
 

 

 

 

Nine Immigration Themed Resources for Lent— 

Encouraging Faith Commitments in Solidarity with Refugees & Immigrants  

Focus: Refugee Resettlement and Restrictive Bans   

Scripture:  “I set my bow in the clouds to serve as a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  When I 
bring clouds over the earth, and the bow appears in the clouds, I will recall the covenant I have made between me 
and you and all living beings. . .”  Genesis 9: 13-14 
 

Reflection:  We are in awe at rainbows and see them as a sign of hope, but 
they come only after rain—and heavy rains can create difficulties and even 
suffering, as Noah experienced during the Great Flood.  With Noah and with us, 
God keeps God’s side of the covenant, but what about us?  How faithful are we 
to God’s covenant of love and compassion which was with ALL living beings?  
Sadly, U.S. government leaders, most of whom claim to be Christian, seem bent 
on keeping “America for Americans,” and primarily only mean white Americans.  
 
Since January, 2017, the President has signed several executive orders dramati-
cally reducing the number of refugee admissions and issuing bans against Mus-
lim-majority countries.  For fiscal year 2018, a historically low ceiling number of 
45,000 refugee admissions was announced, which would mean resettlement of 
3,750 each month.  But only 5,323 refugees were admitted in the First Quarter; thus 
resettlement is way behind schedule.  In addition to humanitarian concerns for people seeking to escape from vio-
lence, war and persecution, there are economic impacts for the U.S.  Refugees are eager to work, as many start their 
own businesses and create jobs. They are taxpayers, pay into federal benefits programs, work overtime, and become 
homeowners.  Let us learn more about refugee resettlement, and pray and act on behalf of refugees.  
  

Story:  Afkab Hussein is a young Somali refugee now resettled in Columbus ,Ohio.  He spent many years in a refu-
gee camp in Kenya, where he met and married his wife.  Once he was finally resettled, he immediately applied for his 
wife and newborn son through petitions which were approved.  But due to multiple refugee bans, Afkab’s wife and 
son have been blocked from coming to the United States.  Afkab has never met his now two-year old son who was 
born in the refugee camp.  He is a plaintiff in the class action lawsuit challenging the administration’s refugee and 
Muslim ban.   

 

Actions/Resources:  
 See the Refugee Council USA Report card and other information, includ-
ing ways to take action, on their website: www.rcusa.org. 
 Visit www.interfaithimmigration.org and Issues dropdown to learn more 
about the Syrian refugee crisis.  
 Go to refugeesarewelcome.org to learn about and join the Refugees Wel-
come partnership.  See this menu: http://bit.ly/2ExjJn2 of options for ways 
you can welcome refugees in your community:   
 Also see Justice for Immigrants campaign of the US Catholic Bishops: 
www.justiceforimmigrants.org/focus/refugees.   
 

Prayer:  God of rainbows and refugees, You whose son Jesus was once a 
refugee, we pray for all refugees resettled in this country, contributing to U.S. 

communities and economy.  We implore You on behalf of Afkab’s family and others waiting in refugee camps.  We 
beg You to move hearts and minds of government officials to be more compassionate toward refugees and facilitate 
resettlement processes for a larger number of refugees.  We pray for ourselves, that we may find a way to extend 
welcoming hands to refugees and act on their behalf.  Amen. 
 
 Devotion by Sister Marie Lucey, Franciscan Action Network. 

For questions about this resource, contact Disciples Refugee & Immigration 
Ministries: sstanley@dhm.disciples.org. 
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