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Welcome to you who are reading this latest issue of the Voice! 

and the work that is being done. From men working at gleaning 
110,000 lbs of yams

gathering of unwanted bicycles and turning them 

endowment programs. 

Feeding Hungry Children

in the future. 

Archie  Jenkins
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Members of the General Conference that 
were in attendance at our meeting
Feb 3rd- 5th outside Savannah, GA.
Front row seated from L to R
Howard Coleman, Arnold Nelson, Archie 
Jenkins, Dan Crawford.
Back row standing
Ben Saunders, William Leong, Lester 
Brooks, Gary Ochs

Missing Kevin Prahar and Terry Robison

Disciples Men Luncheon 
and guest speaker, 

Rev. Dr. Tom Jewell

Visitors and Executive Committee members at the Disciples Men booth

GCDM Executive Committee meeting
The future leaders of Disciples Men!

2011	 General	 
Assembly



2011	 West	 Virginia	 Disciples	 Men’s	 Retreat
Cedar	 Lakes	 Conference	 Center	 Ripley,	 West	 

Virginia

welcome our brothers to our home and to Bethany 

will be ready to greet and assist our bretheren from across the 

Randal  Dawson
WV	 Disciples	 Men’s	 President
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Tell  us  about  up  
coming  events,  
gatherings  and  
retreats.  And  don’t  
forget  to  send  us  
pictures  as  well!

April

July

March

June

May
North Carolina Disciples Men’s 

Spring Retreat

Where?: Camp Caroline

When?: May 10 & 11

Theme:  That All May Be One

The scripture is John 17: 20-22.  

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Harry J. Ghee

X-Treme Faith, Bold Action

Where?: Bethany, West Virginia
When?: July 13-15, 2012

More Info:  
www.gathering2012.org

As is the Church, men’s ministry is on 
the cusp of transformation and Xtreme 

Faith, Bold Action is leading the way.  
This ‘Gathering of Disciples Men’ is 
introducing new ways to be men of faith 
in a time that the Church needs us most.  
There is no reason to even compare 
this gathering to previous events, 
as it is moving forward in fresh and 
exciting ways.  With an unprecedented 
100+ guys registered by the early bird 
deadline, the energy behind Xtreme Faith, Bold 

Action is contagious!  Of the registered, three 
continents are already represented and guys from 
various traditions all over the map are becoming 
increasingly curious about this July weekend in 
Bethany, West Virginia.  This pilgrimage to some 

of the roots of our Church will be more than a 
history lesson as we have the opportunity to get 
real about our faith, fellowship as brothers in 
Christ, and get our hands dirty serving God by 
serving the world.  

Be there July 13-15, 2012 to experience how God 
is transforming men’s ministry – and the Church 
as a whole.  ALL are welcome!  Don’t miss this 

event!         

If you haven’t registered, go to: 
www.gathering2012.org to do so, 
and if you already have, invite a friend 
and help them sign up today!  

Registration goes through May 5, 2012.  

As a 22-year-old, I can honestly say that 
Xtreme Faith, Bold Action will be one of the 
highlights of my summer!  Can’t wait to see you 
in Bethany!   
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Getting to Know 
Each Other Arnold  Nelson,  Jr.

Arnold Nelson, Jr. is a native of Tennessee, born in Knoxville and reared in Clarksville.  He 
is the son of the late Arnold Nelson, Sr. and Beverly Nelson, fourth of six children.  He is a 
Timothy of First Christian Church in Clarksville and a graduate of Clarksville High School.

Arnold received the Bachelor of Arts degree from Phillips University in Enid, Oklahoma 
in 1972, and the Master of Divinity degree from !e Ili" School of !eology in Denver, 
Colorado in 1976.  Following graduation from Ili" he was ordained by the Central Rocky 
Mountain Region at Central Christian Church, Denver.  He was pastor at  First Christian 
Church, Las Animas, while completing his theological education and then moved to Arkansas.  
In Arkansas he served First Christian Church in Camden for over seven years and Pulaski 
Heights Christian Church in Little Rock for fourteen.

In 1998, Arnold accepted the call to serve as Regional Minister of the Christian Church in 
South Carolina.  In that role, he served congregations in a variety of capacities and helped bring unity between racially divided 
Disciple structures.

In 2002, Arnold became President of the Division of Homeland Ministries in Indianapolis.  During his #ve years service there 
he helped the organization concentrate its ministries on programs to serve congregations and help them being in service 
beyond themselves.  Highlights of this ministry include establishment of the Home Mission Advocate, online publications for 
congregations, development of the O$ce of Disciple Volunteering and overhauling o$ces serving Disciple clergy.

Arnold has served the church in various regional and general capacities, including the boards of the Council on Christian Unity, 
the General Board and its Administrative Committee, the General Conference of Disciple Men, the National Convocation, the 
Standing Committee of Renewal and Structural Reform and the General Commission on Ministry.  He currently serves as a 
Trustee of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society.

In 2007, Arnold moved to Duncan, Oklahoma.  He enjoys being Senior Minister of First Christian Church, serving in various 
church and community functions, is President-Elect of the Duncan Rotary Club, and is an O$cer in the R.O.G.F. 

In 2011, Arnold agreed to reprise his role as Pastor/Counselor of the Disciple Men, and in that year received the DHM’s 
Distinguished Leadership Award.

Arnold enjoys playing golf and the mandolin, doing, in his words, both poorly.  He likes Southern cooking and working in 
his yard.  He takes an active interest in the lives of U. S. presidents.

Arnold is married to the former Kelly Painton, a CPA, and they share three daughters, Kate is a thirty 
something realtor in Nashville, Tennessee.  Anna is a senior in high school looking forward to 

attending TCU.  Kerry is a junior in high school looking forward to a date to the 
Junior/Senior Prom.
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On Oct. 8th, Disciple Men of NC gathered in Rocky 

Mount, NC and after coffee & donuts from the host church 

them for the last several years to “ ” of 

Yam Jam”.  

food pantry for the needy. .



of attending the International 
Christian Men’s Fellowship 
(the predecessor of the General 
Conference of Disciples Men) 
leadership event in Indianapolis. 
There I met men who had real 
insight into men’s ministries; 
were active in local, regional and 
general level’s of the church; and 
who were kind enough to teach 
me how to be a better leader and 
churchman. Men like Elby Boosinger, Richard 
Tumblin, David Garshaw, and Jim Hillery.

One of those men I found so inspiring was a quiet 
gentleman from Nebraska, Paul Few.  Paul had a 

imagined the creation of an endowed fund that 
would provide on-going 
funding for men’s work in a 
regular and permanent way. 
Through his efforts, the Men’s 
Ministries Endowment Fund 
was created for exactly that 
purpose, and the fund has 
been managed for us since 
that time by the Christian 
Church Foundation. 

Each year the Foundation 
makes a distribution from 

of Disciples Men on behalf 
of the General Conference 
Disciples Men. The Executive 
Committee of Disciples Men 
uses these funds in special 
programs related to its work 
on behalf of Disciples Men in the United States 
and Canada.

Which brings us to the question many of you may 
be asking:  why is this of interest to me. The very 
fact that you are reading this newsletter tells me 
you are interested, more likely, very involved in 
Disciples Men. If you are, then the work of the 
GCDM should be important to you. This group 
of laymen and clergy work for the advancement 
of the same causes you do. But to plan the 

events they sponsor for training 
and education, inspiration and 
instruction, they need funding.

That’s where Paul’s vision comes 
into play. Who better to fund this 
work that will provide us with 
resources and leadership than 

work?  That’s you and me. And 
it doesn’t take any of us making 
large contributions to make a big 

difference (although we’d certainly welcome that 

100 Disciples Men who would contribute $100 
this year, the total donation would be $10,000.  

If we make that a regular yearly commitment, 

very short time.  It’s an easy thing to accomplish 
and the goal of 100 men is 
actually shooting pretty low 
for participation from the 
entire denomination.  Let’s 
see what we can do!  Make 
a contribution to the Men’s 
Ministries Endowment Fund 
today. $100 would be a great 
level to begin with, but any 
contribution will help.

Charlie  Gaines    
FCC Arlington TX
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AROUND TU-IT

For more information and to get a copy, visit the Disciples Men’s booth at the DHM 

exhibition area or join us for the Disciples Men’s Luncheon at General Assembly. 

Also, go to https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/Men-Resources to download 

a copy. More details on the next issue.

The new Disciples Men’s Around Tu-It Awards Program

All of us have seen men who have great potential for God, but they just don’t get around to using the gifts God has given 
them. Well, this program can help them get AROUND TU-IT. By using the AROUND TU-IT program you can recognize and 
reward men when they get around to it for Jesus Christ.

Gary Ochs

Past President GCDM
Program Coordinator
gochsinlions@att.net 
(812) 275-7241

Program information will be available during the Men’s Gathering 2012 event at Bethany College in Bethany, WV on 
Saturday, July 14, 2012. 

Also, go to https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/Men-Resources to download copies: How to organize the 

Tu-It Coin. 
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The  secret  to  CRM’s  success  is  linking  the  donor  with  
the  recipient.    People  have  an  emotional  attachment  

Donors  have  given  CRM  dusty  bikes  that  have  hung  

or  recreation  to  adults  and  kids.

We  chose  charities  to  contribute  the  bicycles  based  on  their  ability  to  link  bicycle  donors  directly  to  their  clients.    

MISSION:Providing  freedom  of  transportation  to  
those  in  need  through  a  ministry  of  bicycle  recycling.

Chain  Reaction  Ministries  (CRM)  –  A  Project  of  Memorial  Drive  

needs  in  the  community.    Started  in  December  2009,  CRM  had  humble  

beginnings  by  answering  a  call  by  Westside  Homeless  Partnership  (WHP)  

for  used  bikes  for  kids  in  their  program.    A  simple  email  to  40  friends  in  

the  Houston  area  on  December  7,  2009  resulted  in  commitments  for  12  

time  for  Christmas.    

CONTACT:
David  Finklea  

Program  Manager

Memorial  Drive  Christian  Church

11750  Memorial  Dr.

Houston,  TX  77024

PH  713.789.0060
MO  281.686.9586
chainreactionministries@gmail.com

Facebook:    ChainReaction  Ministries
Memorial  Drive  Christian  Church  is  a  501c3.    

All  donations  are  tax  deductable  as  allowed  by  the  IRS.
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Mercedes  Parrish,  Client  Manager
Westside  Homeless  Partnership
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A publication from:
General Coference 
of Disciples Men

130 E. Washinton Street
Indianapolis, Indiana
46204-3645
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Designed by:  Héctor J. Hernández

In   the   last   several   months   and   years   the   Disciples   Men   have   lost   several   past   leaders   of   the  
Disciples  Men.    These  were  leaders  of  our  organization  that  worked  hard  to  take  us  to  where  we  

Reverend David J. McCracken
Born 09/10/1941   Died 01/03/2012

David  a  past  Director  of  Disciples  Men  was  a  long  time  supporter  of  the  Disciples  Men.  David  was  

sons,  and  ten  grandchildren  and  all  of  us  will  miss  his  listening  ear  and  caring  heart.

Dean C. Ramga
Born 08/28/1946   Died 09/24/2011

Dean  a  past  President  of  Disciples  Men,  was  a  strong  supporter  of  Disciples  Men  and  its  activities.    
We  appreciate  his  leadership.  Dean’s  wife  Victoria,  his  two  daughters  and  son  and  granddaughter  
and  all  of  us  will  miss  his  love  of  family,  music  and  Disciples  Men  activities.  

Elby Boosinger
Born 01/20/1923   Died 04/29/1991

Missionary  Society  in  1964  and  was  Executive  Secretary  of  the  same  in  1972.

IN MEMORY OF
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