Fundraising Tips
So, you are interested in a Woman-to-Woman Worldwide journey, but are concerned about funding.  You wonder, “How do I come up with that much money?”
Don’t be Shy
· You are not going just for yourself.  You are going for your region and your church and for your brothers and sisters in Christ.  
· You are not going as a tourist.  You will be there to listen and learn so you can bring back faithful witness to what you have seen and heard.  You will be welcomed extravagantly and treated as a dear sister, but you will not move in a pleasant bubble of luxury and entertainment.  You will return as tired as you have ever been, yet full to the brim with what you have experienced.  

· And remember this:  You cannot receive if you do not ask.  You’ll be surprised at the response you get when you invite people to be your partners in mission!
· Be sure to include the domestic flight cost when calculating how much you need.

Sponsorships and Scholarships
· As a member of a local church, you are surrounded with possibilities for group sponsorships!  Your Disciples Women circle, your Sunday School class, and the Mission/Outreach committee all have an interest in your experience and will benefit from having an enriched “you” in their midst.   Let them know that you are going, when, where and why.  If you need help explaining the WWW program, ask your regional staff for more information or visit the Disciples Women website at www.discipleswomen.org.   Your church may even have a scholarship fund for the kind of travel you will be doing.  

· Sell “stock” in your experience at $1, $5 or $10/share.  In return you will provide an evening of photos/presentation, song, food, and maybe even dance when you return! What you offer in return is up to you.  We offer a sample IPO letter/form for your use.
· Do you know or are you a member of a community organization that supports charitable or educational causes?  Approach the leadership about sponsoring you.  Ask if there are scholarships for which you can apply.  
· Check with your regional office or your constituency representative for additional funding or sources.

· There may be limited funds available through Disciples Women’s Endowment Fund. Application deadline is March 15.   

Fundraisers and Special Events
· Invite a small circle of friends to help you offer a Theme Dinner featuring foods of your destination country. 

· Ask the Youth to have a car wash or an ice cream social.

· Hold an all-church rummage sale.

· Set up a hotdog or popcorn booth at a community festival or sports event.
· Do you have friends or neighbors who are from the host country or who have traveled extensively in that region?  Arrange a special speaking engagement with photos and food, and pass the plate to support your mission experience.
Continuing Education

Does your employer offer continuing education benefits?  Even if the answer is No, you may be able to make a case for getting employer support for your journey.  
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           Woman-to-Woman Worldwide Initial Public Offering

(Journey Year) / (Journey Country)

Dear members of (congregation), family and friends,

With great joy!! I have been selected to participate in the upcoming Disciples Women’s Ministries sponsored Woman-to-Woman Worldwide journey to (country). This journey is open to Disciples Women in the U.S.A. and Canada. Every year the journey will focus on programs and projects that benefit disadvantaged women and children in various locations in the selected country. We will visit the program sites and talk with the women and children served.  We will have time to take in the sights, sounds, and tastes of the various locations we visit. Every day will end with worship.

It is an honor that I have been selected. With that honor comes responsibility.  These responsibilities include raising funds for the registration fee, sharing what I observe and learn, and promoting the service project selected at the end of the journey.

I am inviting you to join me in this journey by becoming a “shareholder”. Included in this letter is an “Application for Shares”. Each share is priced at only $5 so that everyone can afford to become a shareholder. Teens’ and children’s participation is encouraged. This can broaden their horizons. You may purchase as many as you like.

You may ask what benefits you would receive as a shareholder.  Here is a sampling: (tailor to your ideas)

· You will receive a uniquely numbered Shareholder Certificate, suitable for framing.

· If we can establish stable internet connectivity, you will receive an electronic invitation to follow our Blog postings from (country).

· As a registered shareholder, you will receive an invitation to a shareholders-only presentation.

· Only shareholders will have access to the photos and conversation until after the shareholders-only presentation.

· Shareholders will receive a post card from the country.

· You will have the personal satisfaction of knowing that you are helping someone take part in an once-in-a-lifetime, faith-growing experience.

Thank you in advance for your support – both with prayers and finances. I am really excited and am looking forward to this experience. I am sincerely looking forward to sharing the combined experiences of serving God, serving our neighbor, growing deeper in faith, and learning firsthand about a different culture.

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

In gratitude for your support, (name and contact information)

APPLICATION FOR SHARES

Woman-to-Woman Worldwide (year) (country)

(your name)

Number of shares requested ____________

Number of Shares:
100
50
20
10
5
4
3
2
1

Cost:


$500
$250
$100
$50
$25
$20
$15
$10
$5

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

(Needed if you wish to be invited to the Blog or receive additional communication beyond the postcard.)

Please return your completed Application for Shares and your check to (your contact name and address). If you wish a follow-up tax deduction letter (for share purchases of $25 and beyond), please make your check payable to “Disciples Women” and put my name on the memo line. I will mail the accumulated checks to their office.
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