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The purpose of Disciples Women is to provide opportunities for spiritual growth, enrichment, education and creative minis-
tries to enable women to develop a sense of personal responsibility for the whole mission of the church of Jesus Christ and to 
provide a channel through which women in the congregation and the regional Women's Ministries in the United States and 
Canada may be joined in fellowship and find means for effective participation in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  

 

The 22nd Biennial Session of the National 
Convocation presented an opportunity for 

Disciples women to Rejoice!  
 
 

National Convocation Disciples Women Ministry~ 
Making the Choice to Rejoice 

Just Women magazine was cre-
ated to encourage women and 
minister to the spirit, body and 
soul. One year subscription is only 
$19 USD;   

A bundle of 15 or more copies to 
one address is only $17 USD per 
copy. Subscription can be pur-
chased online at 
www.discipleswomen.org or by 
calling (888) 346-2631.     

Young Adult Steppers opened our worship  

Our tables were filled with both angel center-
pieces and angels sitting around the table. 

Disciples Women’s Ministry  presented 
over $400 and  boxes of school supplies, 
toiletries to Houston Area  Women’s Cen-
ter.  Anneliese Davis (far left)  repre-
sented HAWC. 

Patricia Maples and Barbara Williams in-
stalled the Executive Committee for National 
Convocation Disciples Women’s Ministry. 
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From The President…………Marilyn F Williams  

Greetings My Sisters, 
 

It ain’t over, it’s just beginning!  What a wonderful 
celebration in Houston, Texas.  “Just women the 
Choice to Rejoice” was the theme of our 21st bien-
nial session women’s luncheon. And rejoice we 
did.  Every table was decorated with an angel re-
joicing sitting upon or adorned with Kente cloth, all 
of which was donated by the host state women. 
Thank-you Texas!  And many thanks to all the 
women for the overwhelming out pour of participa-
tion to our local service project HAWC. And what 
can I say about the “Praise with a Purpose” danc-
ers from University Christian Church, you all were 
outstanding! Thank-you!  

 

This year the “Well” also followed through with 
both the Convocation theme and our Luncheon 
theme ~ “Rejoice”. The space was adorned with 
two curtained rooms for meditation and privacy, 
while the gathering space had tables with angels; 
you guessed it Rejoicing. Not only did the Well 
invite you to rest, renew, relax, and recreate, but 
we celebrated women. Yes, a display of pictures 
of women from all regions, all levels of the church, 
our founders, our leaders, beginners, our seekers, 
our liberators, snap shots of women at their re-
treats and other gatherings. We would like to 
make this an ongoing celebration, so send us your 
photos. Share with us. We would like to celebrate 
you, your group, and your church. 

 

The first meeting of the 2012-2014 officers took 
place, with 16 (sixteen) other ladies present.  We 
are excited about the road ahead. Thanks Ladies, 
for accepting the call to serve. As we begin to plan 

for the next two years, we have initiated a travel 
expense fund for Officers. More information about 
the fund will be given in our December Newsletter.   
A Recommendation concerning this fund   has 
been since to the board and will be voted on at the 
December Board meeting. Oh, by the way, we 
received our first donation of $52 toward our travel 
fund at the end of our meeting. 

 

We are also in conversation with the Rev. Marilyn 
S. Fiddmont regarding an endowment fund for 
National Convocation Disci-
ples Women.  It is our hope 
to unfold this at the 22nd 
Biennial Session in Colum-
bus, Ohio. 

 

As I shared with many of 
you in Houston, God has 
chosen our officers for such 
a time as this. It is my sin-
cere prayer and hope that 
we not only choose to re-
joice in praise, but also in action and deeds. 

 

It is my gift from God to be able to serve you. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say Re-
joice! 

 

Serving with you, 
Marilyn F. Williams 
President, National Convocation Disciples Women! 
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Janie Troublefield was part of the 2011 Woman-to-Woman 
Worldwide delegation to the Republic and Democratic Republic 

of the Congo.  This is the second part of her reflections          

Kinshasa 

One day I had the opportunity to 
visit a sewing center in which 
women are taught the trade of sew-
ing.  After they learn to make gar-
ments, they are able to either make 
clothing for their families, or sell 
clothing to make money to support 
their families.  This sewing program 
focused on making clothing for 
women, men, and children.   
 
They also made scarves and pocket-

books.  I was amazed at the way they went about developing 
various items to sell in order to be able to support their fami-
lies.  They were very creative and knew how to diversify 
their products and not depend on just one item in order to 
make money for their families.  Their economic expertise 
shone through as they demonstrated how they purchased 
material, sold the finished product for a profit, and then was 
able to buy more material to continue their work. 

Brazzaville 
 
Soap making is something I experienced as a little girl grow-
ing up in rural eastern North Carolina.  My grandmother had 
learned this trade from her father who also lived in the rural 
south at the latter part of 
the 19th Century.  There-
fore, when I heard that 
soap making would be 
taking place during my 
journey in the Congo, I 
was extremely excited.  
It was great and awe in-
spiring to be able to re-
late to what my Congo-
lese sisters were doing.  
When I saw them mixing the soap making ingredients to-
gether and heating it in order to make soap, my mind went 
back to my childhood days of watching my grandmother do 
the same thing.  Again, their economic expertise came alive 
as they explained to us that they would sell the soap in order 
to make money to support their families, as well as, buy 
more ingredients to keep making soap  
 
Visit www.discipleswomen.org to learn how you can help these women.. 

The wining design for the QA 
2014 logo is here. It was created 
by Michael A. Dominguez. This is 
a familiar name for Disciples 
Women ~ he also created the 
new Disciples Women’s logo that 
you see today. 
 
There is a lot of thought, re-
search, and planning that goes 
into the creation of a logo. There 
is nothing easy about the proc-
ess. Following is the story of the 

symbols and their meeting. 

 Symbols in the Logo  
 

 The inner circle with its vertical and horizontal lines 
intersect each other and symbolize the world.   

 The heart shape that surrounds the world repre-
sents the women of the Church. We see ourselves as 
being committed and in solidarity with all peoples of 

the world. The symbol emphasizes the Quadrennial 
2014 statements such as: “We see...their despair... 
their heart... their hope... their value... their human-
ity...” etc...   

 The shepherd’s crook symbolizes our dedication to 
caring and nurturing.  

 There is a cross on the left side of the circle sym-
bolizing our faith. 

 
The overall theme of our event is “I SEE YOU. . .”.   Our 
daily themes will be:  
 
 I see you through eyes of grace  
 I see you through the voice of compassion 
 I see you with hands of justice 
 I see you with a heart of joy 
 I see you whole  
 

We will see you in Atlanta at the Marriott Marquis,  
June 25 to 29, 2014 

Journey to the Congos by Janie Troublefield 

2014 Quadrennial Assembly Logo Unveiled 



2012-2014 Officers of the 
National Convocation Disciples Women 

 
President              Marilyn Williams (North Carolina) 
1st Vice President                           Wanona Redd (Virginia) 
2nd Vice President     Pernella Shortie (Great River Region) 
Immediate Past President            Pamela Dubose (Great River Region) 
Member-at-Large            Karen Barrett (Northern California) 
Member-at-Large    Lashaundra Smith (Great River Region) 
Chaplain                Frankie Williams (Texas) 
Secretary      Robin Cushingberry (South Carolina) 
Treasurer & Staff                Sheila Spencer  (Disciples Women Staff) 

Disciples Women Staff 
130 East Washington Street 

Indianapolis, IN  46204 
(888) 346-2631               www.discipleswomen.org 
 
Patricia Donahoo - Executive Director 

pdonahoo@dhm.disciples.org 

Sheila Spencer - Program Director /Merger Staff 

sspencer@dhm.disciples.org 

Arlene Pimentel - 2014 QA Coordinator  

 apimentel@dhm.disciples.org  

Sister Share    Connection Section 
 

 

Did you know Disciples Women 

now have e-commerce options 

available?  

Now you can purchase online -

Just Women subscriptions, Wisdom of Women 

and other great resources.   

Go to www.discipleswomen.org and grow as a 

Disciples woman! 
 
 
Join us on Facebook: 
 
Connect and engage in conversation with 
Disciples women from all over.  We can’t wait for you to 
join our fan pages.  Be a friend and tell a friend! 
 
 Disciples Women 
 Umoja Unity 
 Just Women Magazine 
 News from 2012 National 

Convocation 
 QA 2014 

Great Dates 
 

July 13 –17, 2013 General Assembly                            
Orlando, Florida 

 

June 25 to 29, 2014 Quadrennial Assembly 
Atlanta, GA 

A Newsle t t e r  produced  by  Dis c ip l e s  Women  of  t he  Nat i ona l  
Convoca t i on  of  t he  Chr i s t ian  Chu rch  (Dis c ip le s  of  Chr i s t )  

www.disciples.org/
convo 

On Saturday, September 15, 2012, Rev. 
Mary Anne Glover was installed as the 
Regional Minister in the Northeastern 
Region.  This is a historical moment in 
the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) as Rev. Glover is the first African 
American woman to be installed in the 
office of Regional Minister. 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ! ! ! !  




