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Miss Wilhelmina (Minnie) Vautrin, a Disciples woman, was
born in 1886 in Secor, lllinois, graduated from the University of lllinois
in 1912. She was sent to China by the United Christian Missionary So-
ciety (Disciples of Christ) in 1912, where she first served as a high
school principal in Luchowfu and then became head of the education
department of Ginling College when it was founded in 1916 in Nanjing
(formerly Nanking).

She served as acting president of Ginling College from 1919 to 1922,
when President Matilda Thurston returned to the United States for fund
-raising. With the Japanese army advancing on Nanjing in 1937,
Vautrin was called upon to take charge of the college campus, as most
of the faculty fled Nanjing and established a refugee campus in west-
ern China. Her diary and reports provide a detailed account of the
situation in Nanjing under Japanese occupation, especially the atroci-
ties known as the Nanjing Massacre, which continued into the late
spring of 1938.

In the last entry of her diary; April 14, 1940, Vautrin wrote, "I'm about

at the end of my energy. Can no longer forge ahead and make plans
for the work, for on every hand there seem to be obstacles of some
kind. I wish I could go on furlough at least once." Two weeks later

she suffered a nervous breakdown and returned to the United States.
A year to the day after she left Nanjing. She ended her own life.

The movie
“Nanking” is a 2007
Sundance docu-
mentary about this Ginling College
WWIl-era tragedy. and students,
Mariel Hemingway circa 1920s.
reads excerpts
from Minnie
Vautrin’s diary. It is
rated R and is
available on DVD.
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Living Goddess of Mercy

Obituary and grave marker
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Minnie on the left side of
the picture on the left of

page.

Gingling College Postcard
below



1938 Minnie Vautrin with Missionaries.
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Additional pictures
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Her home in China
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an-to-Woman Worldwide 2012
China Service Project

Minnie Vautrin China Fund

o options for supporting the Woman-to-Woman World-
de (WWW) Minnie Vautrin China Fund (MVCF)

Online /globalministries.org/give/ (Be sure to put "WWW China MVCF”
in the Comments box.)

VA e @Bl able to "Global Ministries” (Please indicate that the gift is for
"WWW China MVCF”,)

Please mail your check to: Please direct your questions
about WWW to:

Global Ministries

Office of Resource Development Disciples Women’s Ministries
P.O. Box 1986 130 E. Washington St.
Indianapolis, IN 46206 Indianapolis, IN 46204
Telephone: 317.713.2555 Telephone: 317.635.3100
Email: gifts@dom.disciples.org Email: odw@dhm.disciples.org
www.globalministries.org www.discipleswomen.org
Russia |
Kazakhstan = /
{ Heilongjiang
Mongolia £\
Kyrgyzstan ) M gilin
Neimongol —
Tajikisthn irvian \ A i
Afghantliin Jrang @ .” .-: L|?onm North
: L ey I b5 Nend Korga
Pakistap T oL Hebm
i ¢ a1 A South
-\_,_SJ Nmngia ?ha""" _' T; ndmg Kor__ea.
ng hai —~ )~ 1y
W S8 A A
N ) \_—\'_;»—-x;'l Shaanxi, Henan, \J ;ngsu
=y \\ g '“‘---'—-.__-.__ D —x — . ) L
Ii_ Sichuan _ & ’- _:“t"‘i'rz_: &X
oS, S _ ( g
!‘x""\_j , éuizhoul'it':han 'Fujian
Yunnan ot L— g .
~ Guangxi i:.uang e Taiwan
Myanmar Y etnam / MH B Beijing
/_,- H Hong Kong

~ Scale 500 km
H

aosC Hainan M Macao
Tﬁaila T Tianjin

Grow as a Disciples Woman @ www.discipleswomen.org

11

www.DisciplesWomen.org



