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 This module was written by Disciples Women’s Ministries and contains the following: 

 

 Overview 

 Outline  

 Notes for Leader 

 Handouts 

 

Additional copies are available from: 

Online at www.discipleswomen.org 

 

(317) 635-3100 

odw@dhm.disciples.org 

www.discipleswomen.org 

 

 



P A G E  3  

M A D E  I N  T H E  I M A G E  O F  G O D  

Overview 

 

Purpose:  This model is designed to encourage women to explore 

different images of God and their image of God.  This is to support the 

scripture in Genesis 1:26 “And then God said, let us make humankind in 

our image.”     

 

Time:  1- 1 ¼ hours 

 

Items Needed:   

 Flip Chart 

 Markers 

 Bibles 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources Used For: Scripture 

Outline Leader preparation and  Genesis 1:26 

Stories from I Am 
Beautiful 

Reading throughout presen-
tation 

 

Handouts   

1. You Are Beautiful Song  

2. Images of God – 

Biblical Order 

Biblical reference sheet  

3. Many Names and 

Many Faces 

Song  



Outline 

Now we’re going to move into a time of delving into the Word 

by spending some time in the Bible and looking at how we see 

and name God. 
 

TIME  CONTENT SUPPLIES 
 

10 

min 

Purpose:  Help women identify the im-

ages they have of God. 

 Introduce  I Am Beautiful book pub-

lished by Sole Sisters, Inc. and teach 

song 

 Read Peg from St. Louis’ story from 

“I Am Beautiful”  

 Ask participants to call out names 

and images of God that they are 

familiar with.  Capture on news-

print.  Ask what, if anything, they 

observe about this listing.   

Newsprint,  

Markers 

Book—I Am  

Beautiful 

Handout:   

“You Are  

Beautiful” 

20 

min 

Purpose:  Help them identify addition-

al images from the Bible. 

 Divide into small groups of 6 and 

ask them to come up with as many 

descriptions and names for God as 

they can in 10 minutes and list the 

passage and the description on a 

piece of paper. 

Newsprint 

Handout:   

Biblical  

references 
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TIME  CONTENT SUPPLIES 
 

  Reconvene in large group and have 

them call out the new images they 

found.   

 Capture the new images on news-

print. 

 Tell them there is a handout availa-

ble which lists lots of references and 

where they can be found in the Bi-

ble. 

 Pick a few that were not read and 

ask various people to look them up 

and read them aloud. 

 

5 

min 

Read Muriel from Freedom, CA’s story 

from I Am Beautiful. 

Hand out: 

“Many Names and 

15 

min 

Purpose:  Internalize the importance of 

multiple images for God. 

Read Jo from San Antonio’s story from 

“I Am Beautiful” 

As a large group, facilitate conversa-

tion around the need for all of these 

different images.  Ask the question:  

Why is it important for us to have all of 

these images?  Either pass microphone 

around or ask people to come and 

share their personal images of God 

and how they came to them. 

 



 TIME  CONTENT SUPPLIES 
 

10 

min 

Read Ollie from Palm Springs’ story 

from “I Am Beautiful” 

Read quote from Sue Monk Kidd’s 

book, “Secret Life of Bees” page 141: 

Introduce book:  This is a story told in 

the voice of young Lily, a white girl 

growing up in the late 50’s, early 60’s 

South, who runs away from her abu-

sive father and ends up in the home of 

August and May, two 60 or 70-

something African-American women 

who raise bees and sell their honey 

under the Black Madonna label and 

host a home-church group of women 

called The Daughters of Mary.  Lily is 

the narrator, saying: 

  “How come you put the black Ma-

donna on your honey?” I asked.  I’d 

been curious about this from day one.  

Usually people got in a rut putting 

honey bears on them.  August grew 

still, holding a honey jar in her hand, 

and looking off into the distance like 

she’d gone in search of the answer, 

and that finding it had been the bo-

nus of the day, “I wish  
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TIME  CONTENT SUPPLIES 

 “you could have seen the Daughters 

of Mary the first time they laid eyes 

on this label.  You know why?  Be-

cause when they looked at her it oc-

curred to them for the first time in 

their lives that what’s divine can 

come in dark skin.  You see, every-

body needs a God who looks like 

them, Lily.” 

 

 

5 min In closing, turn to one another, look 

into your sister’s eyes and say,  

“God, it’s good to see you.” 

 

P A G E  7  

M A D E  I N  T H E  I M A G E  O F  G O D  



P A G E  8  

M A D E  I N  T H E  I M A G E  O F  G O D  

Notes for the Leader 

Opening Remarks: 

 Explain that as a group you are going to delve into the Word and 

also examine how we name God in our personal and corporate 

worship and prayer. 

 Introduce them to the book I Am Beautiful and explain that the 

book and a video of the same name are the result of a project 

funded by Oil of Olay. 

o The goal was to travel the United States and interview real 

women. 

o Each woman was asked to write a brief page on her life 

experiences and how they led her to see herself as 

beautiful. 

 Explain that the book may be purchased through Amazon.com or 

at local book stores. 

 We are going to be reading several women’s stories from this 

book today as we transition from one focus to another. 

 

Group Process:  (There is no PowerPoint presentation) 

 Use the “Made in the Image of God” outline to move the group 

through the process. 

 Involve the group by having them use their own experience to call 

out names of God and capturing those on a flipchart. 

 After they have met in small groups, have each group call out 

(capture on flipchart) the new images they have found. 
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 At the end of collecting all of the images, be sure to have women 

look up and read some of the images shown on the handout listing 

which they have not found. 

 After the singing of Many Names and Many Faces, you want to 

move them into internalizing why it was important to do this 

process. 

 Share with them your own experiences and how you name God in 

your personal prayer life. 

 Share with them the following true story: 

o A Disciples woman, Mary, had invited her co-worker, Sara, 

to attend church with her.  Mary had invited Sara several 

times and always received the same response:  “No, thank 

you.”  Finally, much to Mary’s surprise, one time Sara 

agreed to go.  After the service, over lunch, Sara politely 

thanked Mary for inviting her, but said she would not be 

returning.  When asked why, Sara told her friend, “When I 

was a child I was physically and emotionally abused by my 

father.  Because of that, I have a very difficult time 

worshipping a God who is identified with masculine 

gender.”   

o Explain how in that moment, the Disciples woman realized 

how important it is to recognize God as being larger than 

words can describe.  Even though she, because of her 

experiences in growing up in the church, called God “He” 

and “Father”, she understood the need to be more 

respectful of other’s traditions and feelings.   

o She still prays to her Father, but in public and corporate 

worship she is always careful to use inclusive language 

which is not gender specific. 

M A D E  I N  T H E  I M A G E  O F  G O D  
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 Explain how easy it is to see, after we have done all of this work 

on images of God, why early believers could not even speak aloud 

the name of God and used Yahweh in the ancient Hebrew biblical 

text.  Truly, as we look at the lists we have made of all the images 

we have been given of God, it is apparent that God defies human 

characterization and cannot be boxed into just one image. 

 

Close: 

 Complete the session by reading to them the excerpt from “Secret 

Life of Bees” by Sue Monk Kidd.  Explain that it is a good example 

of why it is important for us to do this type of study and 

discernment as Christians. 

 Tell them there is a handout, in Biblical order, of many images of 

God which they can take home and do this study and exercise 

back in their home churches. 

 

Handouts: 

 You Are Beautiful song 

 Images of God in Biblical order 

 Many Names and Many Faces song 
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You Are Beautiful 

 
How could anyone ever tell you 

You are anything less than beautiful. 

How could anyone ever tell you 

You are less than whole. 

 

How could anyone fail to notice 

That your loving is a miracle. 

How deeply you’re connected to my soul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You Are Beautiful 

 
How could anyone ever tell you 

You are anything less than beautiful. 

How could anyone ever tell you 

You are less than whole. 

 

How could anyone fail to notice 

That your loving is a miracle. 

How deeply you’re connected to my soul. 

M A D E  I N  T H E  I M A G E  O F  G O D  
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IMAGE FOUND IN    

     

Creator Gen 1:1 Isa 40:28 Acts 17:21 Rom 1:25 

Male and Female Gen 1:26-27    

Conqueror Gen 14:20    

Goodness Gen 16:13 Psa 34 Matthew 19:17 Acts 14:17 

Justice and Mercy Gen 18:20-33 Psa 67:4 Acts 17:31  

Patient Gen 19:24    

Blazing Glory / Con-

suming Fire Exodus 8:2 Hebrews 12:29   

Blessing and Curse Deut 11:26    

Deliverer Deut 21:10 1 Chron 4:10   

Bearer of Children (birth

-giver) Deut 32:18 Job 38:28-29   

Rock Deut 32:4,18 1 Sam 2:2 1 Chron 4:10 Psa 18:2 

Most High Deut 32:8    

Disciplinarian Deut 8:5 Heb 12:10   

Sustainer Deut. 32:10 Psa 30   

Nursemaid Deut. 32:13    

Like a bird Ruth 2:12    

Holy One 1 Sam 2:2    

Praise Psa 105 Psa 106 Psa 107  

Flawless Psa 12:16    

Help Psa 121 Neh 9:17   

Forgiver Psa 13:1    

Insurer Psa 16:10    

All -Present Psa 18:2    

Shield Psa 18:2 1 Chron 4:10   

Protector Psa 20 1 Chron 4:10   

Images of God in Biblical Order 
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IMAGE FOUND IN    

     

Strength Psa 20:13 Psa 25 & 51 1 John 4:8 Acts 2:2 

Love, Unfailing / Stead-

fast Psa 21:17    

Midwife Psa 22:9    

Shepherd Psa 23:1    

Faithful Psa 25    

Destiny Psa 26    

Attentive Psa 27 Psa 18:2   

Salvation Psa 27:1 Psa 56:13 Psa 119:105  

Light Psa 27:1 I Ch 29:10   

Powerful Psa 28    

Wisdom Psa 29    

Trust Psa 31    

Witness Psa 31 Psa 91:1 1 Chron 4:10  

Giver of refuge Psa 31:1    

Rescuer Psa 31:2 Isa 44:22 Psa 77:15  

Redeemer Psa 31:5    

Hiding Place Psa 32    

Abundance Psa 33    

Royalty Psa 33    

High Priest Psa 37    

Heart's Desire Psa 37:4    

Father of All Psa 38    

Healer Psa 39 Psa 14   

Righteous Psa 4:1 1 Cor 3:6   

Gardner Psa 40 Isa 36:16   

King / Over all Psa 5:12    

Parent Psa 68:5    

Judge Psa 7:8    
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IMAGE FOUND IN    

     

Wonder Psa 77:14 Psa 25:2 Psa 26 & 50  

Almighty Psa 89:8 Psa 27:1 Psa 18:2  

Stronghold Psa 9:9    

Maker Psa 95:6 1 Ch 29:11 Psa 105 Psa 106 

Glorious Isa 40:5    

Women in labor Isa 42:14    

Nursing mother Isa 49:15    

Potter Jer 18:6 Psa 10:12 Psa 25:5 Acts 17:27-28 

Hope Jer 50:7    

Pasture Jer 50:7    

Mother bear Hosea 13:8    

Breadmaker Matt 13:33 Luke 13:20-21   

Mother hen Matt 23:37    

Woman seeking lost 

coins Luke 15:8-10    

Counselor John 14    

Joy Act 2:28    

Alpha & Omega Rev 21:5-6    
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Many Names and Many Faces 
(Sung to the tune of Come Thou Fount of Many Blessings) 

By Manley Olson 

 

Many names and many faces 
Help us, God, to learn your ways. 
Words and pictures ever changing 

Faith grows deeper day by day. 
As we seek to know you better, 
As we strive your flock to be, 

Each new day brings us new visions 
Glimpses of eternity. 

 

Our Creator and Redeemer, 
Our sustainer, Guide and Friend, 

Fire by night and cloud by morning, 
Rolling thunder, quiet wind. 

Mighty ruler, gentle shepherd, 
Mother eagle on her nest, 

Living Bread, renewing water, 
Source of mercy, peace and rest. 

 

Helpless infant in a manger 
Dying savior on the cross. 
Solid rock in time of trouble 
Comforter in time of loss. 

As Sophia, source of wisdom 
Sign of peace as hovering dove. 

Trinity, yet one forever 
Holy Spirit, endless love. 

 

Womb of life and caring parent 
Fierce avenger, judge as well. 
God of space, remote, eternal 

God with us, Immanuel. 
As it was in the beginning 

Word was God and God was Word. 
So we each share words and visions 
Of the God we’ve seen and heard. 

M A D E  I N  T H E  I M A G E  O F  G O D  
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Stories from “I Am Beautiful” 

Peg from St. Louis, Missouri (page 164 in its entirety): 

“It’s never too late to have a happy 

childhood” words on a t-shirt that turned 

my life around. 

My mother died when I was 3, leaving my 

father to take care of eight children.  He 

gave me to an aunt and uncle with whom 

I moved away.  One of the first places I 

remember my aunt taking me to was an 

orphanage.  She explained all of its 

horrors and concluded our visit with these 

words:  “If you ever get in my way or do anything that I don’t like, this is 

where I will send you.” 

When teachers inquired about my bumps and bruises, when my doctor 

tired to get me to tell how my nose was broken, when hospital workers 

would wonder aloud about how I could be so clumsy, when family friends 

asked why I was so withdrawn, I remembered the orphanage and I kept 

silent. 

Finally, when I was 10 and my aunt was hitting me, I tacked her into a 

corner with a butcher knife.  I told her that if she ever hit me again I would 

kill her.  Like the 3-year-old believing the orphanage threat, she believed 

me.  We lived in silent hostility until I left at age 18. 

I sought help.  I got married and had three sons.  I sang, worked and 

played, but always the happy child eluded me.  And the, I found the t-shirt 

in a gift store, and a I knew what to do. 

I went home and put up pictures of the sad, hurt, angry child in my 

bedroom and talked to her.  Over and over, I assured her it was not too 

late to be happy.  And I set out making it so.  This picture of me at age 50 
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shows the happy childhood I am in the process of finding everyday.  It 

was taken at a St. Louis Cardinals ball game where the child is free to 

yell, cheer, boo, and generally revel in the gift of life. 

 

Muriel, Freedom, California (page 143 in its entirety): 

I found myself sobbing as I read Clarissa 

Pinkola’s Women Who Run with the Wolves.  

I had spent most of my life unsure of my 

worth and at the age of 70, I became deeply 

aware of my value and that of other women.  

The book tells that within every woman 

there is a wild and natural creature filled with 

good instincts, power, a playful spirit, great 

endurance, and strength, one who is deeply 

intuitive and fiercely stalwart and brave.  

Yet, throughout the ages she has been 

demeaned and harassed, her natural cycles forced into unnatural 

rhythms to please others. 

I like to think that in my 72nd year I have a grace that took all my life’s 

experiences to foster.  The humiliations, the hurts, the triumphs, and the 

loves are written on my face.  I was always a woman who ran with 

wolves.  I just didn’t know it. 

 

Jo, San Antonia, Texas (page 182 in its entirety): 

I made a decision on my 50th birthday that defines my beauty.  Looking 

back at the shards of what was then my mirror, I saw a plain, brown 

hungry mouse trying for glamorous cathood scurrying on a treadmill, 

literally trying to work my tush off.  On that day I asked myself, why?  It 

was a question I could not answer.  

M A D E  I N  T H E  I M A G E  O F  G O D  
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I dropped my bags of costumes, 

curlers, and cosmetics, smashed my 

mirror with a spike-heeled boot, found 

a pen, and wrote:  Being of sound mind 

(having just come to my senses), 

strong heart, and newly awakened 

spirit, from this day forward I will learn 

to say “No” to pain, point, wire, 

starvation, and elastic.  “No” to men 

who want a fold-out, pin-up show-girl, 

“No” to women who want that kind of 

man.  “No” to glamour, “Yes” to health.  “Yes” to the natural beauty that I 

am.” 

 

Ollie, Palm Springs, California (page 187 in its entirety): 

As a child of The Depression, I knew things would improve; they did.   

As a Navy W.A.V.E., I hoped for a better tomorrow; it arrived. 

As a wife and mother, I knew life would be forever changing; it is. 

As a single parent, raising two sons, I prayed for a new life partner; he 

arrived and we had 16 glorious years together before his death. 

As an inveterate questioner and seeker, I wanted a college degree; I got 

it at age 54. 

As a widow, I’ve learned contentment, and today 

  I respect my body and accept obesity as        

   my lot. 

 

  At age 71 I can look back on my life and  

  know 

  That God has been good to this big,  

  beautiful woman. 
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My Notes: 


