(Example)

Service of Recognition for Minister

As Minister Emeritus

Statement of Purpose




(congregation’s current pastor)
Life, together, in the body of Christ, like our individual lives, can often be best understood as a series of events that helpfully respond to the past, occur in the present and positively shape the future. These events, however, are never created, developed, or completed in isolation. Rather, life is always influenced by the presence and power of God’s Holy Spirit, who leads, directs, challenges, and affirms the faith and experience of God’s people.

Today, we celebrate a most significant event along the faith journey of this congregation and the greater church; it is the bestowing of the honor of Minister Emeritus upon the Rev. full name of minister, a former pastor of this congregation (or state where minister previously served). 

(offer a brief paragraph about the years and locations of minister’s service, and their positive effect upon the church, especially with regard to the church body who is offering this emeritus honor. Note the year the minister retired.) 

(speak about the minister’s supportive role with current pastor, such as…) 

first name of minister has always been extremely careful not to overstep or interfere with the role of each Pastor who has followed them in ministry but rather has given appropriate and appreciated counsel, support, encouragement and collegiality.

The scriptures teach us that each Christian is a minister, and together we are the body of Christ, the Christian Church. As such, we are called, individually and collectively to Christ’s ministry of reconciliation. While today we are honoring first name of minister‘s expression of this call through his life in ordained/commissioned ministry, we are also celebrating the common bond we each share amidst the priesthood of all believers.

Presentation of Minister Emeritus    
(special officiant, such as regional minister)
(speaking to the one who is being bestowed with Emeritus honor)

first name of minister, even though this is an honorary position, the distinction of being named Minister Emeritus carries with it the responsibilities to continue to live your ordination vows, abide by our Disciples’ Ministerial Code of Ethics, and be an example for the people of this congregation. You are charged in this position to be a supportive colleague to all lay persons and the pastor(s) of this congregation, to offer considerate and wise counsel when sought. In this time, we claim you as one of the church’s senior keepers of Christian faith and wisdom, through whose experience and ministry we have inherited the church today.
Thus, on behalf of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and our gracious God, whom you have loved and served through the years, it is my pleasure to present to you a certificate of honor as Minister Emeritus of name of congregation in name of city, state. 

(While there is no special pin for Emeritus Ministers, this may be an appropriate time in the service to offer an Honored Ministers Pin, if the Minister Emeritus does not yet have one. 
The congregation can get a FREE Honored Minister Pin for the occasion from The Pension Fund, and additional suggested presentation service materials to incorporate here for presenting the pin to the minister.)
We thank God for your ministry of dedicated service in the mission of Jesus Christ, for your life-investment of witness to the larger community of God’s people, and for your ongoing presence in our midst.

Prayer of Thanksgiving


(special officiant, such as regional minister)
Confirmation by the Congregation

 
(led by Congregation Chair)
CONGREGATION IN UNISON: 

We are each part of the one body in Christ, an expression and witness to God’s unlimited love for all people. Since we have been baptized into the body of Christ we have received Jesus’ ministry of reconciling love. We rejoice that this ministry is shared with first name of minister. We will accept him/her now and in the future as Minister Emeritus of this congregation, as one ordained/commissioned for service to God’s church. We pledge to him/her our ongoing Christian love and support. We offer our continued prayers and promise a steadfast unity in God’s Spirit. Together, we will seek to glorify God and serve Christ in a mission and ministry of love in this place and throughout creation.

Declaration of Honor 





(Congregation Chair)
Because of the example of your life, your professional service of ministry to and among us, your ongoing active ministry as a member of this congregation, and by the presence of God’s Spirit through this congregation’s activity of love and gratitude demonstrated here today, I now declare you to be a Minister Emeritus of name of congregation in name of city, state. And so now, does this congregation heartily affirm this declaration.

May the blessing and love of God be yours now and always as you continue to undertake the ministries you perform so well on our behalf, and through the empowering Spirit of God. Amen.

___________________________________________________________________________

*Original version of this service was created by The Rev. Wendy Miles; revised by Warren Lynn.
