christian Church in 
Naples, Florida.
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Family & Children’s Ministries and General 
Youth Council are happy to share the results of 
the FIRST EVER Disciples Home Missions 5k! We 
had over 550 runner/walkers register and raised 
over $11,100 dollars for the Disciples Mission 
Fund Easter Offering! 

Walkers and runners of all ages registered to 
participate in March, and then completed their 
walks (or runs) at various locations around the 
country. 

Some churches are still planning their walks (or 
runs) for later this summer as the weather warms 
up. If you have yet to share photos with us you 
can do so online at facebook.com/disciples5k or 
use the #disciples5k tag

Moving for Wholeness in the Disciples Home Missions Virtual 5k

Photo right: DHM staff 
participates in a Virtual 5k 
in Indianapolis. From left: 
Ron Degges, Lonna Owens, 
Jessica Kramer, Anne Marie 
Moyars, Kathy Watts, 
Erin Cody, and R. Wayne 
Calhoun Sr.

Photo top left: Rev. LaTaunya Bynum, Regional Minister, Christian Church of Northern California-Nevada. Photo left corner: Advance Conference 
Spring Retreat at Camp Christian in Ohio. Photo bottom center: Sarah Renfro and Kelley Dick of Geist Christian Church in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Photo right corner: West Point Christian Church, West Point, Virginia. Photo top right: First Christian Church, Greensboro, North Carolina.
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Central Christian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

shown through the love of Jesus Christ. 
You may have already taken the first step by joining the General 

Youth Council’s literal movement for wholeness (in the DHM Virtual 
5k), but how can we spread the movement at home? How can we 
continue to facilitate the inclusion within the Lord’s Table rather 
than creating our own table and prepare believers for baptism? 
How can we establish a welcoming environment for visitors? And 
most importantly, where are the areas of brokenness in our home 
regions that are in desperate need of wholeness? I strongly encour-
age you to contemplate these questions during the month of March 
and during your walk with us as we work together to strengthen 
our “movement for wholeness in a severely fragmented world.” 

Chelsea Martin, Moderator, 
General Youth Council
(This article was first published in March 2016 at docfamiliesandchildren.
org in promotion for the Disciples Home Missions Virtual 5k: Moving for 
Wholeness)

Continued from page 1.Move

Independence Christian Church, Independence, Kentucky

First Christian Church, Greensboro, North CarolinaYale Avenue Christian Church, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Norm Williams, Retired 
Minister and Air Guard 
Chaplain

Good Shepherd Christian Church in Macedonia, Ohio
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Have you heard what Disciples are doing? We’re 
speaking up for refugees, planting churches in immi-
grant neighborhoods, standing behind undocumented 
leaders, and so much more. It’s amazing.

As we develop real relationships with families 
from around the world, sooner or later someone is 
going to ask a legal question. How can I become a 
citizen? How can I bring my family to the U.S.? How 
can I apply for asylum? This is an honor. For many 
immigrants, the questions of immigration and docu-
ments are some of the most personal and pressing. If 
someone is sharing these struggles, it is a statement 
of trust. It is a good problem to have.

But when someone places his or her trust in us, 
we need to make sure we are worthy of it. There is 
an abundance of misinformation and a dearth of af-
fordable legal services. It is natural for us to want to 
help, to try to get answers for people, or to help with 
their cases. We might be all they have. But the wrong 
help can hurt.

A Good Problem to Have

Even something as basic as telling someone which 
immigration forms to fill out is unauthorized practice 
of law unless you are an immigration lawyer or a rep-
resentative accredited by the Board of Immigration 
Appeals. Sadly, I have witnessed immigrants deported 
on account of something as simple as applying for 
citizenship—because someone tried to help.

I don’t share this warning because I want to dis-
suade us from helping or because I think immigration 
lawyers somehow need more business. It is because I 
want our ministries and churches to be safe places for 
people, to provide help and not harm.

There is so much we can do, though. When you 
earn someone’s trust and start getting questions, please 
reach out to Disciples Immigration Legal Counsel for 
help. Then find more ideas at disciplesimmigration.org.

Tana Liu-Beers
Disciples Immigration Legal Counsel
Disciples Home Missions

Keynoter
•	 Rev. Dr. Soong-Chan Rah 

Milton B. Engebretson Professor of Church Growth and Evangelism at North Part Theological Seminary. 

Worship preachers
•	 Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins 

General Minister and President for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
•	 Rev. Dr. Bernard (Chris) Dorsey 

President of the Higher Education and Leadership Ministries
•	 Rev. April Lewton 

Vice President of Development and Marketing for the National Benevolent Association and former NAPAD moderator.

19th Biennial NAPAD Convocation
Be Reconciled In Christ  (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)

August 3 to 6, 2016

•	 Educational Workshops
•	 Panel Discussions 

•	 Worship
•	 Exhibits

Pre-events being planned: 
•	 Continued Education 
•	 Anti-racist Training 

For additional information visit www.napad.net/convocation

Raynor Park Christian Church, Sunnyvale, CA
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2017
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY JULY 8-12

Indianapolis 

UNO / YOUNN /하나 / UN
JOHN 17: 20-21Join 

   thousands of 
Disciples as we:

REGISTRATION OPENS JULY 2016 at http://disciples.org/ga
Facebook.com/groups/docgeneralassembly/           
twitter.com/DisciplesGA

• Dive into John 17:20-21, "...that they may all be ONE..."
• Elect a new General Minister and President
• Find out the results of Mission First!
• Explore ideas with others
• Learning communities include Innovation, Worship, 
   Stewardship and Justice
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Photos above and below: Christian Men’s Fellowship of First Christian Church in Rocky Mount, North Carolina, started the Yam 
Jam in 1998. At that time farmers could not market sweet potatoes which were too large, too small or damaged so they were left in 
the field. Volunteers came together to glean the potatoes and donate them to local food banks. Then a farmer in the area, Richard 
Tyson, donated about three acres and the equipment to harvest them. The gleaning crew reached about two hundred and the Food 
Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina was called to assist with distribution. Since then the harvest has been divided between 
local projects and the Food Bank. In Fall 2015 59,000 pounds were donated with about thirty churches and groups participating in 
the harvest. http://www.fccrockymount.com/#!yam-jam/d1boq (Photos provided by Milton P. Fields, Rocky Mount, North Carolina)

We Love Hearing About Your Hands-on Missions!

Photo below: New Bethel Christian Church Drama team and 
Angel Praise Dancers collected old eye glasses for recycling 
for the Lions Club in Greenville, Alabama. The Lions Club 
“Recycle for Sight” program provide eyeglasses for indigent 
and low income individuals. (Photo provided by: Disciples 
News Service)

Photo below: New Bethel Christian Church Angel Praise Dancers 
donated school uniform polos, baby clothes and baby food to 
Greenville DHR.  The Praise Dance Coordinator, Melissa Sias 
Robinson, emphasize to the dancers the importance of giving back 
to the community. Pictured back row from right to left is Rev. 
Tommie L. Means Pastor, Bernadette Robinson, Kendra Robinson, 

front row 
from right 
to left, 
Natasha 
Mack, Lisa 
Butts, DHR, 
Martasia 
Savage, 
Ja-liah Mc 
Means, and 
Daisha 
Mack.



25

The Disciples’ Advocate

	 The Interfaith Community of Environmentalist Youth (ICEY) 
- a group of Christian, Jewish and Muslim teens from across 
Indiana – gathered in Indianapolis for an educational retreat 
and a day of service winterizing the homes of elderly and low-
income residents on the city’s Eastside. 
	 Organized in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, YES 
(Youth Empowering Sustainability): A Statewide Interfaith 
Environmental Kick-Off took place at Eastgate Christian 
Church in Indianapolis. 
	 The youth participated in workshops to learn what they 
need to help their congregations care for the Earth, cut their 
energy use and start interfaith youth environmental teams in 
their own cities. Youth who participated in the overnight event 
saw first-hand that they can make a difference and can gain 
new skills to put that knowledge into action. 
	 After the workshops, teams of youth went out to houses in 
the community to winterize homes and do minor repairs. 
	 The ICEY teens who’ve organized this event have already led 
and presented at public events, engaged media and legislators, 
and weatherized homes. They are eloquent about why they feel 
that taking action to care for the Earth and curb climate change 
is important. 
	 According to Zakaria Dabdoub: As a part of my religion, we 
are supposed to take care of the Earth. A verse from our holy 
book, The Quran says in Chapter 6 verse 165 " Humans are 
guardians of God's Creation," also in Chapter 30 verse 40, God 
says "We should not create disorder/ pollution.” 

	 Tamar Moss explains, “As a Jew, I believe it is our 
responsibility to take care of the world God gave us. What 
we do here in the U.S. affects people all over the world. Why 
should we in the developed world, with our air conditioned 
houses, multiple cars, 100-inch televisions, why should we have 
power to contribute to the disasters and lives of people on the 
other side of the world?”
	 Claire Shea quotes Pope Francis as saying, “When man 
turns his back on the Creator’s plan, he provokes a disorder 
which has inevitable repercussions on the rest of the created 
order.” “We must understand,” she adds, “that we as a people 
have a duty to protect our world through big and small acts 
… We must begin by understanding that we are all in this 
together. That we as a world got ourselves into this mess. 
It wasn't one city or country, it was us all. So we must, as a 

world get ourselves out. We must set aside our differences - 
political, physical, social, and become one.”
	 Participating teams of youth came from a wide range 
of congregations from Gary to Jeffersonville. They include: 
Progressive Community Church in Gary, New Ebenezer 
Missionary Baptist Church in Merrillville, the Islamic Center 
of Bloomington, Cumberland Baptist Church, Englewood 
Christian Church, and Eastgate Christian Church on 
Indy’s Eastside; a set of congregations in Carmel, and First 
Presbyterian Church in Jeffersonville. 
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Members of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) recently met as the Social Witness Task Force 
in Indianapolis. This group was formed in response 
to the 2015 General Assembly resolution GA-1524 
which called for “the Office of General Minister and 
President, Disciples Home Missions, and Division of 
Overseas Ministries, to convene a balanced broad-
based and inclusive task force . . . for the purpose of 
bringing to the 2017 General Assembly . . . a jointly 
sponsored process for discussion of and education 
about important religious, ethical and social issues.”

At the gathering, committee members shared 
how they understood the role Sense of the Assembly 
resolutions play in different expressions of ministry, 
and the impact they have in congregations. Sense of 
the Assembly resolutions can play a powerful role in 
supporting the work of international partners in vital 
ministries and provide congregations with opportuni-
ties to discuss and engage in pressing social issues. 
Various ministries of the church use these resolutions 
to facilitate and guide their work.

The Task Force will continue working over the 
next several months in order to meet the guidelines 
of GA-1524 by:
•	Reaching out to diverse groups who were not present 

at this meeting to solicit input in how the Sense of 
the Assembly Resolution process may be addressed,

Social Witness task force has first meeting 

The Middle East Initiative is already more than half-way 
through – don’t miss out on these great resources!

One of the best ways to get involved is by joining 
one of the monthly webinars featuring partners from 
across the Middle East. The webinars are a wonder-
ful resource for study and prayer groups looking for 
new material. There have already been 
a dozen amazing presentations cover-
ing a wide variety of topics including:  
Palestinian Christians call for peace, the 
work of partners in responding to the 
refugee crisis, experiences of mission 
personnel in the region, and the history 
of the Armenian Church (the oldest in 
the world). You might also be interested in Dr. Wal-
ter Brueggemann’s presentation on his recent book 
Chosen?: Reading the Bible Amid the Israel-Palestinian 
Conflict, which provides a Biblical perspective on the 
present situation.

All of the webinar recordings are available to 
stream at your convenience at www.globalministries.
org/middle_east_initiative_webinars (you can also 

•	Sharing the work of the Task Force with the whole 
church, and

•	Drafting and submitting a proposal prior to the dead-
line for the 2017 General Assembly.

Please pray with the Social Witness Task Force as 
they work to discern a process that will help the church 
to hold unity and justice in a mutually reinforcing way 
that allows the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to 
involve the depth and breadth of the church in its wit-
ness for wholeness and justice.

Photo left: Front row (left to right) Ron Degges, Evangelina 
Perez, Twanda Wilson, Fiyori Kidane, Katherine Raley, Sekinah 
Hamlin Sullivan. Back row (left to right) Paul Tche, Sharon 
Watkins, Tom Morse, William Bauzo, Mark Johnston, Jeff 
Goodier, Richelle Himaya, Robert Cayton, Scott Kinnaird, 
Rebecca Littlejohn, Dean Phelps, Stephanie Buckhanon Crowder. 
Not pictured: Charisse Gillette, Shannon Dycus, Pam Holt, Julia 
Brown-Karimu, Ken Brooker Langston.

register for upcoming events on the same page). 
You’ll also want to take advantage of the monthly 

Bible studies shared by partners. These short reflections 
demonstrate the importance of faith in the lives of our 
global partners as they hold on to the hope shared in the 
Gospel, like when Jean Zaru of the Ramallah Friends 

Meeting states in her Bible study, “Standing 
in the shadow of empire, Mary sees and 
bears witness; she sings to God, the savior. 
She sings her full-throated confidence in 
God’s deliverance for the captives, release 
for those living under lawless oppression. 
God will, Mary sings, turn the world upside 
down, bring down mountains, and raise 

valleys. God will bring down empire and raise a new 
human community of all God’s people. God will restore 
balance, equality, and well-being to humankind.”

Global Ministries hopes that these new perspectives 
bring a richer understanding of faith to you and your 
Bible study group. They are freely available at www.
globalministries.org/meinitiative#pray

Pray, Learn, Engage through the Middle East Initiative
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Photo above: Ron Degges, President of DHM,  
appeared on No Limits and answered caller 
questions on how to respond to the refugee 
crisis. Check it out and have a listen! www.wfyi.
org/programs/no-limits/radio/syrian-refugee-
contorversy The show aired on Dec. 17, 2015.

Photo left: 2016 Winter Talk Panel 
at Phillips Theological Seminary 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, From left: 
David Bell, Ken Brooker Langston, 
Ron Degges, and Linda Two Hawk 
Feathers James.

Photo right: David Bell and Law 
Professor, Robert Miller, discussing 
the Doctrine of Discovery during 
Winter Talks at Phillips Theological 
Seminary in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 
January.

Photo left: Vincent DeMarco and 
Patty Johnson and photo right of Amy 
Schumer and Vincent DeMarco  at the 
White House in Washington, D.C., 
during President Obama’s remarks 
on common sense gun safety reform. 
You can read the president’s speech 
at: www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2016/01/05/remarks-president-
common-sense-gun-safety-reform 
DeMarco is the National Coordinator of 
Faiths United To Prevent Gun Violence.

Photo above: Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard, her staff, and All Peoples staff 
and parents during the congresswoman’s visit to All Peoples Community Center in 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Congresswoman Roybal-Allard commented in her January newsletter, “I toured the 
All Peoples Community Center, which provides important social services to the people 
of South LA.  As we work to strengthen our communities, facilities like All Peoples are 
critical to caring for the well-being of our residents, and making them more educated 
and engaged.” 

DHM staff members of the Pro-Reconciliation Anti-
Racism team recently attended a showing of Harper 
Lee’s “To Kill a Mockingbird.” The photo above are a 
few of the actors who came on stage after the show to 
answer questions from the audience. 

Disciples Home Missions  
is now on Facebook! 
Follow us for resources on . . . 

www.facebook.com/discipleshomemissions ● www.discipleshomemissions.org 

●  Missions & Volunteering 
●  Congregational Transformation 
●  Support for Clergy & Lay Leaders 
●  Faith Formation & Education  

●  Justice & Advocacy 
●  Scholarships & Grants 
●  Ministry Resources for Women, Men,  

Children, Families, Youth & Young Adults  
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The Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) has been dedicated to education 
and leadership since its inception as a 
movement in the early 1800’s. While 
higher education institutions have changed 
over the centuries, the values of thinking 
rationally, clearly and ministering to the 
world around continues in our Disciples 
affiliated theological institutions, colleges 
and universities.  

Many of our in-
stitutions are un-
dergoing significant 
changes with new 
leadership. Four Dis-
ciples institutions are 
under the guidance 
of new Presidents: 
Culver-Stockton Col-
lege, Hiram College, 
Barton College, and 
Bethany College, all beginning in the last 
two years. Most recently, Drury Univer-
sity, in Springfield, Mo., announced Dr. 
J. Timothy Cloyd to serve as their 18th 
President beginning July 2016. Chapman 
University’s long-time President, Jim 
Doti, will step down in August to return 
to teaching.  

While Disciples institutions have never 
shied away from change, with new leader-
ship come fresh ideas and new opportuni-

ties to maintain relevancy and competition in 
the higher education market. Many schools 
continue to expand and build in order to 
meet the needs of the students, faculty and 
staff.  Lynchburg College recently under-
went a $12 million renovation project of 
their Drysdale Student Center and Culver-
Stockton College added a new Recreation 
and Wellness Center. Growth and expan-

sion is also happening 
inside the classrooms. 
Midway University 
in Midway, Ky., an-
nounced its newest 
MBA program of-
fering a focus and 
coursework specific 
to Bourbon and the 
tourism industry that 
surrounds it. Such 
a unique program 

piques new interest while also capitalizing 
on growing industries.  

As our Disciples institutions navigate 
the often-bumpy terrain of higher educa-
tion, they move forward in ways that are 
critical to maintain vitality, creativity and 
relevancy, while maintaining the Disciples 
values of service and learning.  
Rev. Hollie E. Woodruff
Director of Development & Communications 
Higher Education & Leadership Ministries 

Dr. J. Timothy Cloyd

Moving Forward in Education
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Sustainable congregations with a
heart for God’s ministry and mission

Disciples Church Extension 

Fund and Hope Partnership 

are honored to help our partners 

                      this equation.

For more information about services that help 

your congregation create, re-create, fund 

and use Holy Places for ministry, visit 
www.disciplescef.org.

For more information about services that 

empower and equip leaders to guide congregations 

through formation or transformation, visit 

www.hopepmt.org.

800.274.1883 / En Español 866.534.1949
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¡Missionworks! is a unique experience 
for pastors, mission board members, and 
anyone interested in mission to connect 
with the global work of the church. Over the 
weekend of August 26 to 28 you will find out 
how to build on your congregation’s exist-
ing passion for mission and receive tools for 
sharing about God’s mission in the world.

¡Missionworks! will help you to:
•	Pray - Discover music, prayer, and 

worship resources that will connect 
your congregation to life-giving 
partner minis-
tries.

•	Engage – Learn 
first-hand from 
international 
partners, mis-
sionaries, and 
Global Minis-
tries staff about 
issues affecting 
communit ies 
around the world and how your 
congregation can work together to 
address these challenges.

•	Celebrate – Hear the Good News of 
how the global church is making a 
difference in the world through your 
support and efforts.

Global Ministries is also excited to be 
joined by:

Bishop Munib Younan 
of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and the Holy 
Land. 

Bishop Younan will be delivering a key-
note Saturday morning on the importance 
of protecting Christian communities in the 
Holy Land, and share ideas on how Ameri-
can Christians can share in the important 
advocacy work being done.

Rev. Johnson Mbillah 
of the Programme 
for Christian-Muslim 
Relations in Africa

Rev. Mbillah will be presenting a key-
note Saturday afternoon on the current 
situation of Christian-Muslim relationships 
in Africa and sharing how the Christian 
communities in Kenya and Nigeria have 
responded in the aftermath of violence to 
work towards reconciliation. 

¡Missionworks! will be held at the Mar-
ten House in Indianapolis, Ind., from August 
26 to 28. For more information and to register 
visit globalministries.org/missionworks

You are invited to ¡Missionworks!

Disciples Home Missions  
is now on Facebook! 
Follow us for resources on . . . 

www.facebook.com/discipleshomemissions ● www.discipleshomemissions.org 

●  Missions & Volunteering 
●  Congregational Transformation 
●  Support for Clergy & Lay Leaders 
●  Faith Formation & Education  

●  Justice & Advocacy 
●  Scholarships & Grants 
●  Ministry Resources for Women, Men,  

Children, Families, Youth & Young Adults  
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Newsletters, Publications and Resources
Christian Graphic Arts, LLC. -- Certificates for Baptism, Dedication to New Life, Christian Marriage, Ser-

vant Leadership, Membership, Thank You Notes, and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Name Badges 
are available. The certificates are high quality cover stock for the embossed covers, and high quality stock for 
the printed text. The certificates are boxed 12 per box with envelopes. The price per box of 12 certificates is 
$20.00. Visitor Badges come 100 to a packet for $6.00 each package. Note cards are 25 cards to a box for $8.00 
per box. Or you can get a Visitor Folder with a sampling of 10 items for $8.00 per folder.  To order contact: 
Christian Graphic Arts, LLC., Fax: (772) 569-9769, e-mail: christiangraphicarts@yahoo.com, mail: 1906 33rd 
Ave., Vero Beach, FL 32960. For more information call (772) 569-9769.

Disciples Home Missions Updates -- bimonthly e-newsletter from the president. Sign up at: www.dis-
cipleshomemissions.org.

Disciples Thumbnail Sketches and You Are Series -- These handouts are available from Chalice Press in 
downloadable electronic PDF format that allows unlimited printing for up to one year after purchase. These 
resources have been developed by Disciples Home Missions. Visit Chalice Press at: www.chalicepress.com.  
EPDF ISBN: 9780827206618 and EPDF ISBN: 9780827244283.

Family & Children’s Ministries E-newsletter -- bimonthly e-newsletter. Sign up at: http://eepurl.com/
QwcwX or www.discipleshomemissions.org/?p=15674  Archive of past issues: http://us3.campaign-archive2.
com/home/?u=aa757cb990bd7a0f77ade17d1&id=7a1d1af859.

Green Chalice News -- monthly creation care e-newsletter. Sign up at: www.discipleshomemissions.org/
receive-green-chalice-news.

Immigration Legal Updates -- Disciples Immigration Legal Counsel provides timely updates on changes 
to immigration law and policies that impact Disciples congregations and families. Sign up at: disciplesimmi-
gration.org.

Just Women magazine -- quarterly-issued resource material for Christian women published by Disciples 
Women’s Ministries. Place your subscription or have individual copies delivered to your door. Contact Just-
Women@dhm.disciples.org. 

News and Notes -- monthly newsletter that 
is sent out to Disciples Chaplains. Visit: www.
discipleshomemissions.org/chaplainsnews-
notes/ or contact Anne Marie Moyars at: amo-
yars@dhm.disciples.org.

Rapid Response -- periodic updates about 
actions you can take in response to legislative 
action. Sign up at: www.discipleshomemis-
sions.org/dhm/justice/rapid-response/.

Refugee & Immigration Wrap -- periodic 
updates about what is happening around 
immigration issues, refugee resettlement and 
Farm Worker Ministry. Sign up at: http://www.
formstack.com/forms/?1481425-c0NazlxyzU

The Well-Fed Spirit -- Visit:  www.wellfed-
spirit.org.

The Voice of Disciples Men -- e-newsletter 
from the Disciples Men. Sign up by contacting 
Kelly Harris at kharris@dhm.disciples.org.

Umoja -- newsletter Umoja, which trans-
lates to Unity-Oneness-Harmony,  created by 
and produced for the Disciples Women of the 
National Convocation of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and edited by the Disciples 
Women program staff and merger staff posi-
tion. Visit: www.discipleshomemissions.org/
dhm/disciples-women-newsletters/ or contact: 
odw@dhm.disciples.org.
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Gregory S. Thogmartin	 Eagle River, AK
Stuart B. Price	 Auburn, AL
Diane Wood	 Birmingham, AL
James S. Clifford II	 Birmingham, AL
Cindy Prince	 Madison, AL
Judy Horne	 Farmington, AR
Patricia L. Bell	 Fayetteville, AR
Vance & Deitra Blackwell	 Little Rock, AR
Wendy Paquette	 Little Rock, AR
Linda J. Williamson	 Mountain Home, AR
Donna Davis	 Pine Bluff, AR
Carol A. Rhein	 Saint Francis, AR
LaVerne Thorpe	 Arizona City, AZ
Linda Sexton	 Glendale, AZ
East Mesa Christian	 Mesa, AZ
Carole Williams	 Phoenix, AZ
Janis M. Brown	 Phoenix, AZ
First Christian	 Scottsdale, AZ
Karl & Jackie McBride	 Sun City, AZ
First Christian 	 Tucson, AZ
Mayon Marcelino	 Surrey, BC Canada
Christian Church Pacific Southwest 	 Altadena, CA
Anthony Eggleston	 Bakersfield, CA
Dan & Virginia Crawford	 Bakersfield, CA
Mill Creek Christian 	 Bakersfield, CA
Mary A. Kearns	 Chico, CA
Janalee Hughes	 Chula Vista, CA
Myra T. Achuff	 Glendora, CA
Joi W. Robinson	 Los Angeles, CA
Perry Sr. & Doris Spencer	 Los Angeles, CA
Perry Sr. & Doris Spencer	 Los Angeles, CA
Soo J. Yun	 Los Angeles, CA
Xochitl Alvizo	 Los Angeles, CA
Christian Church of Pacific Grove	 Pacific Grove, CA
Bridgette Sullenger	 Palm Springs, CA

Wally Burman	 Pomona, CA
Diane Wilson	 Roseville, CA
Travis Armes	 San Clemente, CA
Cheri Metier	 San Diego, CA
Thomas S. Harshman	 San Francisco, CA
Thomas & Nancy Norwood	 San Luis Obispo, CA
Christian Church of N. Calif.-Nev.	 San Ramon, CA
Denise M. Turner	 Santa Rosa, CA
Siobhan M. Lopez	 Whittier, CA
Katherine Raley	 Colorado Springs, CO
Janet Kaye Barriger	 Lakewood, CO
Charles W. Grimsley	 Mesa, CO
Cleveland Park Congregational UCC	 Washington, DC
Noemi Parrilla-Mena	 Washington, DC
Louise Foster	 Lewes, DE
Nancy Zink	 Smyrna, DE
Mareda S. Kennedy	 Brandon, FL
Manuel Collazo-Suarez & Iris Collazo	 Casselberry, FL
Waleska Acevedo	 Clermont, FL
Jane W. Lindberg	 Fernandina, FL
Arlington Christian	 Jacksonville, FL
Carol D. Lavery	 Jacksonville, FL
Kimberly Weir	 Jacksonville, FL
Glenda T. Harper	 Keystone Hts, FL
Theresa Peterson	 Largo, FL
Alexander & Harriett Fletcher	 Lehigh Acres, FL
Maxine Millender	 Miami, FL
Dierdre W. Jarrett	 Orlando, FL
James M. Hillery	 Orlando, FL
Juan A. Rodriguez	 Orlando, FL
Iglesia Cristiana Hispana	 Orlando, FL
Omar D. Morales Vazquez	 Orlando, FL
Tracey Lea Smithson	 Pinellas Park, FL
Elizabeth Carrasquillo	 Saint Augustine, FL

2015 DHM List of Donors
With gratitude and appreciation, Disciples Home Missions lists the people and orga-

nizations who made donations to our mission work. With our general ministry partners, 
we promote diversity, growth, renewal, and leadership throughout the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). These gifts make our work possible.

Donations to Disciples Home Missions in 2015 were also received for the following 
ministries: All Peoples Christian Center, Association of Disciples Musicians, ADM Music 
Clinician Endowment, ADM Tom Wood Worship Chair Endowment Fund, ADM Vera 
Enz Fund, Black Ministers Retreat Scholarships, Chaplains, Disciples’ Advocate, Disciples 
Men, Disciples Men Cookin’ for Mission, Disciples Volunteering, Disciples Women, 
Quadrennial Assembly, Disciples Women Social Action Project for Human Trafficking, 
Women to Women Worldwide, Evangelism, Fred Craddock Preaching Scholarship Fund, 
Kids to Kids, Farm Worker Ministry, Inman Christian Center, Refugee and Immigration 
Ministry, Star Supporter Fund, Yakama Christian Mission and Youth. A separate list of 
donations to Disciples Peace Fellowship follows on pages 37 to 39.

Continued on next page.
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Jack & Mildred Barnes	 St Petersburg, FL
John Saunders	 St Petersburg, FL
Robert L. Whiteley	 Vero Beach, FL
Rachel Steakley	 West Melbourne, FL
Mareida R. Kingsbery	 Winter Haven, FL
James & Betty Brewer-Calvert	 Atlanta, GA
Archie C. Jenkins	 Guyton, GA
Information & Logistics Specialists, Inc	 Guyton, GA
Kevin Mooney	 Hiram, GA
Lynn Duffy	 Lawrenceville, GA
Bryan Carswell	 Norcross, GA
Erica Geralds-Washington	 Snellville, GA
Valerie J. Alexander	 Stone Mountain, GA
Frances E. Shumake	 Winder, GA
Ken & Patty Bellinger	 Honolulu, HI
Mark Eugene Nikont	 Honolulu, HI
Dianna Clark	 Boone, IA
First Christian	 Clarinda, IA
First Christian 	 Davenport, IA
Patricia D. McDonald	 Muscatine, IA
Phyllis Jones	 Muscatine, IA
Mark D. Hall	 North Liberty, IA
Michael L. Omundson	 Oskaloosa, IA
First Christian	 Spencer, IA
Carolyn J. Martin	 Ottumwa, IA
Woodward Christian	 Woodward, IA
Kenneth & Joan Watts	 Boise, ID
Linda M. Dealy	 Boise. ID
Treasure Valley Christian	 Caldwell, ID
First Christian	 Nampa, ID
Lisa A. Cripe	 Belleville, IL
Christian Church in Ill./Wis.	 Bloomington, IL
University Place Christian DW	 Champaign, IL
Yvonne T. Gilmore	 Chicago, IL
Chase Wilhelm	 Coffeen, IL
Jerry Fowlkes & Carolyn Roper-Fowlkes	 Eureka, IL
Susan J. Gullickson	 Evanston, IL
Stephen P. DeMien	 Great Lakes, IL
Leslie Jr. & Jacquelyn Summers	 Mount Carmel, IL
First Christian	 Peoria, IL
David & Sonya Geenen	 Rock Island, IL
First Christian	 Beech Grove, IN
James & Cheryl Cloar	 Bedford, IN
Lynn C. Cohee	 Carmel, IN
Patricia A. Donahoo	 Carmel, IN
Sue M. Beverly	 Carmel, IN
David K. Lamb	 Clarksville, IN
Joy Lawler	 Columbus, IN
North Christian	 Columbus, IN
Gary Meek	 Crawfordsville, IN
Belinda R. King	 Fishers, IN

Sharon Gillen	 Fort Wayne, IN
Carolyn S. McCracken	 Greenfield, IN
Rev. and Mrs. Norman Reed	 Greenwood, IN
Beverly Ledwon	 Indianapolis, IN
Caroline S. Cox	 Indianapolis, IN
Casa del Alfarero	 Indianapolis, IN
Catherine M. Cullumber	 Indianapolis, IN
Christian Church in Indiana	 Indianapolis, IN
Downey Avenue Christian	 Indianapolis, IN
Eveyln N. Watkins	 Indianapolis, IN
Gilberto H. Collazo	 Indianapolis, IN
Glendale Christian	 Indianapolis, IN
Iglesia Hermandad Cristiana	 Indianapolis, IN
James &  Susan Hollis	 Indianapolis, IN
James R. Craddock	 Indianapolis, IN
Jennifer L. Riggs	 Indianapolis, IN
Jerry & Jennie King	 Indianapolis, IN
John & Karen Jones	 Indianapolis, IN
Julie M. Miller	 Indianapolis, IN
Kathy Watts	 Indianapolis, IN
Lonna J. Owens	 Indianapolis, IN
Luis Gierbolini	 Indianapolis, IN
Nancy J. Harrison	 Indianapolis, IN
Ronald & Deniese Degges	 Indianapolis, IN
Rueben Sancken-Marx	 Indianapolis, IN
T. Eugene Fisher Sr.	 Indianapolis, IN
Charles Armstrong	 Kokomo, IN
Central Christian	 Lebanon, IN
Robert & Debra Harmon	 Muncie, IN
Susan L. Adams	 New Albany, IN
Huberto & Arlene Pimentel	 Plainfield, IN
Stephen K. Fisher	 Salem, IN
Speedway Christian 	 Speedway, IN
First Christian 	 Valparaiso, IN
Lawrence P. Chew	 Valparaiso, IN
Judith A. Ward	 Wabash, IN
Richie Sanchez	 Zionsville, IN
Steven & Jo Ann Chance	 Cheney, KS
Craig M. Johnson	 Ft Leavenworth, KS
Robert & Mindy J. Fugarino	 Kansas City, KS
John F. Smith	 Lansing, KS
Lynn Dickson	 Leavenworth, KS
Richard & Erin Sack	 Leavenworth, KS
Beth Soneville	 Lenexa, KS
Donald Brezavar	 Lenexa, KS
Angela DeVore	 Lyons, KS
Joanna S. Hime	 Mc Pherson, KS
Neva J. Lewis	 Mc Pherson, KS
John & Kirby Hughes Gould	 Mission, KS
Laura K. Dargitz	 Newton, KS

Donors
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Allen M. Peyton	 Olathe, KS
John V. Young	 Overland Park, KS
Kimberly L. Scraggs	 Overland Park, KS
William & Donna Rose-Heim	 Overland Park, KS
Barbara J. Runge	 Topeka, KS
L. Paxton  & Janie Jones	 Topeka, KS
Patricia A. Keithley	 Topeka, KS
Shelton Memorial Christian 	 Ulysses, KS
Hillside Christian 	 Wichita, KS
Larry & Deborah Sivis	 Ashland, KY
George & Sherry Perry	 Elkton, KY
Erlanger Christian 	 Erlanger, KY
Sue A. Underwood	 Frankfort, KY
Jonathan R. Fisher	 Hopkinsville, KY
Central Christian	 Lexington, KY
Kenneth McCullough &  
   Dalene Vasbinder	 Lexington, KY
Phillip Jones	 Lexington, KY
Chalice Christian Church Iris Circle	 London, KY
Doug Harvey	 Louisville, KY
Faye Feltner	 Louisville, KY
Yvonne Houser-McCoy	 Louisville, KY
Yvonne McCoy	 Louisville, KY
Constance R. Ford	 Owensboro, KY
George & Linda Kemp	 Paris, KY
Mr. & Mrs John Elkins	 Paris, KY
Jeremy A. Garbat-Welch	 Shelbyville, KY
Evelyn W. Cartmill	 Versailles, KY
Glenda Davis	 Haughton, LA
Barbara H. Driscoll	 Shreveport, LA
Kristen Cambell	 Annapolis, MD
Kay D. Slonaker	 Bowie, MD
Martha A. Brown	 Fort Washington, MD
Laird & Evelyn Thomason	 North Bethesda, MD
Susan Wirth	 Pasadena, MD
J. Michael McMahon	 Silver Spring, MD
Ramona E. Crawford	 Silver Spring, MD
Marion & Carolyn Hopkins	 Hampden, ME
Candyce L. Black	 Portland, ME
Anne S. McCauslin	 Bloomfield Hills, MI
Leroy & Brenda Etheridge	 Detroit, MI
Jay B. Hillestad	 Eden Prairie, MN
Dennis L Sanders	 Minneapolis, MN
First Christian	 Minneapolis, MN
Karin & Ann Wolverton	 Roseville, MN
First Christian	 Ash Grove, MO
Belton Christian	 Belton, MO
First Christian	 Brookfield, MO
Doyle & Marilyn Coffman	 Cabool, MO
Sara G. Reiter	 Camdenton, MO
Clinton Christian	 Clinton, MO

Eddie R. Varnum	 Columbia, MO
Christian Church of Mid-America	 Country Club, MO
High Prairie Christian	 Fair Grove, MO
Russ Hamilton	 Gallatin, MO
George W. Campbell	 Gladstone, MO
Ann D. Kircher	 Harrisonville, MO
Hematite First Christian 	 Hematite, MO
Billy & Peggy Gray	 Independence, MO
South Joplin Christian	 Joplin, MO
Kathryn L. Wilson	 Joplin, MO
Anita E. Wertz	 Kansas City, MO
Carol Ann Wallace	 Kansas City, MO
Hank Riffe	 Kansas City, MO
Hickman Mills Community	 Kansas City, MO
James & Ida Snyder	 Kansas City, MO
Jose Martinez	 Kansas City, MO
Lisa Kearney	 Kansas City, MO
Mike Graves	 Kansas City, MO
Suanne Comfort	 Kansas City, MO
Community Christian	 Manchester, MO
First Christian	 Pleasant Hill, MO
New Life Christian Church United	 Poplar Bluff, MO
Union Avenue Christian	 Saint Louis, MO
Ozark Lakes Area DW	 Springfield, MO
First Christian 	 Troy, MO
J. Bennie & Karen Yount	 Raymore, MO
Dagmar J. Merrick	 Raymore, MO
Derrick Perkins	 Saint Louis, MO
Marilyn Combs	 Saint Louis, MO
Howard Jr. & Darlene Goodrich	 Valley Park, MO
Richard & Diane Hall	 Valley Park, MO
Deborah J. Drayton Ward	 Biloxi, MS
Johnny & Deborrah Wray	 Cedarbluff, MS
Charles Hall	 Hattiesburg, MS
Walter & Patricia Parker	 Itta Bena, MS
Hazel L. Riggs	 Tupelo, MS
Eric D. Luther	 Yazoo City, MS
Charles Tooley	 Billings, MT
Alan & Kathy Hilberg	 Missoula, MT
Camille S. Boyd	 Asheville, NC
Dara K. Cobb Lewis	 Charlotte, NC
James & Deborah Sonda	 Charlotte, NC
Charles & Martha Wyatt	 Franklin, NC
Emily B. Viverette	 Greensboro, NC
Jack Sullivan Jr. & Sekinah Hamlin	 Greensboro, NC
Valerie J. Melvin	 Greensboro, NC
Marilyn Davis	 Greenville, NC
First Christian 	 Grifton, NC
Robert & Elaine Kennel	 Holly Springs, NC
Brenda Harris	 New Bern, NC
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Continued on next page.



35

The Disciples’ Advocate

Laura M. Johnson	 New Bern, NC
Buddy & Betsy Westbrook	 Raleigh, NC
Marilyn Williams	 Raleigh, NC
Peter P. Olejar	 Raleigh, NC
Ralph & Melba Banks	 Ridgecrest, NC
John M. Bryant	 Rodanthe, NC
Lois Bayer	 Sanford, NC
Rhett Starnes	 Spring Lake, NC
J. O. Sr. & Ida Williams	 Tarboro, NC
Jennifer Small	 Washington, NC
Thomas West	 Grand Forks Afb, ND
First Christian 	 Lincoln, NE
N. Dwain & Virginia Acker	 Lincoln, NE
David & Carol Reynolds	 Deerfield, NH
Mary Anne Glover	 Bayonne, NJ
Jay Patel	 Livingston, NJ
John V. Almen	 Alamogordo, NM
Mary T. Cooley	 Albuquerque, NM
Michelle R. Tatlock	 Albuquerque, NM
Tom Cooley	 Albuquerque, NM
Carol Cizauskas	 Reno, NV
Carlos Alejandro	 New York, NY
Katherine O’Neal	 Willseyville, NY
Marilyn Bolen	 Akron, OH
Heidi L. Barham	 Beachwood, OH
Charles Sr. & Cynthia Bentley	 Beavercreek, OH
Brenda S. Sanford	 Bellefontaine, OH
Rev. and Mrs. C. Edward Weisheimer	 Boardman, OH
Patricia R. Koehler	 Bowling Green, OH
Robert & Berda Allen	 Brook Park, OH
First Christian 	 Cambridge, OH
Stephen S. Bentley	 Canal Wnchstr, OH
Allen V. Harris	 Cleveland, OH
Daniel Clark & Janet Long	 Elyria, OH
Willie J. Barnes-Jackson	 Englewood, OH
United Christian 	 Englewood, OH
Beverly Ray & Patrice Fatig	 Galena, OH
Mark Berry	 Garfield Hts, OH
Donna Stark	 Girard, OH
Harold & Sarah Shackelford	 Harrison, OH
William S. Simmons Jr.	 Liberty Townshi, OH
Nathan & Karen Smith	 Maineville, OH
First Christian	 Mansfield. OH
Melba Huddlestun	 Marion, OH
Marilyn Chamberlain	 Monroe, OH
First Christian	 Paulding, OH
Dennis L. Brown	 Republic, OH
Smithville United Methodist	 Smithville, OH
Rebecca L. Brown	 Streetsboro, OH
Bolindale Christian	 Warren, OH
Rebecca S. Woods	 West Chester, OH

Nancy L. Blakeslee	 Westerville, OH
Christian Church in Ohio	 Worthington, OH
Jenith Mashek	 Bartlesville, OK
Raymond B. Burnham	 Bixby, OK
Martha Hatt	 Enid, OK
Cathy J. Clark	 Guthrie, OK
First Christian	 Guthrie, OK
James & Kathleen Simmons	 Midwest City, OK
Mildred Gee	 Midwest City, OK
James E. Bussell	 Oklahoma City, OK
Christian Church in Oklahoma	 Oklahoma City, OK
Nance Cunningham	 Oklahoma City, OK
Penny A. Hampton	 Oklahoma City, OK
Ruth Moore	 Oklahoma City, OK
Larry B. Metzger	 Ponca City, OK
Sonya J. Vann	 Tahlequah, OK
Bethany Christian	 Tulsa, OK
Victoria Fishel	 Tulsa, OK
Murray Hills Christian	 Beaverton, OR
Edward J. Harrod	 Cottage Grove, OR
Sandra J. Richard	 Grants Pass, OR
Magdalyn M. Sebastian	 Hood River, OR
Rod & Mary Anne Parrott	 Hood River, OR
Sharon McCool	 Junction City, OR
William & Carol Miller	 Medford, OR
William & Mary Jacobs	 Medford, OR
 Earnest L. Freeman	 Mill City, OR
James & Carol Cure	 Portland, OR
Charles House	 Belle Vernon, PA
Lisa M. Constantine	 Bethel Park, PA
Beverly J. Constantine	 California, PA
Lisa J. Buday	 California, PA
First Christian	 Greensburg, PA
 Jerry & Ruth Griffin	 Lititz, PA
Helen Long	 Monroeville, PA
Martine Saint-Vil	 North Wales, PA
Mary Lattyak	 Volant, PA
Caroline F. Stevens	 Blythewood, SC
Paul & Karen Fritts	 Columbia, SC
First Christian	 Greenville, SC
Rhonda Cole	 Ladys Island, SC
Lynda Grossman	 Summerville, SC
Jerry F. Muncy	 Bartlett, TN
G. DeWayne & Zoe Renfro	 Chattanooga, TN
Deborah A. Shields	 Elizabethton, TN
First Christian 	 Livingston, TN
Central Christian	 Memphis, TN
Carla A. Norton	 Memphis, TN
Delois Broady	 Memphis, TN
Darlene A. Bowman	 Murfreesboro, TN
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Nanette Mathe	 Murfreesboro, TN
Dwayne Sr. & Beverly Bell	 Nashville, TN
Eastwood Christian	 Nashville, TN
Gene Lovelace	 Nashville, TN
Julia Keith	 Nashville, TN
Perry D. Wiggins III	 Nashville, TN
Tommy & Elizabeth Knowles-Bagwell	 Nashville, TN
Shirley Johannsen	 Allen, TX
Joy P. Cox	 Amarillo, TX
Edward & Mary Kolbe	 Arlington, TX
Margaret Lawrence	 Arlington, TX
Rush Creek Christian	 Arlington, TX
Stephen Robinson	 Austin, TX
First Christian	 Bullard, TX
Guy S. Sawyer	 Burleson, TX
Youree Posey	 Burleson, TX
Everett Zachary	 Copperas Cove, TX
Steven & Peggy Jerles	 Copperas Cove, TX
Vance & Donna Drum	 Crockett, TX
Bethany Christian	 Dallas, TX
Angela Brown	 Dallas, TX
Sally J. Green	 Dallas, TX
Sherry F. Shanks	 Dallas, TX
Linda Hughes	 Duncanville, TX
Nancy Foley	 Edna, TX
Christian Church in the Southwest	 Fort Worth, TX
George & Sydney Wirsdorfer	 Fort Worth, TX
Jeremy Skaggs	 Fort Worth, TX
Tiann Morgner	 Fort Worth, TX
Timothy Robinson	 Fort Worth, TX
Velma R. Schulenberg	 Fort Worth, TX
Candace C. Stroup	 Granbury, TX
Robert & Sara Simons	 Houston, TX
William Bross	 Houston, TX
Denni J. Sullivan	 Huntsville, TX
Stephen Richard & Anne Ulmer	 Huntsville, TX
Joe Park	 Kerrville, TX
James & Lynne Haley	 Kingwood, TX
Richard T. Maddox	 League City, TX
George & Gala Strunk	 Longview, TX
Memorial Christian	 Midland, TX
First Christian	 Pasadena, TX
First Christian 	 Plano, TX
Jan E. Sullivan	 Plano, TX
Joseph & Debbie Chisolm	 Red Oak, TX
Mr. & Mrs. David Baker	 Round Rock, TX
Marlene M. Teal	 San Antonio, TX
Michael Wayne	 San Antonio, TX
Cypress Creek Christian	 Spring, TX
Edgar & Margaret Hennig	 Sugar Land, TX
Central Christian 	 Texarkana, TX

Donors
University Christian 	 Tyler, TX
Douglas James Richardson	 Victoria, TX
Candace M. Sheppard	 Waco, TX
Ms. DeVaughan	 Annandale, VA
Charles & Kathleen Swihart	 Arlington, VA
Mr. W. T. Beacham	 Arlington, VA
Rebecca L. Highfield	 Ashland, VA
Steven & Donna Doan	 Belle Haven, VA
West End Christian 	 Danville, VA
Fairfax Christian 	 Fairfax, VA
Kevin & Carol Ann Ogle	 Falls Church, VA
Laurel Hill Christian 	 Lebanon Church, VA
William & Jenetta Brown	 Leesburg, VA
Christian Church in Virginia	 Lynchburg, VA
Debrah L. Zuercher	 Lynchburg, VA
Edward H. Parrish III	 Lynchburg, VA
G. Lee Parker	 Lynchburg, VA
Trinity Christian 	 Mechanicsville, VA
Jennifer Larson	 Norfolk, VA
Mario Amaro	 Norfolk, VA
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hedrick	 Prince George, VA
Bon Air Christian	 Richmond, VA
Kenneth D. Davis	 Ridgeway, VA
Carol Clarkson	 Roanoke, VA
Loudon Avenue Christian 	 Roanoke, VA
Patricia Roberts	 Roanoke, VA
Daniel T. Netting	 Salem, VA
Joyce L. Allen	 Toano, VA
Cherie A. Hutchison	 Vienna, VA
Edith H. Moody	 Vinton, VA
Stephen K. Goss	 Virginia Beach, VA
William A. Palmer Jr.	 West Point, VA
John Konugres	 Dupont, WA
Northwest Regional Christian	 Federal Way, WA
Carol J. Macaulay	 Issaquah, WA
Stephen D. King	 Lake Forest Park, WA
Sharon Nichols	 Renton, WA
Shalom United Church of Christ	 Richland, WA
Country Homes Christian	 Spokane, WA
Thomas & Sandra Messick	 Spokane, WA
Carey W. Shepard	 Steilacoom, WA
Timothy Shipe	 University Place, WA
Thomas & Patrica Yates	 Vancouver, WA
Thomas Hartmann	 Vancouver, WA
Englewood Christian	 Yakima, WA
Margaret J. Hickman	 Yakima, WA
Stephan W. Brunelle	 Holmen, WI
First Christian	 Beckley, WV
Bethany College	 Bethany, WV
William & Gwendolyn Allen	 Parkersburg, WV
First Christian 	 Casper, WY
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2015 Disciples Peace Fellowship Donors List
Mrs. Dede Wilson	 Daphne, AL
Robert R. Howard	 Gilbert, AZ
Andrew Shepherd	 Mesa, AZ
William & Madge Adams	 Scottsdale, AZ
Community Christian - Doug Bland	 Tempe, AZ
William & Mary Jacobs	 Tempe, AZ
Ann Nichols	 Tucson, AZ
Ken & Mary Ellen Kennon	 Tucson, AZ
Shirley A. Estes	 Tucson, AZ
Adelle Lemon	 Berkeley, CA
Hallam Jr. & Yasuko Shorrock	 Claremont, CA
Rhodes & Lois Thompson	 Claremont, CA
Wendy Bayer-Divine	 Claremont, CA
David Downing  
   & Eddie West	 Desert Hot Springs, CA
Rebecca Littlejohn & Todd Lesh	 El Cajon, CA
Richard & Mary Lou Ober	 Elk Grove, CA
James & Linda Tucker	 Hanford, CA
Mitch Becker	 Lancaster, CA
Nancy L Davis	 Los Angeles, CA
China Isler	 Malibu, CA
Sandhya R. Jha	 Oakland, CA
Joe & Carol Quartucci	 Orange, CA
H. Benjamin Bohren Jr.	 Palm Springs, CA
Mr Richard K Miller	 Palm Springs, CA
Timothy & Candace Murphy	 Pasadena, CA
Cliff Jr. & Connie Cole	 Roseville, CA
David J. Hosseini	 Sacramento, CA
Cheri Metier	 San Diego, CA
Darwin Mann	 San Diego, CA
Michael Kinnamon & Mardine Davis	 San Diego. CA
Christian Church N. Calif./Nev.  
   CYF Summer Camp	 Vallejo, CA
Leanne & Don Stump	 Walnut Creek, CA
Katherine M. Davis	 West Covina, CA
Ray & Marty Hermanstorfer	 Arvada, CO
Jerry & Donna Martin	 Denver, CO
Michael & Suanne Yarbrough	 Fraser, CO
Bill & Pat Nottingham	 Littleton, CO
Kay Hartley	 Loveland, CO
Steven D. Cook	 Washington, DC
Royal Palm Christian, - 
   Craig & Cynthia Watts	 Coral Springs, FL
Linda Curtner	 Jacksonville, FL
Bill & Donna Barr	 Palm Bay, FL
Ken & Nellie Dean	 Seminole, FL
Jack & Midge Barnes	 St Petersburg, FL
Richard Railsback	 Venice, FL
Janice Johnson Hume	 Atlanta, GA
Frances Shumake	 Winder, GA
Jan & Stan Witherington	 Winder, GA

Bill & Nancy Weare	 Inarajan, GU
Rob Potts	 Blakesburg, IA
Katie Russell	 Council Bluffs, IA
Terry Halstead	 Davenport, IA
Charles & Barbara Bare	 Des Moines, IA
Debra Griffin	 Des Moines, IA
Darryl McDaniel	 Abingdon, IL
Terry E. Foland	 Astoria, IL
Joe & Ellen Culpepper	 Bloomington, IL
John & Marilyn Trefzger	 Bloomington, IL
Ned & Norma Roberts	 Bloomington, IL
Jeff & Jane Zimmerman	 Deerfield, IL
John Baird	 Decatur, IL
Central Christian - Peace 
   & Justice Task Force	 Decatur, IL
Charlotte Noe	 Eureka, IL
Minta Colburn	 Eureka, IL
Ron McNeill	 Granville, IL
William Deutsch	 Harmon, IL
Mary E. Wallace	 Henry, IL
Dorothy Rueff	 Jacksonville, IL
Don & Beth Zumwalt	 Morton, IL
Bruce & Helen Ervin	 Bloomington, IN
Lynn and Richard Cohee	 Carmel, IN
Audrey Borschel	 Fishers, IN
Frank Everett	 Greenfield, IN
Art & Pauline Vermillion	 Indianapolis, IN
Art & Sue Hanna	 Indianapolis, IN
Bob & Betty Goss	 Indianapolis, IN
Bob & Kathy Riester	 Indianapolis, IN
Bob Shaw & Susan McNeely	 Indianapolis, IN
Bruce Patton	 Indianapolis, IN
Carol Q. Cosby	 Indianapolis, IN
Caroline Cox-Smith	 Indianapolis, IN
Catherine Nichols	 Indianapolis, IN
Christian Church in Indiana	 Indianapolis, IN
Dan Scott & Kristen Bates-Scott	 Indianapolis, IN
Dick & Mindy Hamm	 Indianapolis, IN
Downey Ave Christian 	 Indianapolis, IN
Garnett Jr. & Carolyn Day 	 Indianapolis, IN
Joel & Karon Duffield	 Indianapolis, IN
Jim & Carolyn Higginbotham	 Indianapolis, IN
John & Eleyce Hinant	 Indianapolis, IN
Judy Dunson	 Indianapolis, IN
Leon & Jan Riley	 Indianapolis, IN
Louella Reinhardt	 Indianapolis, IN
Margaret Taylor	 Indianapolis, IN
Nancy Dickinson	 Indianapolis, IN
Rik Spier	 Indianapolis, IN
Ron Allen & Linda McKiernan-Allen	 Indianapolis, IN

Continued on next page.
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Ron & Deniese Degges	 Indianapolis, IN
Rosemary Ervin & Richard Schevitz	 Indianapolis, IN
William & Deborah Peddie	 Indianapolis, IN
Pamela Y. Mason	 Kempton, IN
Will & Marcia Jewsbury	 Kokomo, IN
Educational Solutions Indiana	 Lafayette, IN
Reverend Ned Gillum	 Marion, IN
Karen Stoker	 Tipton, IN
John & Kathy Walker	 Bonner Springs, KS
Michael & Marla Wills	 Kansas City, KS
Richard & Erin Sack	 Leavenworth, KS
Herschel Dugan	 Olathe, KS
John & Kirby Gould	 Olathe, KS
George & Arthea Saller	 Overland Park, KS
Albert Pennybacker	 Lexington, KY
Ben Poage	 Lexington, KY
Dalene Vasbinder & Ken McCullough	 Lexington, KY
Dona Renfro	 Lexington, KY
Paul & Merry Jones	 Lexington, KY
Phil & Loris Points	 Lexington, KY
Ms Vickie Batzka	 Lexington, KY
Wayne & Virginia Bell	 Lexington, KY
Faye Feltner	 Louisville, KY
Becky Greenlee	 Louisville, KY
Barbara Bennett	 Owensboro, KY
Beverley Longo	 Metairie, LA
Brighton Allston  
   Congregational Church	 Boston, MA
Tiffany Curtis	 Cambridge, MA
Susan O. Bowman	 Greenfield, MA
John Brock	 Newtonville, MA
Bill & Lee Longman	 Watertown, MA
Carol L. Cook	 Baltimore, MD
Catherine Elkiss	 Baltimore, MD
Chicko & Douglas Cook	 Bethesda, MD
Disciples Public Witness	 Bethesda, MD
Laird & Evelyn Thomason	 Rockville, MD
Marla Schrader	 Silver Spring, MD
Russell & Barbara Fuller	 Ann Arbor, MI
Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Etheridge	 Detroit, MI
Helen Dilworth	 Fenton, MI
Jon & Melba Lacey	 Holt, MI
Central Woodward  Christian 	 Troy, MI
Dan Adolphson	 Minneapolis, MN
Janeen R. Bruner	 Winona, MN
Rockbridge Christian	 Columbia, MO
Larry & Linda Reed Brown	 Fulton, MO
Ron Faust	 Gladstone, MO
Allan Barr	 Kansas City, MO
Douglas W. Smith	 Kansas City, MO
Jonne A. Long	 Kansas City, MO

Laura Phillips	 Kansas City, MO
Jeff & Sarah Hon	 Liberty, MO
Cynthia McCrae	 Raymore, MO
Dale & Betty Miller	 Raymore, MO
Denise Olmsted	 Raymore, MO
Clela Anderson	 Saint Louis, MO
Howard & Darlene Goodrich	 Valley Park, MO
Ms. K. J. Reynolds	 Webster Groves, MO
Ron Greene & Ruth Fletcher	 Great Falls, MT
Bob & Karen Frank-Plumlee	 Lincoln, MT
Pablo Stone	 Black Mountain, NC
Mary Kay Hennessey	 Fayetteville, NC
Lee Moses	 Greensboro, NC
Christian Church in Nebraska - 
   Kenneth W Moore	 Lincoln, NE
James & Mary King	 Lincoln, NE
Kent & Janet Remmenga	 Lincoln, NE
Legacy Retirement Communities	 Lincoln, NE
M. Childress	 Lincoln, NE
Sharon Shields	 Lincoln, NE
Susan Nichols	 Lincoln, NE
John Else & Cathy Roller	 Omaha, NE
Barbara Free & Jay Johnson	 Albuquerque, NM
Steve & Carrie Miller	 Albuquerque, NM
Ralph & Jan Stone	 Jemez Springs, NM
Jennifer H. Kottler	 Irvington, NY
H. Wesley Perkins	 Rochester, NY
Mildred Newman	 Williamsville, NY
Ed & Ann Weisheimer	 Boardman, OH
Charlotte Scherer	 Bowling Green, OH
Allen Harris & Craig Hoffman	 Cleveland, OH
Robert & Holly Sieck	 Cleveland, OH
Barbara & George Wilburn	 Columbus, OH
William Meyer	 Copley, OH
Bob & Elva Hively	 Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Jonathan Moody	 Garrettsville, OH
Christine Stonebraker-Martinez	 Girard, OH
Damaris Peters Pike	 Hiram, OH
Jon Secaur & Linda Idoine	 Kent, OH
Louise Neubert	 Kent, OH
Katherine A. Rule	 Madeira, OH
Pete & Karen Smith	 Maineville, OH
Carol Burkhalter	 Oxford, OH
Bill Spangler	 West Farmington, OH
Bill & Connie Inglish &  
   Angela Inglish	 Bartlesville, OK
Dorothy Messenger	 Edmond, OK
Edmond Trinity Christian 	 Edmond, OK
Mona Baird	 Edmond, OK
Fred Jr. & Sue Blackmon	 Newalla, OK

DPF Donors
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Tanja Walker	 Norman, OK
Danielle Sullivan	 Oklahoma City, OK
Donna Compton	 Oklahoma City, OK
Joe & Sarah Jones	 Oklahoma City, OK
J. T. Moore PhD	 Stillwater, OK
Bethany Christian	 Tulsa, OK
John & Toni Imbler	 Tulsa, OK
Richard & Peggy Ziglar	 Tulsa, OK
Bonnie Osei-Frimpong	 Corvallis, OR
Phyllis Weare	 Eugene, OR
Rod & Mary Anne Parrott	 Hood River, OR
Frits Haverkamp	 Andersonville, TN
Lee & Mara Grisham	 Cleveland, TN
Ed & Mary Ruth Kolbe	 Arlington, TX
Don & Shirley Swindle	 Collinsville, TX
Roger Wedell	 Dallas, TX
Donald Lindsay	 Denton, TX
Lynn Lackey	 Desoto, TX
B. E. & Judy O’Donnell	 Fort Worth, TX
Cyndy W Twedell	 Fort Worth, TX
Rita N. Brock	 Fort Worth, TX
University Christian -  
   Cyndy Twedell	 Fort Worth, TX

Jack C. & Cathy Robertson	 Richardson, TX
Kathy Bouchard	 Rowlett, TX
Marlene M. Teal	 San Antonio, TX
Bob Mooty	 Evington, VA
Bob & Nita Floe Hempfling	 Lynchburg, VA
Curtis Wheeler	 Lynchburg, VA
Patricia Carter	 Richmond, VA
Ms. Vanessa Falgoust	 Yorktown, VA
Len & Linda Elliott	 Auburn, WA
Bruce W Radtke	 Bellingham, WA
Don & Joyce Leak	 Camano Island, WA
Berlena Brock	 Seattle, WA
David R. Jones	 Seattle, WA
J. Stockdale	 Seattle, WA
Norman & Kathy Wells	 Seattle, WA
Rosemary Blakemore	 Seattle, WA
University Christian	 Seattle, WA
Keith Watkins	 Vancouver, WA
Neil & Kay Deupree	 Janesville, WI
John & Debra Hull	 Bethany, WV
James Y. Brown	 Martinsburg, WV

DPF Donors

The Disciples’ Advocate is published three times annually by the Division 
of Homeland Ministries, Inc.; doing ministry as Disciples Home Missions, 
P.O. Box 1986, Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-1986; phone (317) 713-2639; 
e-mail editor@dhm.disciples.org. The Disciples’ Advocate welcomes letters 
to the editor, stories, photos, advertisements and notices from Disciples 

(and UCC) related institutions and congregations listed in the Yearbook and Directory of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
the United States and Canada. All letters sent to the Disciples’ Advocate will be treated as intended for publication and are subject 
to the Disciples’ Advocate’s unrestricted right to edit or comment editorially. Specifications for advertising insertions are available 
on request. There is no charge for advertising from covenantal Disciples organizations. Insertions and notices are freely accepted 
subject to space.

INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS BULK CHURCH SUBSCRIPTIONS
Available for free on the web (PDF) or by mail in print form. 
Go to the DHM web site and complete the subscription or 
phone 317-713-2639. Donations welcome.

For approximately $1.95 per copy we will ship your congregation copies 
of the Advocate. Place your congregation’s bundle subscription order 
with Wilma Shuffitt at wshuffitt@dhm.disciples.org or call 317-713-2639.

www.discipleshomemissions.org www.facebook.com/discipleshomemissions



Division of Homeland Ministries 
   of the Christian Church
P.O. Box 1986
Indianapolis, IN  46206-1986

Address Service Requested

Disciples Home Missions  
is now on Facebook! 
Follow us for resources on . . . 

www.facebook.com/discipleshomemissions ● www.discipleshomemissions.org 

●  Missions & Volunteering 
●  Congregational Transformation 
●  Support for Clergy & Lay Leaders 
●  Faith Formation & Education  

●  Justice & Advocacy 
●  Scholarships & Grants 
●  Ministry Resources for Women, Men,  

Children, Families, Youth & Young Adults  

Correction: In the Winter Issue, “Disciple Summer Mission Trips 
Announced for 2016” on page 6, the photos identified as in Arizona 
should have been Arkansas.


