
  

Embassy Suites—Nashville Airport 

10 Century Blvd 

Nashville, TN 37214 

Sponsored by the Office of Black Ministries  

of Disciples Home Missions 

  

2 Timothy 1: 1-7 (Message Bible)  

“And the special gift of ministry you received when I laid hands 
on you and prayed– keep ablaze! God doesn’t want us to be shy 

with his gifts, but bold and loving and sensible.” 

 

 

Be Bold 

March 9-12, 2020  

46th Annual Black Ministers Retreat 
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Greetings  from  

Disciples Home Missions  

& our partners in ministry 
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Retreat Schedule 

Monday, March 9th 

5:00pm On-site Registration and Check in   

7:00pm  Opening Worship– Rev. Yolanda Norton  

 Sponsored by: Fellowship for Black Clergywomen 

 

Tuesday, March 10th   

8:30am On-Site Registration and Check in                                                                                                           

9:00am  Preston Taylor Institute 

 CE Course I:  Rev. Yolanda Norton 

 

10:30am  Break 

10:45am Bold Preaching that Grows Churches– Rev. Dr. Stacy Spencer                                                                                                                             

12:00pm Lunch  

  Meal is on your own  

 

2:00pm Day #1 (Select 1 workshop option at this time)  

   

  Workshop 1: Re-imagining and Remembering Christian Education and Spiritual            

 Development– Rev. Chesla Nickelson  

  Workshop 2: Helping Preachers find their Preaching Model Voice– Rev. Larrin Robertson 

  Workshop 3: Bi– Vocational Ministry- “Sign of the Times: The Way We’ve Always Done 

 Ministry”- Rev. Kris Bentley 

  Workshop 4: Selah Circles: Being Whole While Doing Ministry– Rev. Shannon Dycus and 

 Rev. Lee Ivey III 

 

5:15pm Free Time, Enjoy the City!  

 

Wednesday, March 11th 

9:00am  Preston Taylor Institute  

  CE Course II: Rev. Yolanda Norton 

10:30 am Break  
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10:45am Bold Preaching that Grows Churches– Rev. Dr. Stacy Spencer 

   

12:00pm Lunch  

  Meal is on your own  

 

2:00pm Day #2 (Select 1 workshop option at this time)  

   

  Workshop 1: Re-imagining and Remembering Christian Education and Spiritual            

 Development– Rev. Chesla Nickelson  

  Workshop 2: Helping Preachers find their Preaching Model Voice– Rev. Larrin Robertson 

  Workshop 3: Bi– Vocational Ministry- “Sign of the Times: The Way We’ve Always Done 

 Ministry”- Rev. Kris Bentley 

   

5:15pm  Free Time  

 

7:00pm  Evening Worship Service-  

  Rev. R. Janae Pitts-Murdock 

 

Thursday, March 12th 
 

10:00am  Morning Praise and Worship–  

  Communion & Benediction 

 

11:00am ** Optional** Tour Historic Greenwood Cemetery and visit to 3 HBCUs (Tennessee State 

  University, Fisk University and Meharry Medical College) Lunch and Transportation  

  will be provided by Greenwood.  

3:00pm  Arrive back to the retreat location/ Retreat Ends 

 

 

Retreat Schedule (continued) 

Blessings & safe travels home! 
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Evening Worship 
Order of Worship (Wednesday Evening Only) 
Announcements      Rev. Dr.  William L. Lee 

Musical Prelude      Musician/Choir 

Call to Worship/Invocation    Worship Leader (or Appointee) 

Praise with Music      Musician/Choir 

Scripture       Worship Leader (or Appointee) 

Pastoral Prayer      Worship Leader (or Appointee) 

Offering       Worship Leader (or Appointee) 

Introduction of Preacher    Worship Leader 

Praise with Music      Musician/Choir 

Sermon       Preacher for the Evening 

Altar Call/Invitation     Preacher/Worship Leader 

Special Recognitions  Appointee/Dr. William L. Lee  

Communion      Appointees (Wednesday night only) 

Benediction       Worship Leader 

(Worship Leader may appoint others to assist him or her.) 
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Preacher 
 Rev. R. Janae Pitts- Murdock 

Interim Senior Pastor, Light of the World Christian Church 

PhD Candidate African American Preaching and Sacred Rhetoric 

Christian Theological Seminary 

Indianapolis, IN 

 

Rev. R. Janae Pitts-Murdock, a native of Detroit, Michigan, and ordained into the gospel 

ministry at New Bethel Baptist Church under Rev. Robert Smith, Jr., is a lover of God and 

God’s people.  She travels the nation inspiring people to live their best lives.  Rev. Janae is 

a lifelong learner who believes that excellence honors God, and for her, anything less is unacceptable. 

Rev. Janae is a graduate of the University of Michigan – Ann Arbor with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Com-

munication Studies, Carnegie Mellon University with a Master of Science degree in Public Policy & Manage-

ment, United Theological Seminary with a Master of Divinity degree, and University of Memphis with a 

Master of Business Administration.  Rev. Janae has been featured in The African American Pulpit, a quarterly 

journal that served as a repository for the very best of African American preaching and provides practical 

and creative resources for persons in ministry.  She is an active member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

and served as Chaplain of the Southern Region which includes Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 

Florida and the Bahamas.  She is the sorority’s Collegiate Connection Coordinator for the state of Arkansas. 

Rev. Janae served in the U.S. Department of the Army as a U.S. Presidential Management Intern and later as 

a Logistics Management Specialist.  She was employed at The Pentagon during the September 11, 2001 at-

tacks.  While grateful to have been on assignment and away from The Pentagon on that day, Rev. Janae 

mourns with those who lost loved ones. Rev. Janae served as Lead Pastor at Mississippi Boulevard Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) in Memphis, TN under Pastor Frank A. Thomas.  While at Mississippi Boulevard 

Christian Church, Rev. Janae charismatically led transformation focused ministries into new models of min-

istry and spearheaded the church’s satellite campus launch. After Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church, 

Rev. Janae was employed by the City of Memphis as the Coordinator of Teen Services for the Memphis 

Public Library and Information Center where she was responsible for teen programming at 18 public library 

locations.  In this role, she spearheaded the $2 million construction and development of a digital teen 

learning lab, CLOUD901, transforming Memphis youth from information consumers to information crea-

tors.  

Rev. Janae resides in Fayetteville, Arkansas. She is a candidate for the Doctor of Philosophy in African Amer-

ican Preaching and Sacred Rhetoric at Christian Theological Seminary.  She is united in holy matrimony to 

the one she calls, “God’s embodiment of divine love,” Jeffrey Allen Murdock, PhD, who is Assistant Profes-

sor of Choral Music Education and Associate Director of Choral Studies at the University of Arkansas.  Dr. 

Murdock is a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc. and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia. Together they have 

three children – Jasmine (age 16), Jeffrey III (age 7) and John Patrick (age 5). 
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Rev. Dr. Stacy L. Spencer 
Senior Pastor, New Direction Christian Church   

Memphis, TN 

 

Bold Preaching that Grows Churches (Tuesday and 

Wednesday) @ 10:00am 

  

Dr. Stacy L. Spencer is the Senior Pastor of New Direction Christian Church in Memphis, Tennessee, a  

multi-site congregation with church plants in Collierville, TN and Idutywa, South Africa.  The Olmstead, KY, 

native is a dynamic speaker, visionary and author. His energetic and culturally relevant messages address 

the spiritual growth of the individual and issues in society. He has a passion to teach Kingdom living- to 

equip people with biblical guidelines and practical resources that can transform their lives and the world. 

Dr. Spencer’s Kingdom mindset led to the development of Eden Square Town Center; a multi-million- dollar 

community model intended to reinvigorate an area of Memphis that is considered a food desert. The mixed

-use development project includes a middle school, performing arts center, wellness center, retail spaces 

and housing.  In 2018, Dr. Spencer also wrote “U-Turn: A 12 Step Guide to Spiritual Transformation” to help 

people experience a deeper and more fulfilling relationship with Jesus.  

 

Dr. Spencer is chairman of the board of directors for Power Center Community Development Corporation. 

The independent non-profit launched Power Center Academy, a charter school that celebrated the May 

2015 high school graduation of its inaugural class of 6
th

 graders. He earned a Doctor of Divinity from Drew 

University, a Master of Divinity from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and a Bachelors in Broadcast 

Communication from Western Kentucky University. He and Rhonda Spencer are the proud parents of four 

sons, Calvin, Omari, Jordan and Jaden. 

 

Presenter 

Your giving through Disciples Mission Fund supports this ministry 
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 Continuing Education 

                                                               

Rev. Yolanda M. Norton is the Assistant Professor of Hebrew Bible and H. Eugene       

Farlough Chair of Black Church Studies at San Francisco Theological Seminary. 

Professor Norton is a womanist scholar who has published for Working Preacher, The      

Interpretation Journal, I Found God in Me: A Womanist Biblical Hermeneutics Reader, 

Global Perspectives in the Old Testament, and Liturgical Press’ new feminist commentary 

on the Psalms (Books 2-3). 

 

Prior to her position at SFTS, Rev. Norton was a Visiting Instructor at Moravian Theologi-

cal Seminary and adjunct faculty at Wesley Theological Seminary.  In addition to courses 

on the book of Ruth, Beyoncé and the Hebrew Bible, and Methods of Exegesis courses, 

she has interests in experiential and contextual learning. She has led a number of trips to 

Israel/Palestine for various seminaries, focusing on social and political issues alongside 

experiencing the social material world of ancient Israel through archaeology. 

 

She is ordained Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) clergy who has deep commitments 

to the church, having served in various ministerial capacities in the Washington, D.C.   ar-

ea and Nashville, TN.  She also preaches and teaches across the country in a range of di-

verse ecclesial contexts. She is the creator/curator of the Beyoncé Mass, and has been 

featured in Essence, Ebony, the New York Times, and a host of other print and media 

platforms for her creative worship design and innovative preaching. 

Rev. Yolanda M. Norton 

Assistant Professor of Old Testament 

H. Eugene Farlough Chair of Black Church Studies  

PhD Candidate, Vanderbilt University  

         

Preston Taylor Institute  
Tuesday, March 10th  and Wednesday, March 11th- 9:00am- 10:00am 
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Workshop Leaders 

Rev. Chesla T. Nickelson 
Program Director, Disciples Women and Merger Staff 
Indianapolis, IN  

Reimagining and Re-membering Christian Education and Spiritual Development 

God gave us sexuality and it is good. We were created as whole beings; mind, and soul in the image of God.  This 

workshop will discuss the possibilities of integrating Comprehensive Sexuality Education as an essential aspect of 

Christian Education and Spiritual Development. 

Rev. Larrin Robertson 
Senior Pastor, Word for Life Church Ministries 
Fort Washington, MD 

What is Your Preaching Model/Method?  

 “I followed the voice you gave to me but now I’ve got to find my own,” sang Beyoncé in the movie, “Dream 
Girls.”  Every preacher needs to find her/his preaching model, method or voice. The danger for many preachers is 
that we might be following the model, method or voice that someone gave to us.  Many have not taking the time 
to identify their model, method or voice. This workshop is designed to help each participant to declare like Be-
yoncé, I got to find my own. 
 Additionally, the Rev. Larrin Robertson, Ph.D. Candidate (African American Preaching and Sacred Rhetoric) Chris-
tian Theological Seminary  will offer tools and aids on how to be a more effective preacher once you have found 
your model, your method, your voice. 

Rev. Kristen P. Bentley 
Project Director, Conversations on Stewardship & Finances  
Lexington Theological Seminary 
Lexington, KY  

Bi-vocational Ministry Workshop  

While there is biblical and theological support for bi-vocational ministry, research at Lexington Theological Semi-
nary indicates that bi-vocational ministers face challenges and often sense their ministry is understood as a “lesser 
than” ministry which is often called “full-time.”  At Lexington Theological Seminary, there is a recognition of the 
need in many congregations for ministers who hold another job and we have conducted research to understand 
their experiences. 
This workshop focuses on what we are learning through the research project regarding bi-vocational ministry at 
Lexington Theological Seminary.  It would highlight findings of a web survey of Disciples ministers in Kentucky (40% 
of respondents were bi-vocational) and themes emerging from interviews conducted with 13 solo bi-vocational 
pastors and 20 lay leaders of congregations with bi-vocational pastors.  The workshop would also draw attention to 
three interpretive narratives regarding bi-vocational ministry, that it is a “sign of the times,” the “way we’ve al-
ways done ministry,” or the “cutting edge of the future.” 
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Rev. Lee B. Ivey III, MDiv, MA, 
CMHC 
Resident Therapist, Christian     
Theological Seminary  
Indianapolis, IN  

Rev. Shannon Dycus 
Dean of Students at Eastern Mennonite 

University  
Harrisonburg, VA  

Selah Circles: Being Whole While Doing Ministry  

Through small group conversations filled with authenticity and grace, this workshop invites clergy and leaders to be 
reflective of their own spirit, experience, and relationship with God.  With guided spiritual and therapeutic prompts, 
Rev. Shannon Dycus and Rev. Lee Ivey will create space for listening deeply, imagining healing, and moving toward a 
modality of self-care that might enable a healthier human and minister.    
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Rev. Dr. William L. Lee 

Director, Black Ministers Retreat 

540-314-3265 or rev.wlee@gmail.com 

Your giving through Disciples Mission Fund supports this ministry 

Black Ministers Retreat 2020 

Design Team 

Marissa Ivey Chiles 

Ministry Associate 

Disciples Home Missions 

317-713-2641 or Mivey@dhm.disciples.org 

Thank you to our volunteers  
& partners in ministry 

Embassy Suites by Hilton, Nashville Airport 

Disciples Home Missions 

Brite Divinity School 

Pension Fund of the Christian Church (DOC) 

Disciples Mission Fund 

Office of the General Minister and President, 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

Lexington Theological Seminary  

Greenwood Cemetery  

 

 

 

National Benevolent Association 

National Convocation of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

Week of Compassion 

Fellowship for Black Clergywomen  

Global Ministries  

Disciples Church Extension Fund/ New Church 

Ministry  

Disciples Justice Action Network  

Black Disciples Endowment Fund 


