
RefugeeOne  

Si te  Overview:  

RefugeeOne creates opportunity for refugees flee-

ing war, terror, and persecution to build new lives of 

safety, dignity, and self-reliance.  

Every year, RefugeeOne serves more than 

2,500 refugees and immigrants of all ages, eth-

nic groups, faiths, and backgrounds. Our prima-

ry focus is to assist these resilient individuals in 

becoming an independent, self-supporting 

member of their new community.  

As the largest resettlement agency in Illinois, 

RefugeeOne has welcomed more than 18,000 

refugees since 1982. RefugeeOne walks along-

side refugees from the moment they land at 

O'Hare International Airport—welcoming them 

to Chicago and providing furnished apartments, 

English classes, job search support, mental 

health care, youth programming, and mentors 

 

in partnership with  

 Executive Director 

Melineh Kano 

mkano@refugeeone.org 

 Co-Sponsor and Volunteer Coordinator 

Shubira Bocko  

sbocko@refgueeone.org 

Director of Development  

Sara Spoonheim 

sspoonheim@refugeeone.org 

 

Si te Contacts:  

w a y s  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  

• Volunteer  to help newly-arr ived refugees  as they adjust to life in Chicago.  

• Make a donat ion  to help refugees already living in Chicago build new lives of opportunity 

and self-reliance.  

• Advocate for refugees  who are still hoping to find safety here in the United States.   
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